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Morning Work



Overview

Routines are key for classroom management! Having a consistent morning routine with activities your 
students can complete independently is crucial to helping teachers get organized and start the day off 
on the right foot. 

When I was in the classroom, I wanted to provide quick, meaningful, standards-based work that would 
help my students solidify some important skills through repetition. 

These morning work activities are designed to be engaging and fun, while also integrating reading, math, 
science, social studies, and health. Using these activities in your daily morning routine will help your 
students with:

• Reading Comprehension: Find text evidence for “right there” questions.
• Writing: Be exposed to various genres of writing, including opinion, functional, narrative, and reading 

response passages. Students will be required to use examples and details to support their thinking. 
• Math: Create and respond to questions about bar graphs. 

I recommend giving your students approximately 15 minutes to complete all of the activities each 
morning. 

Review and Quality Control

Let’s be honest. You don’t need “one more thing” to grade. Who has time for that? Spend five minutes 
each day reviewing students’ responses and asking follow-up graphing questions as a class. 

I do recommend taking a few minutes either every day or weekly to do quick checks in your classes’ 
journals. 

I prefer “quick checks” daily. In the last few minutes of morning work time, rotate through the 
classroom with your flair pen, and skim students’ work to give them feedback (orally or written). Quick 
check marks show that you checked certain entries. If you are not consistently checking quality and 
setting expectations for complete responses, students will not produce quality work. The work will not be 
meaningful then. 
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Date Holiday
1 National Authors’ Day

2 National Ohio Day

3 Daylight Saving Time Ends

4 National Candy Day

5 National Redhead Day

6 National Nachos Day

7 National Canine Lymphoma Awareness Day

8 National STEM/STEAM Day

9 National Louisiana Day

10 Marine Corps Day

11 Veterans Day

12 National French Dip Day

13 National Educational Support Professionals Day

14 National Pickle Day

15 America Recycles Day

16 National Indiana Day

17 National Take a Hike Day

18 Mickey Mouse’s Birthday

19 National Entrepreneurs’ Day

20 National Absurdity Day

21 World Television Day

22 Humane Society Anniversary Day

23 National Cashew Day 

24 Celebrate Your Unique Talent Day

25 Shopping Reminder Day

26 National Cake Day

27 National Tie One On Day

28 Thanksgiving Day

29 Buy Nothing Day

30 National Mississippi Day
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Use your dry-erase board or a piece of chart paper as a daily graph template. Laminating a 
piece of chart paper will help it last longer and allow you to change graph titles. 

Setting up the Graph
1. Each morning, set up the graph by labeling the graph title and x- and y-axes with sticky 

notes. (Print the labels using the sticky note template. Print out the template, and place 
sticky notes on the indicated squares. Run the sheet through your printer with the 
sticky notes attached as normal.)
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2. As your students become 
familiar with the routines, 
have them take over with 
setting up the graph! Leave 
the titles and labels blank, 
and ask your students 
what they should be during 
your review time. You can 
also select different 
students each day to set 
up and label the graph. 

3. Provide blank sticky notes 
for your students to use 
each morning to select 
their graphing choices. To 
save paper, laminate sticky 
notes, and place magnets 
or Velcro on the backs.

4. After students complete 
the writing activity, have 
them place their squares 
on the graph. 



Asking Graphing Questions
When beginning this routine, I recommend asking the graphing questions orally and having 
your students respond orally during a class meeting. As they become familiar with routines 
and questions, you can have them write and answer their own questions. I had my early 
finishers write and answer questions that followed my question formats. They would then 
“play teacher” by running the review and asking their classmates their questions. 

2nd Grade Graphing Questions (2.MD.D.10- Single Scale Graphs)
• How many people selected (choice 1) and (choice 2)?
• (The number of) students voted today. If (a number of) students voted for (choice 1), 

how many students voted for (choice 2)?
• How many more people selected (choice 1) than (choice 2)?
• How many less people selected (choice 1) than (choice 2)?

3rd Grade Graphing Questions (3.MD.B.3- Scaled Graphs)
After students have mastered questions in the 2nd grade category, begin to mix up the 
graphing scales, and ask the following questions:
• 2-Step “How Many More” Questions: How many more people selected (choice 1 and 2) 

than (choice 3)?
• 2-Step “How Many Less” Questions: How many less people selected (choice 1 and 2) than 

(choice 3)?
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Graphing Questions
Write your own questions about the class graph. Answer your questions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Graphing Questions
Write your own questions about the class graph. Answer your questions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



Sticky Note Template: 
Print this page, and place blank sticky notes on the squares. Print the category pages using this template. 
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November 1: National Authors’ Day

Stephen King, J. K. Rowling, William Shakespeare…the list of famous authors 

goes on and on. Then there is an even longer list of not-so-famous authors, as 

well. Have you ever composed a short story, poem, letter, or any of type of 

writing? If so, then you are an author, too! Today is the day we celebrate you all! 

Today was started by Nellie Verne Burt McPherson, a teacher and also a 

lover of books and reading. National Authors’ Day was first observed in 1949.

Who are some of the most famous authors of 
all time?

Who founded today’s holiday?
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November 1: National Authors’ Day
Practice being an author, and compose a short story, letter, or poem. The content 
of your writing is completely up to you. Have fun!

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Which of These Famous Children’s Book 
Authors Is Your Favorite?
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Roald Dahl
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 

Factory, Matilda, Witches

Dr. Seuss
The Cat in the Hat, Horton Hears 

a Who, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas

J. K. Rowling
Harry Potter series

Chris Van 
Allsburg

Jumanji, The Polar Express



November 2: National Ohio Day

SLOW DOWN! The first traffic light was installed in Cleveland, Ohio. Akron, 

Ohio is known as the “Rubber Capital of the World” because there are numerous 

rubber companies in and near the city. Ohio is where seven American presidents are 

from, as well as Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk on the Moon. In 1865, the first 

ambulance service started in Cincinnati, and police cars were first introduced in 

Akron in 1899. Ohio is home to two MLB (baseball) teams, two NFL (football) teams, 

one NBA (basketball) team, one NHL (ice hockey) team, and one MLS (soccer) team!

What material does Ohio produce a lot of?

How many sports teams are based out of 
Ohio?
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November 2: National Ohio Day
Ohio is home to Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk on the Moon. Would you 
like to walk on the Moon? Be sure to provide three details explaining why or 
why not. 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame

National 
Museum of the 

US Air Force

Which Ohio Tourist Attraction Would You Most 
Like to Visit?
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Cedar Point 
Amusement 

Park

Amish 
Country

Stan Hywet Hall 
& Gardens

Fountain 
Square



November 3: Daylight Saving Time Ends

When Benjamin Franklin was in France, he thought of the idea of Daylight Saving 

Time (DST). While he was visiting there, he noticed that people went to bed and woke up 

an hour earlier in order to save on candles; however, he only suggested changing people’s 

sleeping hours, not the actual time. During World War I, Germany put DST into effect in 

order to save on coal. The U.S. implemented Daylight Saving Time in 1918. In 2007, the United 

States decided to make Daylight Saving Time three weeks longer, making it last 34 weeks. 

DST time was originally introduced as a way to save energy, but now that we know how 

little energy lighting uses, many people would like to stop changing the clocks twice a year. 

Why was DST originally put into place?

How long does DST last?
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November 3: Daylight Saving Time Ends
DST time was originally introduced as a way to save energy, but now that we know 
how little energy lighting uses, many people would like to stop changing the clocks 
twice a year. In your opinion, should we continue to observe DST? Be sure to 
provide three reasons for why we should or shouldn’t observe DST.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Which Would Be Your Preference?
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Lighter Later in 
the Evening

Lighter Earlier 
in the Morning



November 4: National Candy Day

Between hard candies, gumdrops, chocolates, and licorice, the list goes on and 

on. Today is the day we celebrate all of the delicious sweetness that ruins our teeth –

candy! Candy was originally used as a medicine for an upset stomach or to make a 

sore throat feel better. Before sugar was readily available, honey was put on fruits 

and flowers to make candies. Once it started being consumed as a treat, only the 

wealthy were able to afford it; however, beginning in 1979, the world was able to 

produce more sugar than it was able to consume, making it much cheaper. Today, the 

average American eats a whopping 25 pounds of candy a year!

What was the original purpose of candy?

When did candy become much less expensive?
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November 4: National Candy Day
Compare and contrast two of your favorite candy bars. (They may or may 
not be from this morning’s question.)
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Candy #1: Candy #2:

Candy #2:Candy #1:

November 4: National Candy Day
Compare and contrast two of your favorite candy bars. (They may or may 
not be from this morning’s question.)



Snickers

Hershey’s 
Milk 

Chocolate 
Bar

Which of These Top-Selling Candy Bars Do You 
Like the Most?
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Kit Kat
Cadbury 

Dairy 
Milk

Butterfinger

Reese’s 
Peanut 
Butter 
Cups



November 5: National Redhead Day

Did you know that red is the rarest shade of hair you can have? Only 2% 

of the human population has red hair. A redhead with blue eyes is the rarest 

combination of colors. (The chances of having red hair and blue eyes is only 0.17%!) 

Most people born with red hair have brown eyes. Redheads also do not go gray 

because their hair turns to blond and then to white. People with red hair usually 

have less strands of hair, but it is thicker than the other shades. Today, be sure to 

find your redheaded friends, and give them some extra love for being so special!

What is the chance of having red hair and blue 
eyes?
Why may redheads feel less pain?
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November 5: National Redhead Day
Some people believe that redheads feel less pain than others. (Other studies find the 
opposite to be true.) Complete the comic strip about a redhead who doesn’t feel pain.
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November 5: National Redhead Day
Some people believe that redheads feel less pain than others. (Other studies find the 
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Redheads Brunettes

Which Shade of Hair Do You Think Has the 
Most Strands of Hair? (Answer: Brunettes have 140,000 strands. Blonds 

have about 110,000 strands, and redheads have only 90,000.)
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Blonds





Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@commoncorekingdom.com

https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/

https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom/

https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Com
mon-Core-Kingdom

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Celebrate-Everyday-Morning-Work-GROWING-Bundle-4276474?utm_source=March%20Link&utm_campaign=Celebrate%20Everyday%20Morning%20Work%3A%20GROWING%20Bundle


CreditsCredits

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/School-Designhcf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Jen-Hart-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Artifex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ramonam-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-A-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teacher-Karma
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Art-By-Carrie-Teaching-First
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Festive_bites.jpg

Zach https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1HornIS.JPG

Ken Lund from Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Birthplace_of_Elvis_Presley_Marker,_Elvis_Presley_Birthplace_Museum_%26_Chapel,_
Tupelo,_Mississippi_(6120750084).jpg

Poole party https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vicksburg_National_Cemetery.jpg

Daniel Ogren https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:J._K._Rowling_2010.jpg

Niagara66 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stan_Hywet_Hall_09.jpg

User: (WT-shared) https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ohio_-_Amish_Country.jpg

A. Buser https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Agility_-_Slalom_5.jpg

Andrea Arden https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dog_Agility_Training_05.jpg

Jens Gyldenkærne Clausen from Copenhagen, Denmark https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roskilde-Agility-
2392_(625688430).jpg

Andrea Arden https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dog_Agility_Training_03.jpg

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/It_called_makar_sankranti_or_a_festival_of_kite_flying._when_sun_go_t
o_north_pole_or_in_his_zodiac_sign_Capricorn.this_festival_organized_then_or_every_year_14_th_January._-_panoramio.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ChickenpotpieswholeFeb09.jpg

Janine from Mililani, Hawaii, United States 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sunny_side_cafe_choco_cream_pie_(2).jpg

Sanjay Acharya https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.htm l https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black_Turtle_Bean.jpg

Todd Paul https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christmas_in_New_Orleans_2007_-_French_Quarter_Balcony.jpg

ironypoisoning https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:National_WWII_Museum_Dec_2015_-_Aircrafts.jpg

Renelibrary https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Melrose_Plantation_(1_of_1).jpg

Niagara https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USS_Kidd_(DD-661),_January_2013.jpg

jeffreyw https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:French_dip_(15820118435).jpg

Maggie Hoffman https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grilled_cheese_sandwich.jpg

Wjlackner William J. Lackner https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lanier_Mansion_Spring.jpg

Madman2001 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tlatilco_Standing_Figurine_(Snite).jpg

Momoneymoproblemz https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fort_Wayne_Children%27s_Zoo_reticulated_giraffe2.jpg

Gideon Tsang from Austin, USA https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rolled_tongue_flikr.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Festive_bites.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1HornIS.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Birthplace_of_Elvis_Presley_Marker,_Elvis_Presley_Birthplace_Museum_%26_Chapel,_Tupelo,_Mississippi_(6120750084).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vicksburg_National_Cemetery.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:J._K._Rowling_2010.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stan_Hywet_Hall_09.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ohio_-_Amish_Country.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Agility_-_Slalom_5.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dog_Agility_Training_05.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roskilde-Agility-2392_(625688430).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dog_Agility_Training_03.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/It_called_makar_sankranti_or_a_festival_of_kite_flying._when_sun_go_to_north_pole_or_in_his_zodiac_sign_Capricorn.this_festival_organized_then_or_every_year_14_th_January._-_panoramio.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ChickenpotpieswholeFeb09.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sunny_side_cafe_choco_cream_pie_(2).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.htm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black_Turtle_Bean.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christmas_in_New_Orleans_2007_-_French_Quarter_Balcony.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:National_WWII_Museum_Dec_2015_-_Aircrafts.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Melrose_Plantation_(1_of_1).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USS_Kidd_(DD-661),_January_2013.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:French_dip_(15820118435).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grilled_cheese_sandwich.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lanier_Mansion_Spring.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tlatilco_Standing_Figurine_(Snite).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fort_Wayne_Children%27s_Zoo_reticulated_giraffe2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rolled_tongue_flikr.jpg

