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Morning Work



Overview

Routines are key for classroom management! Having a consistent morning routine with activities your 
students can complete independently is crucial to helping teachers get organized and start the day off 
on the right foot. 

When I was in the classroom, I wanted to provide quick, meaningful, standards-based work that would 
help my students solidify some important skills through repetition. 

These morning work activities are designed to be engaging and fun, while also integrating reading, math, 
science, social studies, and health. Using these activities in your daily morning routine will help your 
students with:

• Reading Comprehension: Find text evidence for “right there” questions.
• Writing: Be exposed to various genres of writing, including opinion, functional, narrative, and reading 

response passages. Students will be required to use examples and details to support their thinking. 
• Math: Create and respond to questions about bar graphs. 

I recommend giving your students approximately 15 minutes to complete all of the activities each 
morning. 

Review and Quality Control

Let’s be honest. You don’t need “one more thing” to grade. Who has time for that? Spend five minutes 
each day reviewing students’ responses and asking follow-up graphing questions as a class. 

I do recommend taking a few minutes either every day or weekly to do quick checks in your classes’ 
journals. 

I prefer “quick checks” daily. In the last few minutes of morning work time, rotate through the 
classroom with your flair pen, and skim students’ work to give them feedback (orally or written). Quick 
check marks show that you checked certain entries. If you are not consistently checking quality and 
setting expectations for complete responses, students will not produce quality work. The work will not be 
meaningful then. 
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Date Holiday
1 American Chess Day

2 Labor Day

3 National Skyscraper Day

4 National Wildlife Day

5 National Cheese Pizza Day

6 National Read a Book Day

7 National New Hampshire Day

8 National Grandparents Day

9 National Teddy Bear Day

10 National Ants on a Log Day

11 Patriot Day

12 National Video Games Day

13 National Celiac Disease Awareness Day

14 National Virginia Day

15 Batman Day

16 Mayflower Day

17 Constitution Day

18 National Cheeseburger Day

19 International Talk Like a Pirate Day

20 National Tradesman Day

21 National New York Day

22 National Elephant Appreciation Day

23 Autumnal Equinox 

24 National Voter Registration Day

25 National Comic Book Day

26 Johnny Appleseed Day

27 National BRAVE Day

28 National North Carolina Day

29 World Heart Day

30 National Love People Day

©
Ju

lie 
B
och
ese



Use your dry-erase board or a piece of chart paper as a daily graph template. Laminating a 
piece of chart paper will help it last longer and allow you to change graph titles. 

Setting up the Graph
1. Each morning, set up the graph by labeling the graph title and x- and y-axes with sticky 

notes. (Print the labels using the sticky note template. Print out the template, and place 
sticky notes on the indicated squares. Run the sheet through your printer with the 
sticky notes attached as normal.)

© Julie Bochese

2. As your students become 
familiar with the routines, 
have them take over with 
setting up the graph! Leave 
the titles and labels blank, 
and ask your students 
what they should be during 
your review time. You can 
also select different 
students each day to set 
up and label the graph. 

3. Provide blank sticky notes 
for your students to use 
each morning to select 
their graphing choices. To 
save paper, laminate sticky 
notes, and place magnets 
or Velcro on the backs.

4. After students complete 
the writing activity, have 
them place their squares 
on the graph. 



Asking Graphing Questions
When beginning this routine, I recommend asking the graphing questions orally and having 
your students respond orally during a class meeting. As they become familiar with routines 
and questions, you can have them write and answer their own questions. I had my early 
finishers write and answer questions that followed my question formats. They would then 
“play teacher” by running the review and asking their classmates their questions. 

2nd Grade Graphing Questions (2.MD.D.10- Single Scale Graphs)
• How many people selected (choice 1) and (choice 2)?
• (The number of) students voted today. If (a number of) students voted for (choice 1), 

how many students voted for (choice 2)?
• How many more people selected (choice 1) than (choice 2)?
• How many less people selected (choice 1) than (choice 2)?

3rd Grade Graphing Questions (3.MD.B.3- Scaled Graphs)
After students have mastered questions in the 2nd grade category, begin to mix up the 
graphing scales, and ask the following questions:
• 2-Step “How Many More” Questions: How many more people selected (choice 1 and 2) 

than (choice 3)?
• 2-Step “How Many Less” Questions: How many less people selected (choice 1 and 2) than 

(choice 3)?
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Graphing Questions
Write your own questions about the class graph. Answer your questions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Graphing Questions
Write your own questions about the class graph. Answer your questions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



Sticky Note Template: 
Print this page, and place blank sticky notes on the squares. Print the category pages using this template. 
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September 1: American Chess Day

Chess goes all the way back to about the year 600, when the game is 

believed to have started in India. In the 15th century, chess made its way over to 

Europe, and the game developed into how we play today. 

Chess is played on a board that resembles a checker board. There are six 

different pieces – king, queen, rook, bishop, knight, and pawn. The longest 

tournament chess game lasted 269 moves and took 20 hours and 15 minutes to play. 

The game ended in a draw (tie). Celebrate today by playing a game with a friend. 

Where is it believed that the game of chess 
originated from?

What does it mean if a game ends in a draw?
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September 1: American Chess Day
What is the best board game of all time? Give at least three reasons why the 
game is so good.

Best board game EVER: _____________________________________________
1. __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

© Julie Bochese

September 1: American Chess Day
What is the best board game of all time? Give at least three reasons why the 
game is so good.

Best board game EVER: _____________________________________________
1. __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



Which of These choices Is Your Favorite 
Board Game?
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Scrabble

Chess Checkers

Monopoly



September 2: Labor Day

The first Monday in September is a federal holiday that celebrates the hard 

work Americans do. A lot of people get the day off from work, giving them a relaxing 

three-day weekend. It is known as the end of hot dog season and the 3rd most 

popular holiday to grill (July 4th taking 1st and Memorial Day taking 2nd).

It is uncertain exactly who first came up with the idea of the holiday; however, 

the first Labor Day parade was to protest long working hours, unsafe conditions, and 

unfair treatment of workers.  

What is the most popular holiday for grilling?

Who started the Labor Day holiday?
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September 2: Labor Day
What do you think is one of the hardest occupations (teacher, doctor, garbage 
collector, construction worker, etc.)? Give at least three reasons why you think 
that this is a difficult job.

Difficult Occupation: __________________________________________
1. __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Get One Last 
Beach Trip

Kick Off 
Football Season

What Do You Like to Do on Labor Day?
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Grill Picnic

Go to a Parade



September 3: National Skyscraper Day

Today we recognize the hard work of architects, engineers, and 

construction workers who create buildings that seem to reach up to the clouds. The 

first skyscraper wouldn’t even be considered one today because it was only 138 (10 

stories) high. It was built in Chicago in 1885. Today, a building must have at least 40 

floors to be considered a skyscraper. 

Currently, the tallest building in the world is in Dubai. The Burj Khalifa has 163 

floors and is 2,717 feet tall. One World Trade Center in New York City is the tallest 

building in the U.S. It is 1,776 feet tall and has 104 stories. 

Where was the first skyscraper ever built?

What is the tallest building in America?
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September 3: National Skyscraper Day
Draw a picture of your ultimate skyscraper! How many floors would it be? What 
would be on each floor? What would make your building special compared to others?
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Which Skyscraper Would You Most
Like to Visit?
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One World Trade 
Center -

New York City
Burj Khalifa -

Dubai

Empire State 
Building -

New York City
Shanghai Tower -

China

The Shard -
London



September 5: National Cheese Pizza Day

Some people believe that pizza started long ago with the Greeks. 

They would put herbs, oils, and cheeses on their breads. The Romans also 

used to top dough with cheese and honey before flavoring it with bay 

leaves. Pizza as we know it was started as a flatbread by the Neapolitans 

in Italy. They needed a cheap, or inexpensive, food that could be eaten 

quickly. Critical Italian authors used to say that pizza was disgusting! Of 

course, we know today that that couldn’t be farther from the truth.
What culture do some people believe that pizza 
first originated from?
What does cheap mean?
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September 5: National Cheese Pizza Day
The cheese pizza has been turned into many unique recipes, including a “Ballpark 
(hot dog) pizza” or a “Big Mac pizza”. Create your own rare pizza recipe with 
toppings that you think would make for a winning combination.

Ingredients:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Thin-Crust Deep Dish

What Is Your Favorite Type of 
Cheese Pizza?
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Flatbread
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