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10 NONFICTION PASSAGES
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QUESTIONS

Skill-focused, scaffolded questions
Multiple choice and short answer

Preps students for state testing

fo questioning

Rigorous and research-based approach

~A

RS RS

Clouds are made of a collection of small </:>
droplets of water or ice crystals. All air contains Dreqpl’rqhon

water. Near the ground this water is a gas called

water vapor. When water evaporates, warm air
rises, expands and cools. Cool air can’t hold as much

Condensation
water vapor as warm air. As a result, some of the

water vapor condenses onto tiny pieces of dust

floating in the air. These droplets of water are so

small and light that they float in the air. Billions of

these droplets come fogether to form a cloud. At & agion
times, the water droplets in the cloud become large

and heavy. This causes rain to fall out of the clouds|

Answer the following questions. Underiine the text evidence in the color

shown.
|. What is this selection all about?

e
RI26~ Identify the main purpose of a text including what the author wants to answer, explain, or * ¢ *
describe.
How Do Clouds Work?

@)

2. What are three details that support the main fopic?
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ANCHOR CHARTS

Author’s Purpose

Authors write to:
*  Persuade
*  Inform

*  Entertain

= When authors want to persuade their readers, they are
trying to convince the readers fo believe something. They

explain why they feel the way they do.

= When authors want to inform their readers, they are trying

to teach their readers something.

= When authors want to entertain their readers, they are

writing for the readers to enjoy the texts.

WRITING TO INFORM

When an author’s purpose is to inform readers, the author
might

— Explain something

— Answer a question

— Describe a person, place, or thing

3 Anchor
charts

Use to
introduce the
skill

Students
reference
throughout the
unit

|

IDENTIFY THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSﬁ‘I

First, identify the fopic of the text. Ask yourself,
“What is the whole fext about?”

Identify key supporti

yourself, “What are

5 Underline any key ﬁf‘y The Amho
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hints about the typ Pur-pose

Use the topic and
author’s purpose.

'Fo||0wing:

“Are the topic

a question?”

—  “Are the topi

person, plac

Your students can refer to the

anchor charts throughout the unit
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MODEL PASSAGES & TEACHER DIRECTIONS
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the A Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of nonfiction structures and topics.
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TAKE A PEEK

AUTHOR'S PURPOSE

Table of Contents

*This product includes 15 Lexile™ leveled passages in the 29-34 Grade Commeon Core Text Complexity
Band (the range for 2-3™ grade is 420L-820L ).

Anchor Charts for Interactive Journals:

Author®s Purpose (PLE, Writing to Inform)

How 1o Identify Author's Purpose

Key Words to help you idertify author's purpose in informational fext

2 Reoding possages with questions for each area:
. Author’s Purpose: To Explain
. Tying Your Shoes- H30L
*  Decomposing fo Add- S00L
. Buiding a Snowman- 500L
. Pizzal Pizzal- 630L
Author's Purpose: To Describe
*  African Elepharts- 5301
*  Fresh Chocolate Chip Cackies- S60L
*  Saint Lucia Day- 760L
*  Paris, France- 780L
Author's Purpose: To Answer
*  Dogs ve. Cats- 330L
*  How Do Clouds Work?- 7I0L
*  How Do Fish Breathe Under Water?- 730L
*  Are School Uniforms Best?- BIOL

. Assessment on each area
Explain: How to Make a Paper Airplane- 6201
To Answer: What Causes Colors in Noture?- 730L
Describe: Grand Canyon- 800L

=00
The Google Slides version of this resource requires that you make

a copy of the resource to your own Google Drive.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE A COPY OF THIS RESOURCE
TO YOUR GOOGLE DRIVE.

need help setting up a Google account.
® e L N ® o

fg

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore Learning, LLC Is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexlle Framework” for Reading measures are sclentific, quantitative text levels. \When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurcble attributes of the text are censidered,
including, but ot limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Commen Core State Standards uses Lexlle level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text eomplexity ranges ensure students are ecllege and career ready by the end of 12
grade. Lexlle measures help educators scaffold and dif ferentiate instruction as well as meonitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

N/A

Y20L-820L

740L-1010L

11B5L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Commen Core Stondards, "It is impertant o recognize that seaffolding often Is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will cecur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for exarnple. The
general movemert, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards”

Author’s Purpose

Authors write to:
Persuade
Inform
Entertain

*When authors want to persuade their readers, they
are trying to convince the readers to beleve something.
They explain why they feel the way they do.

*When authors want to inform their readers, they are
tryng to teach their readers something.

*When authors want to entertain their readers, they
are writing for the readers to enjoy the texts.

WRITING TO INFORM

When an author’s purpose is to inform readers, the
author might

» Explan something

* Answer a guestion




AND ANOTHER PEEK

Tying Your Shoes

Are you sick of always having to ask people to tie your shoes for you?
Do you trip over your laces as you're walking? Follow these simple steps to tie

your own shoes.

First, put your shoes on your
feet.

Next, pull the laces tight. Cross
one lace over the other. Loop
the lace on bottom through the
top of the cross.

Pull the laces tight to form a
knot.

Then, make a loop with one
lace, and pinch it close o the
shoe with your fingers.

After, make ancther loop with
the opposite lace, and pinch it
close to the shoe with your
other fingers.

Cross both loops to make an X.
Pull one loop under the other.
Lasgt, pull the laces tight. Your

shoes are tied!

n

:Mlhnr'sl’u'pnse
h’wﬁefhﬁgqﬂhﬁ&rﬁiﬁﬂttﬁaﬂhﬂshﬂﬁmm

| What i this passoge ol about?

2 What are three details that suppert the main topie?

3. Which of the following detalls could the author add to their passage to support the main

point? (Choose «ll that apply.)
a.  Pull your laces tight 5o they dont come untied
There are many differen
Make loops with your lac
If Yol don't want your st

4. What key words help you determine the auther's purpese?

: Author's Purpose : . : .
4. What is the author’s purpose for writing this text? (What i the author explaining? What

}]‘.r- e D l

question Is the auther answering? What is the auther deseribing?)

5. Give two pleces of text evidence that helped you determine the author's purpose. (How
did the author set up the text? Did the details and main topic lead you to the author’s

i
¢ prarpis )
| urple )

purpose? Did key words help you?)

6. With which statement would the author most likely agres?

a Learning to tie your shoes is easy.

b It is easier to wear Velero shoes.

¢ Ask your parents 1o tie your shees

d You must be at least sikears-old to tie your shoes

d




CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Author's Purpose Marmna:

Building a Snowman
Nothing is more magical than waking up to the ground covered by a
blanket of fluffy white snow. My favorite thing to do on a snowy day is o build @

snowman.

First, pack two handfuls of snow together tightly urtil they form a ball
Next, place the snowbadll on the ground Roll it until it forms a very large base
(about two feet wide). Then, repeat the above steps to make a medium-sized ball
(about L5 feet wide). Place the medium-sized snewball on top of the large

snowball. After, make a small snowball for the head. Place the head on top of the
medium-sized snowball. Finally, decorate the snowman. You can use sticks for
arms, a carrot for a nose, rocks for eyes, and buttons for a shirt. If you would
like, you can even add a scarf or a hatl

Building @ snowman on a snowy day is a simple and enjoyable
activity.

:Mlhnr'spl:poae
h’w&efh&gqﬂhﬁ&lﬁiﬁﬂttﬁaﬁhﬁhﬂtmm
l. What is this passage all about?

2 What are three detalls that suppert the main topic?

3. Which of the fellowing details could the auther add to their passage to suppert the main

point? (Choose all that apply)
Your snowman can even wear gloves.
Next, you can buid a whole snowman family
Enjoy your snowman, because he will me en it gets warm

You need to make three large snowbalis to build a snowman.

<=2 )

4. What key words help you determine the author's purpose? llll Grenn ) l

: Author’s Purpose

4. What Is the author's purpose for writing this text? (What iz the author explaining? What
guestion Is the auther answering? What Is the auther deseribing?) }':m‘__'_ﬁ..?_‘; l

5. Give two pleces of text evidence that helped you determine the author's purpose. (How

did the author set up the text? Did the detalls and main tople lead you to the auther's

purpose? Did key words help you?) ]l?._,.. — ]
jj Cpurele 5

6. With which staternent would the author mest likely agree?
It is fun and simple to build & snow |
When it snows, Yol can also go sledding.
It is betier to leave a snowman corated.
The head of a snowman should be the largest snowball




UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

TEST: Making a Paper Airplane

Moaking a paper plane is a perfect activity you can do if you are
bored over your summer break. Follow these simple steps to make a paper

airplane that will soar.

L. Firet, get a sheet of regular paper.

Next, fold the paper in half like a hot dog.

Fold the top corners down to the crease in the paper

Then, grab the corner of each triangle, and fold it in to the crease of the
paper-.

— ST
! R 2N
J

5. Last, fold each side of

Date: ._______________*.

:AI.I“KI"'EPI.I’WEB
h’w&nfahﬂgqﬂhﬁ&thiﬁﬂﬁtﬁdaﬁa’mhﬂtm&rmad

| What ig this passage dll about?

the plane down to make a wing.

6.  After you've made your

2y
4 n
/{"'
]
plane, you can fly it outsidel [
¥

2 What are three details that suppert the main topic?

: Author’s Purpose
Y What is the author’s purpose for writing this text? (What is the author explaining? What
question Is the auther answering? What is the author describing?) }l:ni'_'_'blm_.: '

3. Which of the following detalls could the author add to their passage to support the main
paint? (Choose oll that apply.)

4. What key werds help you determine the author's purposs? }l g l

5. Give two pleces of text evidence that helped you determine the author's purpose. (How

did the author set up the text? Did the details and main tople lead you to the auther's

purpose? Did key words help you?) }lf “arple ) l
| Cpurple D

6. With which staternent would the author mest likely agrea?
Blue arplanes fly better than green arplanes.
er arplanes iy better than wood airplanes
would make paper airplanes and fly them in class.
arplanes are a fun activity you can do with few supplies




UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

The AUTHOR'S PURPOSE SKILL PACK
Contains:

Reading Comprehension Passage Unit

Skill Focused Lesson Plans
Digital Mini-Lessons
Guided Reading Packet

Printable Task Cards

Boom Learning Task Cards
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FULL YEAR BUNDLES AVAILABLE
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