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10 NONFICTION PASSAGES

C;Vuﬂ Clues ™ Name
A Day in My Life: Spain

am eight years o\d- T

b my mama, papa, grandma, and my

My name is Esperanza Balon. L
| Sy

live in Madrid, Spain wit

\ittle brother Carlos

around 8:00 am. T eat cereal

8:00 am: I usually wake up
TV. After breakfast, T get

d watch a show on
Thie s mel

with milk an
s and me Yo school. ¥ Yakes

ready for school
Car\o

4:00 ar: My mom walks
ue about 20 minutes

Q30 am: Schoo\ starts My teacher is Mrs. Sanchez. There
\ass. Welearn seeiat sradies, reade:

are 29 kids in my
w:u'hng;u-\m - \eduesTen.

favorite fime of day- \unch time!

for lunch with my family. My papa
unch. Mysmamd cooks @
and dessert My

£ rice and

12:00 p.m: This is my
Carlos and I go home

s home for
etizer, main course,

Paella is @ dish o
all slesta, or nap:

even come;

that includes an apP!

favorite is seafood paella.

seafood.After lunch, we +ake a sm
s and end the day with o

2:30 pm: It's ¥ime Yo go back to school. We £inish our \esson
education

5:00 pm+ Our school day is over: Carlos and 1 slowly arble home and do our horme]
a small dinner such as @ sandwich or omelet.

8:00 pm- We have
Jped’T am rea

10:00 pm I EFEHI0E
schoo! night!

awake too \ate on @

Learn in
color! Visual
cues
reinforce
text
evidence

Teachers
can quickly
check
student
work.

T Context Clues Name: —
The Black Wwido

B\ﬂ'widow;spldar&une one.of 1

because they are Venomous,
females usually eat their mates!
Black widow spiders are arachnids
s easlly recognized because it usudlly ha
Fernales have shiny: dark black bodies and are al

black. They are about half the size of females. St

Black widows live'd

for- them. They can be found in the

are foo cold
United States. They are also

and Africa

Black widows eat
caterpillars, cockroach!
feet to wrap 1l
ect digestive enzymes in¢
he liquid. The black wi

Some can live up to @ year without food!

mosquitoes,
Then, they use their
fangs. Finally, they inj
and the spiders suck up t

ows are one of the most
resida in North America:

venomous
Their venom can Be fifteen times stronger
| While this ‘sounds

than rattlesnake venom
o will only strike

treacherous; these predator

humans if they are disturbed. Their bites are
painful, but if they are treated, they rarely

Black wid:

spiders to

: cause death

Arachnids
« o red or orange hourdlas
bout -2 inches long-

n moderate climates all arour
found in South America,
other arachnids and vari

es, and grass
heir prey in silk. Next, ¥

w Spider

hamst.&-guddspldgrs in North America: This is

or poisonous- They ar!

e called black widows because the

are animals with eight legs. This spider
s shape on its stornach.
Males are a lighter

e males have red spots on their backs.
nd the world: Areas with cold wirters
parts of the

thern and western
Asia, Australia,

Southern Europe,

sou

ous insects. Their diet includes flies, ants,

hoppers. They trap
hey injure
The insect’s organs liquefy:
onths without eafing

heir prey in webs

their prey with their

o the insects

idow can live for m

« Variety of text
structures to
spark
comprehension
AND curiosity.

Dive into
procedurdl,
sequential,
historical,
scientific, and
biographical
texts.



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom

QUESTIONS

Skill-f
ocused, scaffolded question
Multi i S
ultiple choice and short answ
er
Pre
ps students for state testing

Rigorous
and re
to questioning search-based approach

xt Clues

s 1 the mean'nd

e b
farnmous
<tng

ossage

ntere
oh L of the ©

oae sertonce® from parad”®

w spiders o e of 1h® most di
ous

& mean \© paragroPt »

ead th

lhomous: or
hat does the
tox\c
Scary
frgntt ul
£ asor\at\ﬂg

_4 “orachnd

d
g of Yhe WO

3. What i the neani™
As oCEe—

/,AL@/ubw

e

e

JeSatsans

e
he word “T

v, What is the ™
o M&M/&
oR =

\ llfo\/c\go/%ﬂlcj//

his ser\‘\'e\'\Ce

\ eanind of ¥
\O -

. Read ¥
Black widows
What does ¥

,/%/%,,\/@E%/N\

are on€

exctind
aar ael ovS

AN !

oderate

s )

The B
ek WIAAOWwW SPAc
v

et parogroeh

becaus® they 7€

North America Th

spiders in
WE Sanas) Y

(G A\ Ahat qpp\y3

-+ paraaro™ 22

OO 2 \&

>N pc\rugruv'

Qoo

x00 CONG-—3

of Yhe passS

mous spidernt.
4

cgrop\'\ « /



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom

ORD DETECTIVES
ANCHOR CHA RTS USE CONTEXT CLUES
g W@IP@H . (z:hﬁr:‘c‘lt > pefint g) *like Fxamples

ThE —d-gf\_‘qj SUCH as

*such qg "eading level

Use 1‘0 growth, can be -

found in student

Context Clues infroduce the | binder

Clues in a text that can help me figure out what a word .
skill

> *or

means. Paris
Not all words have Context Clues. S.I.u de nll.s Is there a helpful prefix,

Sometimes Context Clues are not clear enough to fully
) . reference
understand the word meaning.
What are Context Clues? N Throughou'l' the
¢ Look right after the word. \ uni‘l‘

suffix, or root word?

¢ L ook in the sentence before the word.

* Look in the sentence after the word.

Next...

l.Replace the unknown word with the new word.

2 Ask yourself, “Does the new word make sense?”

What to do if there aren’t ' s
Context Clues. Your students can refer to the

* Look up the word in a dictionary or online anhor Char‘Ts Thr‘oughout The uni_l_

dictionary

¢ As a friend or adult
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resource.

MODEL PASSAGES & TEACHER DIRECTIONS

Context Clues Mame:

Model

The Wonders of the Rainforest

Rainforests are teeming with life. They are filled with many types of
plants and animals. In these dense jungles, you can find creatures ranging from
miniscule insects to large mammals. Every part of the forest is bustling with activity,

unlike the desolate deserts.
One fascinating plant is the epiphyte,

which grows on other trees instead of in the soll
This type of plant, such as orchids and ferns,
uses Its host for support. This is a symbiotic
relationship benefiting both organisms. Epiphytes
can better access sunlight, and they don't harm
their host.

teeming

miniscule

bustling

desolate

epiphyte

symbiotic
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ASSESSMENTS

Same format as practice

Two ' '
tests with different Lexile levels

« Color-coding

Follows be
st practi
assessments tices for standardized

Context Clues Name: ——

Test: The star of the Sed
» Tmmm

<tually ot fish at o

Did you know that starfich are @
an WM’E&CJ\J{.‘J{ dogenat havEarbackBone:

B RN Thare e dbout 2000 differert species of
% gtarfich They. usually have 5 arms, but some types
4 have up fo 40 arms! Starfish can be smooth, bumpy:
<tarfich have bright clors They have
nd climb sand,

25 or spiny Many
#1 tube fect ‘which help them attach fo @

 tube fect help hem move
¢ located

s, and cordl. Thes
1, cannot swim. Their mouths e
Did you know

6
% underneath ther” body in the cenfer
aing? They dlso do nof

| that starfish do not have br

have blood. Their nervous sysfems ar¢ spre

unicate movements throughout their bodies

t their limbs, which com

Hhroughou

rrbs fhat become damoged o lost:

, or regrow:
harmful predators Predators

defend themselves from

otters, and birds

Amazingly. starfish can

Starfich may even ched arms o

include snails, crabs, sea turtles,

Starfish feed on whatever is
avaloble to them- Some of their diet
includes worms: enails, and larvae: Some
species of tarfich eat thei” prey outside

of their podies! Their stornachs can comMe
back info their

wut fo digest food ond 9°

bodies.

Gtarfieh have oppeared legends

res. Even though some

across cultu

. starfish can be poisonous, SO Starfich eating @ mussel

me cultures

- eat these creatures
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biggest impact on student reading progress. of nonfiction structures and topics.
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TAKE A PEEK

CONTEXT CLUES

Table of Contents

#This product includes [2 Lexile™ leveled passages in the 2-3 Grade Common Core Text Comglexity

Band (the range for 23 grode is Y20L-820L) Each passage and question set is two poges long.

How to Use this Ressurce, Unpclt.king the Skil, Sccl'FFDHing for Success
Word Detective Steps Anchor Chart (2 pgs.)
Types of Context Clues Anchor Chart (2 pgs.)
Be a Word Detective Search C| pg.j
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The Google Slides version of this resource requires that you make

a copy of the rescurce to your own Google Drive.
CLICK HERE TO MAKE A COPY OF THIS RESOURCE TO YOUR GOOGLE

DRIVE

You MUST have a Google account in o to access this resource. Click HERE if you

need help setting up a Google account.

MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexlle Framework” for Reading measures are sclentific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12
grade. Lexlle measures help educators scaffeld and differentiate instruction as well as menitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

N/A

2-3 Y20L-820L

4-3 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, "It is important fo recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will oecur with particularly challenging texts is
built irte the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for exarmple. The
general movemert, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Examples
*like  The data, such o .
*such qg "eading level
*or  9rowth, can be

found i student
binders.

Is there a helpful prefix,
suffix, or root word?




AND ANOTHER PEEK

Context Clues

The Life Cycle of a Chicken

What came first- the chicken or the egg? This famous question has

Marme: Date:

perplexed people for centuries. It is impossible to answer this question because
the life cycle of a chicken does not begin or end. It is continuous!

W

i A chick grows

A chicken's life begins when it hatches
from an egg. After about three months, the chick
becomes an adult. An adult female chicken is
called a hen An adult male chicken is called a
rooster.

When a hen is six months old, she begins
laying eggs. Up to six eggs are laid every day If
there is a rooster fo fertilize the egg, the egg will

eventually grow info a chick. If there is not a
When an egg is fertiized, it grows

rooster around, this egg will never become a chick.
ineide the hen for-  day

However, it can become your breakfast!

Once an egg is fertilized, the chick
beging o grow inside. It starts out as a cell in the
mother’s body. A cell is a single unit of life that

= you can't see. The cell grows for a day until the
MlarH'negg'slu'd,il tokes A

doge forthe chick o grom hen lays the egg. Then the mother sits on the egg

to keep it warm. This is called brooding

After about 2| days, the chick is ready
to hatch. A chick hatches from the egg by pecking
through the shell with its beak.

Tn e

O3

l What is the meaning of “perplexed” as it is used in the first paragraph of the passage?
a  asked W]
b.  thought
c. confused

d. answered

2 Read these sertences from paragraph | of the passage:

It is impossible fo answer this question becouse the life cycle of a chicken does not begin or

end It is confinuous!
What does the word “continuous” mean in paragraph I? (Pick all that apply.)
a. short

endless

b
c. _nonstop
d

ongolng
3. What is the meaning of - the word "hen” In paragraphs 2 and 37

4 What is the meaning of the word "roester” in paragraphs 2 and 37

5. Read these sentences from paragraph Y of the pessage:

It starts out as a eellin the mothar’s body A cellls @ single unit of life that you can't see.
The cell grows for a day unfif the hen hatches the egg

What does the word “cell’ mean in paragraph 4?

6. What s the meaning of the word “breoding” in paragraph Y?
when a hen sits on an egg
when a cell grows into a chick
when an egg hatches from the shell

when an egg grows inside of the hen

s

. l What is the meaning of “arithmatic” as it Is used in the 4™ paragraph of the pusscge'J
¥ a math ll l
b. writing

c.  reading

d  physical education

2 Read this sentence from paragraph 3 of the passage:
My mama cooks us a masslve meal that includes an gppetizer, main course, and dessert.
What does the word “massive” mean in paragraph 57 (Pick al that apply)
a large | [[sezrs) |
b.  huge
c.  small
d tasty

Cyallew 3 l

3. What Is the meaning of the word “paella” in paragraph 57

Y What is the meaning of the word “slesta” in paragraph 57

5. Read this sentence from paraegroph 7 of the passage:
Carlos and I slowly amble home and do our homework
What does the word “amble” meon in paragraph 77

6. What is the meaning of the word “slurber” in paragraph 97
a nap
b.  sleep
c. snack

d stories




CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

T ot R + Conttext GO
* L What is the meaning of "fuel” as it is used in the first paragroph of the passage?

MName:

. L What is the meaning of "gratifying® as It is used in the first paragraph of the passage? .

B aos == JiE

How to Play Go Fish 10|

Card games are a simple and gratifying way fo keep you and a friend b.  dreary

a.  boring
fire

. feed
entertained Go Fish is an easy game you can play anywherel e difficult ee
d. satisfying - energy
2 Read these sentences from paragraph | of the passage:
. Deal or pass out five cards fo each player: It is important fo fuel your body with healthy foeds that give you energy and mufrierds Try
Deck of 52 cards What does the v\l-or‘d rdeal® mean In step 2,:? (Pick all that apply) — this green machine smoothie fo make a palatable and deliclous breakfast or snack packed
2-4 players with the vitamins your body needls!

o give ; y A }llr ranga ]
b take What does the word "nutrients” mean in paragraph [? (Pick all that apply.) N~ -

c. dispense

a
d.. distribute b. wvitamins
A deck contoins 52 cards. c.  fuel

3. What is the meaning of the word “sort” in step 4? | _yallo d
. sugar
3. What s the meaning of the word “palatable” in paragraph I?
a  easy

b. edible

numbers together. 4 What is the meaning of the word “requesting” in step 67 ) c. enjoyable
When a player gets all four cards in the sef, he or she puts the cards down ' d  drinkable

Materials 2 Read this sentence from step 2 of the passage:

delicious

To Win: Make the mest sets of dlike cards.

Be sure you have a complete deck of 52 cards.

Dedl, or pass out, five cards fo each player.

Place the remadining cards in the center of the p‘|cry'ers.

in front of him or her: Y What is the meening of the werd “produce” in step I1?
Each player takes a turn requesting a certain card he or she needs from

another player. For example, player ene may ask player three, “Do you have 5. Read these sertences from step 7 of the passage:

any Jacks?” If the player does have the requested card he or she forfeifs oll of the cards of that
fype. IF the player asked does nof have the card, he or she fells the player fo “go fish" 5. Read this sentence from step 7 of the passage:

cards of that type. If the player asked does not have the card, he or she What does the word “forfeits” mean In step 77 AT It Is best fo relish this smoothle right affer it is blended: however, you can sfore it in the
rafrigerator for yp fo 249 hours

What does the word "relish” mean In step 77 | [fSee—) |

tells the player to “go fih”.

To “go fish", the player takes a card out of the pile of cards in the center.
Players continue to take turns until dll of the players discard all of their
cards. No cards should be left in the middle.

6. What is the meaning of the word “discard” in step 97
a  toke

k.  grab 6. What is the meaning of the word “decelving” in the last paragraph?
. Next time you are bored, grab a deck of cards, and teach a friend to - . o share
d

t p|uy Go Fishl This game can keep you entertained for hours!
le

get rid of p

2 Magriors

. it




N — . = :
e ° | L. What is 'H\e meaning of "developed” as It is used in the first paregraph of fhe passuge" j Name: Dafe

The History of Basketball A IF o poyed 770L The Ancient City of Pompeii
b.  coached Mount Vesuvius is a veleano in Ttaly. It viclently erupted in 79 AD. The veleanic

education teacher d7 s Naismith He Z_ watched ash from this eruption buried the entire ancient Roman city of Pompeil. This caused two

Basketball was invented by a physical

designed thousand pecple to die. The city wos abandoned for nearly two thousand years after.
. developed this sport in 189 in Springfield, 2 Read these sentences from paragraph | of the passage:
| Massachusetts. Naismith created this sport as an Naismith ereated this sport as an affernative fo football This was because football caused Explorers rediscovered Pompeli in [748. Buried under the ashes, they found
" diernative to football. This was because football many Injuries fo the players that mest of Pernpeli was gtill undemaged. The explorers found bulldings, everyday items,
caused many injuries to the players. Basketball helped What does the word "dternative” mean In paragraph I? (Pick all that apply.) } e l and even ckeletons. These artifacts have taught us about life in ancient Ttaly.
keep athletes in shape during the winter. 4  game e
b.  addition Before the eruption, Pormpell was a favorite vacation spot for the rich. The
e substitute city was very prosperous There were large and luxurious houses, shops, cafes, and

The first games of basketbal - d  different cheice markets.

included two peach baskets that were ) 3. What'is the meaning of the word “affixed” in paragreph 27 ]'j yollen ) l et T 0000 e

affixed fo the N’iling of a gym bdcm‘!‘- Elr‘ﬂl“? B people lived in and around Pompeil before the eruption. :,.J
time a player scored a poirt, the game had 1o l After the volcano erupted, ashes, pumice, other rocks,
be hated. Scrmeone would need to get the ball 4 What is the meaning of the word "hatted” in paragraph 2° W_""ﬂ,,;;", l and hot gases flew Into the sky. Pecple could see these
out of the basket with a ladder. It wasn't ¥ ; s clouds from hundreds of miles away. This warning gave

urtil 1906 that metal hoops and nets were s 1 111 many people time fo escape. As time passed, ash filled
a1 ‘ the air and made It dif ficult to breathe. Then, a rush
of pelsonous gas and rock raced down the mountain ot =
100 milas par hour. The veleane's ash engulfed the city. Pompeii with Mount Vesivius in the
background.

used. Someone suggested that this new game ‘
be called “Naismith Game” after the creator: | e} ; 5. Read these sentences from paragraph 3 of the passage:
Naismith decided upon the name “basketball*. % 7, d Basketball quickly became prevalent in the 19008 in America. Soon affer, ifs popularity
spread ocross the world

Basketball quickly became . ™ What does the werd “prevalent” mean in paragraph 37 -_i]j‘(__uf.'_'_‘- | i 5 Since the eruption of Mount
prevdent in the 1900s in America. Soon after, - Vesuvius in 79 AD,, there have been more
its popularity spread across the world. : FOVR IR ; <N o | \ than 35 eruptions. The last one happened in
Basketball first became popular in colleges. R . "V (31 Sciertists believe that on eruption may
Later, it became a professional sport. The The gym in Springficld where the 6. What is the meaning of the word “culture” in paragraph 37 ) |[errrey | i af A o . be due ot any moment. An eruption would
NBA (Nartional Basketball Asociation) began 7" 9o of basketbal wes ployed gyms D K ones kil damags because throe
in 1949, Today, basketball is a large part of - sperts ;

tradition
American cullure &
' television ) Painting: The last doy of Pompeii

millien people now live near this volcano.
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