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“haracters and Chalenges Name: —

Birthday Party Upset

o juct an average day at school Mrs Becket ' second graders enfered thelr

1th theirusul enthusiastc chatter. T8 sat down af her deck and began her

rarning work. Joy was @ good student who always completed her assignmente and paid

attention fo her teacher:
Suddenty, Toy neticed that the chatter i the dlaseroom had gtten louder, ¢o che
anced up from her work.She abserved a gl nher class pomed Sara poscng out

anvelopes fo some of the grls. The girls opened the envelepes in anicpafion Joy felt her

oot sk What was in the envelopes that Sara was possig aut, ond why did't che

celve ane?
That afternoon at recess Joy's best
friends Sasha and Kayla asked Joy if she was
going fo Sara's party. Joy gave the grrls @
confused look and replied forlornly,
4] guess nof. T didn't got an invitation®
Oh." Sasha repled
She passed them out this morning” stated
Kayla opologetically
Joy felt very lsft out. Tt ceemed lke ol of
e Friands were invited o Sara's party except

She went home and culked.

« Variety of realistic fiction stories
your students can relate to!

Teachers can quickly check student work.
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QUESTIONS

Skill-focused, scaffolded
questions

Multiple choice and short
answer

Preps students for state
testing

Rigorous and research-based
approach to questioning

" Charsctors and Chalenges
" Answer the folowing questions. Underine the text evidence in the color shown

| Who is the main character?

a  Miois upset that he doesn't have a cat

L. “Micwantstoadopt:Annie; bt his parerits say no

¢ Miowants to save Annie because she is a stray dog

d Mo wants to take Anne for a walk, but his dad Says no

3. What does the character do, say, think, and feel after the problem occurs?

Y. What is the solution to the problem?

a Mo goes home with his father

b. - Mio’s parents decide to adopt Annie for him as a surpric
. ¢ Mio decides to adopt Annie even though his parents t

: d Mio decdes to get a cat because they are less worb

L

2 What problem does the main character face? i)

- How Do Characters Respond to \L
Major Events and Challenges?
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28'¥ How Do Characters Respond to N

/ Major Events and Challenges?

Major Event or q

Challenge ’
the problem the

character faces

To defermine how a character responds to the major
event, ask yourself:

Who is the main character?
Wwhat is the problem?
What does the characfer do, say, think, and feel when
the problem occurs?

. What is the solution fo the problem?

. What steps does the main character fake fo solve the
problem?

©Qur

. Does this main character learn from the problem? How
does the character change? i fl

*

Anchor
chart

Use to
introduce
the skill

Students
reference
throughout
the unit

** ‘Characters and Challenges
5. What steps did the main character take fo resolve the problem?

bee_mgm_obocet

P/l bt

. Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence in the c

| Who is the main character? __JOU

2. What problem does the main character face?

a  Saradoesntt like Joy

b, Joy's friends are being mean to her.

¢ ~Joy doesn't get-aniinuitation to Sara’siparty

d  Joyis upset because she can't have a birthday party

3. What does the character do, say, think, and feel after the problem occurs?

Do Say Think Feel

Jou Afe[E verf Ted+ [T vuess p
\m d b gl e | Whet wes et e
’ ividatdu. Y emvelopes | sink

lie text duy of Sara. s psing
oud 7 O Joy feft m;‘
|

ot ot

of way faends
‘Hﬁjmu to
(mhdu}l

ereept me’)

at is the solution fo the problem? ) = )
Joy sulks and mopes m i l i

Joy has her own party
4 oy talks to Sara about her problem
Joy talks to her friends Sasha and Kayla about her problem

“What's wrong, Joy?" questioned Joy’s mom.
“All of my friends were invited fo Sara's birthday party except me,” sighed J
“Maybe it was a mistake. I think you should talk to Sara,” Joy's mom recomm
The next day at school, Joy approached Sara.

“Sara, I just wanted to talk fo you about your party. I was very hurt that I di
yinvitation because I thought we were friends,” Joy said.

“Didnt you get an invitation yesterday?” questioned Sara. “I know I made one

Characters and Challenges Name: Date:

Birthday Party Upset

t was just an average day at school. Mrs. Beckett’s second graders entered t1

'om with their usual enthusiastic chatter. Joy. sat down at her desk and began
g work. Joy was a good student who always completed her assignments and p:
on to her teacher.
suddenly, Joy noticed that the chatter in the classroom had gotten louder, so
1 up from her work. She observed a girl in her class named Sara passing out
ses fo some of the girls. The girls opened the envelopes in anticipation. Joy fel
sink. What was in the envelopes that Sara was passing out; and why didn't she
 one?

That afternoon at recess Joy's best
i Sasha and Kayla asked Joy if she was
o Sara’s party. Joy gave the girls a
od look and replied forlornly,
s not. I didn't get an invitation”
Oh,” Sasha replied.

She passed them out this morning,” stated

vz 3pologetically.

Your students can refer to the

Joy felt very left out. Tt seemed like all of

her friends were invited fo Sara’s party except

ag|

anchor chart throughout the unit. \(
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ASSESSMENTS «

" Characters and Challenges
- Answer the folowing questions Underlne the text evidence i the color shown

470L

Choracters and Challengee Nome: ——— e DG

TEST: School Bus Bully

Taiot rode the bus o and from school every day.She hated riding ”‘M (R ——— g ] B

becése a bigigrotprafthe older kids always bullied the younger kids. Taylor 3

2. What problem does the main character face?

a Natale doesn't have a lunch

ten to the

friends were feased and taunted. They were called babies. Some of the bulles e

kids

their things. ol

olderkidsrare: bulling the'younger kids:on the: school bus

kids get in trouble with
Kelly, one of the big bullies, stole Taylor's friend Natalie's backpack. She went through
Natalie’s lunch and ate her cookies. She threw everything else out of the bus wind

° Sq me f or mq'l' as p rac -I- | ce RS ——— S

of the other first and second graders that they needed to stand up fo the older kids. They

3. What does the character do, say, think, and feel after the problem occurs?

all agreed fo help

 Two tests with different Lexile

levels e
tothe
4. What is / ! ; vl )
a  Kelk =
itis b Tayk r tid
¢ Kel ‘ 3 |
- d Tayh -
Ll o OI -‘ o In 1e older .
sl the Y | { cut U bul
6. What trait could you use to describe the main character? Use text evidence fo support
o e ——————————— - i with —_— your answer. [ <
) i
she ofher first and second graders. They explained that the older kds had been buling ' . o e plde
= e i lp
 Follows best practices for i
I s o The principal was very disappointed fo hear that the older kids were being bullies. She Pl W h p.
called the older kids fo the office. Taylor had never seen the older kids look so afraid. The

principal scolded them She even called Kelly's mom. Kelly began crying because she knew

standardized assessments

that she was in trouble.

From that day on, the older kids left the younger kids alone. Taylor knew that she

had done the right thing. Telling the principal about the bullies had been a brave thing to do.
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V How Do Characters Respond to ﬂ
Major Events and Challenges?

Moaijor Event or

Challenge
Yhe problem the

character faces

To delermine how a characler responds to the major
evenl, ask yourself:

\whois the main characler?
Wwhat'is the problem?
What does the character do. say, think, and feel when
the problem occurs?
What is the solution fo the problem?
what sleps does the main character fake to solve the
problem?

. Does this main character learn from
does the characler change? .

he problem? How




Charocters ond Challengs Marne: Date:

A Trip to the Toy Store

Dylan raced to the mailbex. It was his eighth birthday. He wanted to see if he had any
birthday cards. A smile spread across his face as he spotted an envelope from his
grandparents in Missourl. Dylan brought the envelope inside and opened it. He was overjoyed

when he saw a twenty-dollar bill folded neatly Inside a note. The note read:

Dear Dylan,
Happy birthday! We love yeu and miss you Please use this money wisely We ean't
wait fo visif you in a week.

Love,

Grandma and Grandpa

Dylan was so excited. His mind raced with the toys he could buy. Should he buy ene of
the new Trensformers? Sheuld he add to his Lego collection? Maybe he should buy a new

video game.

e e s

Dylan begged his mom to drive him to the mall. She agreed because it was his
birthday. His mom was geing to shop ot a store next to the toy store. Before she left, she
warned Dylan, “Be sure to spend the money wisely”

Once in the toy store, Dylan became overwhelmed by his cheices His stemach growled
as he spotted the candy bins. He grabbed a bag and quickly began filling it. He could easily

buy candy and a toyl

Dylan filed @ bag with candy and picked out a Transformer. The cashier rang up the
candy. She fold Dylan that the candy cost $19.35. Dylan was forced to put the Transformer
back.

When Dylan’s mom saw that he had spent his money on candy, she was disappointed.
“The candy will be gone. That is a waste.” Dylan felt guilty. His mom was right. The candy
was gone In a day, and Dylan was left with nething. He could have had a new toy that lasted

a leng time, or he could have saved the money for something mere special. On his next

|l:L' birthday, Dylan planned to make a better choice with his money.

PO od

Answer the: following questions. Underine the text evidence in the color shown

) =) }

|. Whe Is the main character?

2 What problem does the maln character face?
Dylan wants & lot of toys for his birthday.
Cylan spends his birthday meney ‘on candy.
Dylan spends his birthday meney on a new Transformer.
Cylan does not get enough birthday money to buy everything he wants.

N =) )}

3. What does the character do, say, think, and feel after the problem occurs?

Gt

Think Feel

Do SY

4 What Is the solution to the problem?
Cylan buys a lot of candy.
Cylan buys Legos for his birthday the next year.
Dylan’s mom buys him the Transformer he wants.
Dylan learns that it 5 better to save his money for someathing that will
last.

8 =) )}

HE




CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Characters and Chall Marmne: Date:

600 Surviving the Storm

Becca was ten years old and was In fourth grade. Becca lived with her mom in a

house In Greensburg, Kansas. Becca's mom had to work late one day.

“Becca, would you like me to call Aunt Kristen to stay with you after school
tornorrew?” her mom inguired.

"I can stay by myself, Mem. After dll, I am ten now!” Becca replied confidently.

Becca's mom was apprehensive about leaving Becca alone, but she knew that Becca
was trustworthy and responsible. She earned straight As in school, and she always
completed her homework. She would only be alone for an hour.

The next day, Becca came straight home from school. The sky was elear, and the sun

was shining. While Becca would have liked to go outside fo play, che knew that che needed
to get her homework done, so Becca sat at her desk and worked. After some time, Becca
observed the room darken. She peered out the window and noticed that the sky was very
dark and dismal. Suddenly, Becea heard o loud erash. Instantly after the crash, a flash of
light streaked across the sky.

In Kansas, there were often storms. Sometimes these storms created treachercus
tornades. Becea knew this, so she immediately turned on the radic.

"Ternade conditions are forming near Greensburg, Kansas. If you live here, take
shelter,” the reporter announced.

Becca instantanecusly started to cry. She had been through tornades with her mom,

. but she had never been through one by herself. She tried to compose herself.

“T know what to do," she said to herself. "I've been through this before.”

Becca grabbed her puppy Otis, the radie, and a flashlight and dashed toward the

" bathroom. The bathroom was the safest place in her house because there were no

windows. Becca crouched on the floor as she clutched Otis.

Becea could hear the winds swirling around outside. It was getting louder and louder.
Suddenly, Becca heard the nolse of a loud train coming. This is what a tornade sounds like.
Becca continued to hug Otis to stop her trembling.

Eventually, the fornado passed. Becca remained crouched in her bathreem in fear
Mearnwhile, her mom raced home frem work.

“Beccal" her mom screamed.

Becca dorted out of the bathroom and embraced her mom.

“I'm okay, Mom. I did exactly what you tought me. I went to the bathroom with Otis,
and we are fine," Becca said.

. Beecea's mom was very proud of her couragesus daughter:

| " Characters and Challenges

+ 5. What steps did the main character take fo resclve the problem? 1]'&\'_

6. What trait could you use to describe the main character? Use text evidence to support

YOUF answer. )l}(_'_'_pTluTo_'} l

7 How did the challenge change the character?




= :
@ Characters and Challenges  Name: Date:
TEST: Saving Robin

Dan was walking to school with his best buddies Mark and James when they heard a
quiet chirp come from the bushes.

“What 15 that?" questioned Dan.

“T don't know, but we need to keep going to school,” replied James.

T think it's a bird!" exclaimed Dan.

Dan started rustling through the bushes. Sure enough, there was a tiny baby robin
laying on the ground. Dan locked up and spotted a bird nest in the tree above him.

T think this baby bird fell out of the nestl® Dan explained.

“"Who cares? It's just a silly bird. Let's go,” replied Mark.

“T could save H!" exclaimed Dan. *I read a book about birds. I think I can reach the
nest. If I pick It up with my gleves, I wen't gat my seent on it. If the baby rebin stays on

the ground, it will surely die.”

i lﬁ
. James said, “Okay, I'll help youl"

Mark headed of f to school without his friends because he didn't want to waste any
time on a baby bird.

Dan and James were able to rescue the baby bird and place it carefully back in its
nest. On their way home from school, they checked on the nest. They saw the baby robin
happily nibbling worms from its mom's beak.

Dan and James continued te check on the baby robin each morning on their way to

school. Dan was very glad that he had listened tfo his conecious instead of his friends when

he had heard the chirp in the bushes that morning.

Charoclers and
Answer the: following questions. Underine the text evidence In the color shown,

< =D )
l. Whe Is the main character?

2 What probler does the main character face?
Mark doesn't care about birds.
Dan hears a noisa in the bushes.
Dan doesn't want to waste his time on a bird,
Dan finds a baby robin that needs to be rescued

S [«=r) )

3. What does the character do, say, think, and feel after the problem ocours?

S =) JI

Think Feel

Do SY

4 What Is the solution to the problem?

a  Mark goes to school without his friends.
Dan and James put the baby robin back in its nest.
Dan and James chechk on the baby robin the next day.
Marl gets to schoaol on time, and Dan and James are late.

e sz )i




UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

The CHARACTER RESPONSE SKILL PACK
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Characters-Respond-to-Events-Challenges-Skill-Pack-RL23-Print-Digital-5988465

FULL YEAR BUNDLES AVAILABLE



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-Units-Full-Year-MEGA-Bundle-3058389
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-Formats-3416553
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-Formats-3416553
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-Units-Full-Year-MEGA-Bundle-3058389
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