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10 FICTION PASSAGES

The Princess and the Pea
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Tiddalick the Frog: Aboriginal peoples of Ausiralia

Long ago, in the land now known as Austrdlia, there lived a gigantic frog named Tiddalick.
Tidddlick was net like sther frogs He was so big that when he jumped, the earth trembled, and
when he was thirsty, he could drink rivers dry.

One morning, Tiddalick woke up feeling extremely thirsty. He was so thirsty that he began
to drink and drink. He drank the water from the billabongs, he swallowed the streams, and he
shirped up the rivers. Before long, Tiddalick had drunk all the water in the land.

The other animals were alarmed and soon became very thirsty. There was no water to
drink, no water fo bathe in, and no water for the plants and trees. The land began to dry up,

and the animals knew they had to do sormething fo get Tiddalick fo release the water
They decided to hold a meeting o figure out how to make Tiddalick laugh, for they knew

that i Tiddalick laughed, the water would surely flow out of him Each animal tried to make
Tidddlick laugh. The kangares jumped over the emu, the koala made funny foces, and the wombat

danced a slly dance. But Tiddalick didn't even smile.
Finally, it was the eel's turn. The eel twisted and twirled, wiggled and wriggled info the

most ridiculous shapes. It looped itself info knots and spun through the air. This was foo much
for Tiddalick. He started to giggle, then he chuckled, and findlly, he burst info such a great roar

of laughter that dl the water he had swallowed came gushing out.
The rivers flowed again, the billabongs filled up, and the plants and trees became

lush and green. The animals all cheered and thanked the eel for saving them. Tiddalick,
now much smaller, promised never fo be so greedy again.

Model text and questions
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The Google Slides version of this resource requires that you make

a copy of the resource to your own Google Drive.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE A COPY OF THIS RESOURCE TO YOUR GOOGLE
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore Learning, LLC Is a certified Lexile™ Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

2 o
ARTHE

The Lexlle Framework” for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexlle of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them

Commen Core State Standards uses Lexlle level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12™
grade. Lexile measures help educators seaffold and differentiate instruction as well as menitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

N/A

Y20L-820L

THOL-I0I0L

925L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. Aceording to Appendix A of the
Commen Core Stondards, “It is impoertant to recognize that seaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will eccur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general moverment, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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FOLKVALES

A folktdle is'a traditional story.
Folktales‘were originally passed down by word
l of mouth.
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Many folktales have a message. The message

tells'a lesson or moral of the story.
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The Three Little Pigs
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The Gingerbread Man
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King Frost
Origin: Russia
Once upon a time there lived an old man and his wife. She had
one daughter of her own, and he had one of his own. And the old /)-i
woman took a dislke to her stepdaughter. She praised her own
daughter for everything But whatever her stepdaughter did, she
grumbled at her and scolded her

Date: _______ .

1..?"\ \
_._.ruy/ fl oy
E/?;L iy ‘\""‘%ﬁa

i 4
The old wornan wanted to drive her stepdaughter of f the face u'ﬂ ¢

of the earth. She sald to her husband, "Take her away Into the dark @( 5 I

forest. Let the frost freeze her fo death”

So, the old man drove her of f info the forest. He brought her right info the middle of

the forest, set her down on the enow, and drove of f home.

There the little girl sat in the forest dll alone, shivering with the cold Scon after, old
King Frost come towards her: He sald, "Hello, little girl, are you warm?”

She answered, “Yes, King Frest.”
Then he blew a cold breath en to her and again asked, “Are you warm, little girl?”
She answered, “Yes, King Frost!” Then he began to make it colder He made the
: branches crack and covered them with frost. He let loose such

cold, that you could hear the air creaking.

Then he asked her again, “Well, little girl, are you warm

He brought her o trunk full of siver, .gold.land bright-celored storee.

Meanwhile, her stepmother sald fo the old man ot horme, 'T expect your daughter (s
frozen by now. Go into the forest and bring her back” So he set cut fo fatch his daughter.

His wife watched ot the window. At last, she saw her husbond driving towords horme. The

old man drove up with his daughter dlive and well, in her fine clothes and with her presente.
“Well,” thought her stepmother, “If King Frost has given all those things to the old man's
doughter, he'll give my pretty girl much mere.” She said to her husband, “Take my doughter 1o
the same place as quick as you can, and let King Frost give her a share; tool”

So, the old man fook her daughter. He left her in the forest and drove of f home.

There the girl sat, with her festh chattering with the cold. Soon after, there was King
Frost coming dong He said, “Hells, ittls girl, are you warm?*

She answered, “What's that got fo do with you? Ge away fo where you came from!”

King Frost grew angry and blew a eold breath anto the girl He asked her, "Are you
warm, little girl?*

She answered, “You ean see I'm frozen! Be quick and give me the presents, and leavel”

Then King Frost began to maoke the girl colder He Heer muklr'g it celder and ccldcr‘ till he
had frezen her through,

now?”" And she answered, “Yes, King Frest”

When he saw that she was a good girl, he felt sorry for
her. So, he gave her a fur coat and made her warm. He said fo
her, “You're a good girl, so I'll stop. Here's a little present for
you from King Frost”

——
—

Don't forget to take the trunk and the fire

clothes as well”

So, the old man ctarted off, and his
wife began to watch at the window. She [
waited and walted At last, she sow her husband driving towards hjms Tl'-s dd man dmu- up.

*Inctead of the bad old woman's daughter there was only an iciclel

———
—

e .
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peestion, you will need fo infer the answer: You should atill leak for fext evidence o help you nfer:

|. How could you describe the stepmother? Use text evidence to support your

funny
daring
greedy

nervous

2. What was the stepmother’s plan to get rid of her stepdaughter?

| == |

3. What happened when King Frost came to visit the stepdaughter?

:llj Cyollaw ) l

BMaglors = "
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Date:

The Cat Which Covuld Not Be Hurt
Origin: India

There was once a dog and o cat, who were always quarrelling The eat used fo hurt

Recount Folktales Mame:

the dog, but the dog could never hurt the cat. She would only dance and cry, “You never

hurt me, you never hurt mel I had a pain in my shoulder, but now it is.all gone away”

So, the dog went to a stork and said, *What can I de to hurt this cat? I bite her, yet
I can*t hurt her. I am such a big dog and she is rather a big cat. If I bite her, I don't hurt
her, but If she bites me, she hurts me so much.”

The stork said, “Bite her mouth very, very hard, and
then you'll hurt her”

The dog bit her mouth as hard as he could.

“Oh, you don't hurt me,” eaid the cat, dancing about.

/ih‘. =

u )

So, the dog went again to the stork ond sald, “What 4 3 'IH
., . g )

ghall I de? ;

“Bite her ears,” said the stork. So, the dog bit the

cat's ears.

She danced about and said, “Oh, you did not hurt me. Now I can put earrings in my

ears.” So, she put in earrings.
The dog went to the elephant. “Can you hurt this cat? She worries me every day.”

“Oh, yes!" sald the elephant, “Of course I can hurt her: She is o litHle and I am so big’
The elephant took the cat up with his trunk, and threw her a long way

She danced about and said, “Oh, you did not hurt me. Mow I can put earrings in my

ears.” So, she put in earrings.

The dog went to the elephant. “Can you hurt this cat? She worries me every day.”

.

. The elephant took the cat up with his trunk, and threw her a long way.
-~ T —

& Maglors |, +

“Ch, yes!" sald the elephant, "Of course I can hurt her. She s so little and I am so big." |

e . O

.

Up she jumped at once and danced about saying, “You did not hurt me one bit. I had 4’
pain, but now I am quite well."

Then the elephant got cross. He tock the cat and laid her on the ground and put his
great foot on her. But she was not hurt ot all.

She danced about and said, “You did not hurt me one bit, not one bit.” She dug her
claws Into the elephart's trunk.

The elephant ran away screaming, and he told the dog, "You had better beware of
that cat. She belongs to the tiger tribe.”

The dog felt very angry with the cat. He bit her nose so hard that it bled But she

laughed at him: “Now I can put a ring In my nose,” said she.

He got furleus, so he bit her tall in half, and yet he did not hurt her: Then he went to
a leopard. “If you can hurt this cat I will give you anything you want.”

“Very well, I'll hurt her,” said the lecpard. And they went to the cat.

“Stop,” said the cat to the lecpard; “I want o speak to you first. I'll give you
something to eat, then I'll tell you what I want fo say.” Then she ran of f ever so for. After
she hod run a mile she stopped and danced, calling out, “Ohl T'll give you nothing to eat. You
| could net harm me."”

The leopard went away very cress, and saying, “What a clever cat that 8"
Next, the dog went te a man, and said, “Can you hurt this catf, she worrles me so?”

“0f eourse I ean,” gaid the man, and he tried to hurt the cat with a stick. The cat

Jjurmped up unharmed, and the man went home.
The deg wert to a bear. "Can you hurt this cat? T ean't”

"INl hurt her,” said the bear. He struck the cat with his claws, but he didn't hurt her.

She stuck her claws info the bear’'s nose so deep.

The poor dog felt very unhappy, so he threw himself into a hole, and there he stayed.
_The cat went away to her friends.

Q

 §

.
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aquection, you will need fo infer the anewer: You chould efill look for fexit evidence Jo help you infer:
|. What is the dog’s problem?

SRy

2. What was the advice the stork gave the dog?

3. How did the cat react to the dog after he listened to the stork’s advice?

The cat bit the dog on the ears.

The cat was angry the dog got help.

The cat yelled at the dog for trying o hurt her

The cat danced around after the dog tried fo hurt her

==

Y. How could you describe the cat? Use text evidence to support your answer.

funny
daring
greedy

nervous

]l: CamenD l
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The Enchanted Crow
Origin: Poland

Once upon a time, three
sisters lived in a royal palace. All
sisters were equally young and
pretty. The youngest, however,
was the kindest of them all.

About half a mile away,
stood another palace. The other
palace had fallen irte ruin. It still
had a beautiful garden. The
youngest princess loved to walk in
this garden.

Once as she was walking,
black crow came to her. The poor
bird was hurt. The princess felt
sorry for him. The erow said, "I

am not a black erow, but an unhappy prince. I was cursed. I am doemed to pass my
years as a miserable crow. Oh, youthful princess, you can rescue me. But to do se, you
must live In this castle. There is a room with a golden bed. In that room, you must live
dlene. But dor't forget, whatseever you see and hear at night, yeu must not ery of fear
or escape. If you utter one single moan, my tortures will be doubled™

The kind-hearted princess left her father and sisters and went to the castle. She
lived In the room with the golden bed She was so worried that she could not sleep. At
midnight she heard someone creeping in. The door opened wide, and a whole band of evil
spirits entered the room. They started a great fire in the fireplace, and placed a large
cauldren, full of bolling water, over the fire. With loud cries, they approached the bed
and grabbed the princess. They dragged her fo the cauldron

N She was terrified, but she stayed
quiet. Then suddenly, the evil spirits all vanished.
The crow immediately appeared and hopped
joyfully around the room. He thanked the

princess for her courageous behavior.

One of the princess's sisters came to visit
the princess in her ruined castle. She begged her
sister to permit her fo stay with her one night.
When the evil spirits appeared as usual, the
sister shrieked from fear. Immediately the cry
of abird in pain was heard.

The young princess did net receive any more visits from her sisters. She lived
alone by day and suffered from the evll spirits by night. The crow came daily to her and
thanked her. He assured her that his sufferings were greatly lessened

Two years passed. The crow came to her and said, "In one year my punishment will
be over. But before I can re-assume my redl form, and gain possession of my treasures,
you must go out and become a servant.”

The young princess served for a whele year as e mald. One evening while she was
spinning, and her white hands wers wearied with work, she heard a rustling. A handsome
young man entered. He knelt before her and
kissed her little weary white hande.

“It is II* he cried. “I am the prince.
Return with me fo my castle. There we will live
together in hoppiness.”

They went to the castle where she had
lived In terror. The palace was no longer
recognizable. It was beautiful. The prince and
the princess lived In the costle together for a
hundred happy and jeyous years.

e .

Recourt Folktales

. Aneswes- the folowing Questions. Underkine the fexh evidence in Fhe colorshown. IF there is no crayon next T the ~

question, you will need o infer the anewer: You should etill lock for text evidence o help you infer
|. What did the crow ask the princess to do? ) -z )

2. How did the princess respond to the crow?

3. What happened on the princess's first night in the ruined castle?

) === |}

Y. How could you describe the princess? Use text evidence fo support your
answer. e =) )
a.  caring
b.  selfish
needy

nervous
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