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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12t
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

K-I N/A
2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-I0I0L
6-8 IBSL-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The

general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.” .
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Prereading
Study this photograph of Dr. Martin Luther King and others from 1963. Based on what you see in the
photograph and your background knowledge, what do you believe is happening in this photo? After e L:h;\;:mm::inv i

reading cbout Dr. King, go back and revise your recponse.
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Fnswer the folowng questins Underine the text evidence i the color ndcated If there s not a cragon next
tothe question, you wilneed to nfer the answer You shoud stil ook for text evidence to help you nfer:

| What is the structure of paragraph 27 Q=T
a It tells how King solved a problem
b It tells how two things are alike and different
¢ It tels a story with a beginning, middle, and end
@ It tells about influences and therr effect on King

2 What caused King to write Letter from o Birmingham Jaif?
4 His lawyers told him that’s how he could get out of jail
b} The newspaper had printed a letter criticizing King.
¢ He was inspired by the many books he was readng in jail
d He was keeping a private journal that later got published

3. Who thought of Martin Luther King, Jr. as a trouble-maker? ) ==>3 }i
4 People who marched to Washington, DC
b Religous leaders in Brmingham Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
¢ People who read his letter to the newspaper
d. The author of this text

4 What impact has Martin Luther King, Jr. had on our present day? m

(@) He insprred laws that ended segregation

b He invented the Nobel Peace Prize

¢ He speaks to people who vistt him in Washington, DC.
d  He was a leader in the NAACP.

Summarize Dr. Martin Luther King, Jrs accomplishments. Explain why it is

imporfant fo learn about him.

5. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote that “Justice oo long delayed is justice denied” What doss

this mean?

Text-Dependent Questions
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Prereading

Study this photograph of Dr. Martin Luther King and others from 1963. Based on what you see in the

photograph and your background knowledge, what do you believe is happening in this photo? After

reading about Dr. King, go back and revise your response.
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Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence In the color indicated If there is not a crayon next
to the question, you will need to Infer the answer. You should stil look for text evidence to help you infer

|. What is the structure of paragraph 2? -

a It tells how King solved a problem

b. Tt tels how two things are alike and different

¢ It tells a story with a beginning, middle, and end
@ It tells about Influences and therr effect on King

2 What caused King to write Letfer from o Birmingham Jaif?
8  His lawyers told him that’s how he could get out of Jall
b The newspaper had printed a letter criticizing King
¢ Hewas Inspired by the many books he was reading in jail
d  He was keeping a private journal that later got published
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‘| Martin Luther King, Jr.

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated If there is not a crayon next
to the question, you will need to infer the answer You should still ook for text evidence to help you infer.

l. What is the structure of paragraph 2? -

a It tells how King solved a problem

b. It tells how two things are alike and different

c. It tells a story with a beginning, middle, and end
@ It tells about influences and their effect on King

2. What caused King to write Letfer from a Birmingham Jaif?
8  His lawyers told him that’s how he could get out of jal
'b.) The newspaper had printed a letter criticizing King
¢ He was inspired by the many books he was readng in jall
d  He was keeping a private Journal that later got published

3. Who thought of Martin Luther King, Jr. as a trouble-maker? <]
a  People who marched to Washington, DC '
b. Religious leaders in Birmingham
¢ People who read his letter to the newspaper
d The author of this text

||

8]

4. What impact has Martin Luther King, Jr. had on our present day? m
@ He inspired laws that ended segregation

b, He invented the Nobel Peace Prize
¢ He speahs to people who vist. him in Washington, D.C.
d He was a leader in the NAACP.

5. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote that “Justice too leng delayed is justice denied” What does

this mean? ==
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Summarize Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s accomplishments. Explain why it is
important fo learn about him.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Summarize Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s accomplishments. Explain why it is
important to learn about him.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Summarize Dr: Martin Luther King, Jr’s accomplishments. Explain why it is

important to learn about him.
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Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is one of history’s

most important people. He won the Nobel Peace Prize
in [964. Today, there is a national holiday in his honor.
King spent his short life working for equality.

King was born in 1929. Hesgrew up in a middle-
class family in Atlanta, Géorgia. At that time;
segregation kept white and.Black people separated.
King was a strong student. He became a Baptist
preacher like his fathertand grandfather. Higrearly life
preparedhim o bé a leader of the Civil Rights
Movement. He faced racism, which made him hate
segregation. He spent @ summer in Connecticut. There,
he saw the peaceful integration of races. King studied
the works of Gandhi in school. This shaped histbeliefs

about peaceful protest. A career as/a Baptist

preacher deepened his faith.

King’s expeniences made hinasgreat leader. He helped/lead the NAACP or the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He also led the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. In 1955, he led the Montgomery bus boyecott. King traveled the country
to speak out against injustice. His powerful words inspired protesters fo be peaceful. Along the

way, he wrote five books and many articles:
Y o oore A f orree Birmingham,\Alabama was a natural stop for King.

= . Theleity was very segregated. In 1963, King/led a
boycott of businesses owned by white peéple. Months
went by without any progress. King and others decided
to hold a protest. He knew he would be breaking the
law against public gatheringstwithout a permit. King

went ahead with.ihe'protest. He was arrested. He was

not allowed to talk to a lawyer. King’s friends let him

>0

Q

s remain in jail rather than bail him out. It was all part
King at the 1963 Civil Rights March  of a plan. His situation drew national attention. Even
in Washington, D.C. President John F. Kennedy fook notice.

©;?MQ0 ‘ b‘k&




Name: Date:

In prison, King read a Birmingham
newspaper. It included a letter written
by religious leaders of the city. They
criticized the protests. They called King

a troublemaker. King wrote a response
called Letter from a Birmingham Jail Tt
y | Jaid the foundation of the Civil Rights

‘ Movement. Withoutiany books or notes,

> | ‘ & hewirote 7,000 words. He included
Dr. King was arrested-in 1963.

quotes from religious leaders,
philosophers,and politicians. The letter saidy“Irjustice anywhereis a/threat-to justice
everywhere.” He sdid, “Justice foo long delayed is justice ‘denied™ Newspapersfaround the
country reprinted the 2l-page letter:

Four days later, King's jail term ended,dand he resdmed his protest. This time, however,
the eyes of the world were on him. The nation watched in hérror as Birmingham police
turned fire hoses and police degs on children.marching against segregated schools. They read
news of the church bembing that left four girls dead. President Kennedy promised new laws
ensuring civil rights. Newspapers aréund.the worldyprinted King’s .wiritings:

Building on Ahie momentumKing led the famous
March on Washington. In August of 1963, aver 200,000
people gathered peacefully by the Lincoln Memorial. King

r

gave his historic “I Have a Dream” speech. Less than a
year later, the United States passed the Civil Rights Act.
It ended segregation. King also became the youngest-ever
Nobel Peace Prize winner

Until he'was killed in 1968, King kept working for
justice. He fought for, voting rights in Selma, Alabama. He

argued against housing segregation in Chicago. He spoke

The Lorraine Motel, where King

out against US. involvementin the,Vietnam War. He faced age assassinated, is now the site

constant threats, arrests, and even a bombing of his of the National Civil Rights
home. Even so, King stayed committed to peaceful protest. Museum.
His legacy lives on in the writings he left behind. A

0
©;?MQ0 /bok&aw

| memorial was built in his honor in Washington, D.C. in 20I.




Martin Luther King, Jr.

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated If there is not a crayon next
to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer.

l. What is the structure of paragraph 2? <D[
a It tells how King solved a problem
It tels how two things are alike and different.

b
c It tels a story with a beginning, middle, and end.
d It tells about influence : '

2. What caused King fe Letter from,;Birming;vm Jail?
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Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

@ D
J

Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2013, 2018. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is
granted to the original purchaser or licensee fo make copies fo use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only
available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible fo the general public is
strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com
for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.
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