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Prereading

former Civil Rights activist, Malcolm X. Write what you believe this

|| Read this quote from
|| quote means. After reading about Malcolm’s life, add to your response by stating how

“Noboady can give you
freedom. Noboay can give
you equality or justice or
anything. If you're a man,
you take it.”
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The 1950s and 1960s were important times for

equality in America. Black Americans faced racism, which:f_:.:'.
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out of school. He moved to school with

very few Black stude colm got good

grades there. His ates even chose him
as . However, he ended up
dropping out at age [5. He moved in with his

older sister in Boston. There, he got into

trouble with drugs and crime.
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At 2, Malcolm was arrested for stedling.
He spent six years in jail, which was a turning
point in his life. Malcolm read about everything
he’d missed when he dropped out of school.
Some of his siblings who visited him were
Muslims. He became a Muslim. He changed his
name.from Malcolm Little to Malcolm X.

After being released from jail, Malcolm
becdme a minister. He'belonged to a sect
called’the Nation of. Islam. This small group of
40O Black Muslimsfellowed the)teachings of
Elijoh Muhammad. Elijeh befieved that white
people were éyil. He thought Biacks and whites

could never live together dalcolm taskiup

Malcolm X with Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1964

was “ho such thing las a nonviolent revolution” Malcolm'’s speeches and writings inspired many Black

these beliefs as his own. He argued that there

people. The Nation of Islam grew to 40,000 members.

In time, Malcelm had a falling out with Elijah MuhammadiMalcolm left+ the Nation of Islam in
1964. He traveled to'the Muslim holy city of Mecca. He converted to traditional Islam. He changed
his name again to El“Hajj Malik E|I-Shabazz. He began to embrace the idea of a peaceful end to

racism. He even admitted that “anger can blind\human vision.”\HHe began working on a book abeut his

life.

Just as Maleolm was spreading
this peaceful message, his life was
brought to a sudden end. In New York,
Malcolm X was killed by a member of
the Nation of Islom. Heywas just 39
years old at the time of his death.

Shortly after his.death, Malcolm

X’s book was published.'He became more

‘03I 40 4

famous in death than in life. Somelook
back on Malcolm X as a violent

troublemaker. Others remember him as

=

an inspiring leader of the Civil Rights The autobiography of Malcol X in the White
| Movement. House library.
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated If there is not a crayon next
to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer.

l. Which of these was not a hardship in Malcolm X's early life? <D[ l )
a. His father died
b. His sister kicked him out.
C. He dropped out of school
d  He was arrested for stealng.
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Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
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Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.
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