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Characters, Setting, & Events

Willow and the Powerful Book

{ Level:

M

Willow Clarke went to school on Thursday, and she had a wonderful day. She got to do

like read books about animals and write stories about fun

all of her favorite things,
part of the day was when her teacher, Mrs.

adventures in unexplored lands. The best

[ Hutchinson, read her third-grade class a new chapter from a book about a majestic horse.

| Willow could imagine herself riding through the fields with the wind in her hair. The smell of

daisies and freedom permeated Willow's daydreams.

g After school, Willow started walking foward the public library. She went to the library

| every day after school to scour the stacks, mesmerized by every cover: She loved to run her

finger along every spine, observing books about scientists, pirates, explorers, and birds. Any
book was good fo her, as long as she could learn something from it. She had read 187 books
that schooPyeur dlready, and it was only December.
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Characters, Setting, & Events
Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence in the color Indicated

|. What do Willow’s actions show about her?

ly
us
nined:
thetic

sgether. The reporter said
sed Rosa Parks was riding the

in the back, but she refused s ggu answer the question above?

{om, justice, and equality for

<=y

ory.

Characters, Setting, & Events

Y. Explain how the time period of this story contributes to the plot.

ho was wearing a gray sweater buttoned all the way up to
‘ed at Willow with dark eyes and a stiff face.”

<=1

u about the librarian?

e

1

3l
ding

5. How is Willow’s problem similar fo Rosa Par'kr

{ 5 Both Wilow and Rosa Parks are trea’r:,
b. Both Wilow and Rosa Parhks are not allo

ss the two main settings of the story?
V&S T

| Willow’s home is ordinary
bw’s home is comfortable
d Willow’s home is boring
nd Willow’s home is welcoming.
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5 STORIES, 5 DRAMAS

Characters, Setting,
4. Explain how the

5. How is Willow’s

Both Willow
Both Willow
bus.

Both Willow
library.
Both Willow
color of the

6. Describe two e
details from the s

7 Loiflow sut
/
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Wllow fec

| Characters, Setting, & Even

Answer the following questior
|. What do Willow’s actic

a  Wilow is friendy
b Wilow
Gy

d. Willow is sympat

What detall from tr

hook

2. Read this sentence

“Willow noticed a ne\
her chin. The libraria

What does this sent

The librarian
The librarian
The fibrarian
The librariar

3. Which statemen

That night; they o
that something incredibl
bus and was fold fo give
to give up her seat; and
all people.

Freedom, justice, o
liked them. Her mom expl
be what they wanted. Ju
meant that everyone des
what they looked like, or
strong. She knew that if |
wanted o, as well.

The next day after
She returned her book frc
didn't even read it,” the (it
Willow did not respo
green book. She took it fo
please.”

The librarian snicker.
you.”

“This book s for mé;
on'the bus, and foday,Tirel
Thévetthe freedomtobeth
Without waiting for 1
and she proudly walked afl {

When she got to the c
sweater buttoned all the wa
eyes and a stiff face. To Wil

“You can't' check this £
counter:

Willow’s heart droppe:
was confused. It felt like tin
check out books every day,
Could I have done something

“I'm sorry, ma’am,” sl
pay?”

“No,” the librarian sai
kind can go over there.” She
that were dilapidated and r
said, “Colored” in thick blacl

“Don’t ask why again,

Willow knew that her
that it was a bad thing. She
have old books that were fi

Willow slowly shuffle:
these books. They were du
seem like they would disinte

As Willow walked hor
However, she knew that wc
one of those ugly signs in 1
10,000,000 miles through

When she arrived ho

“Is everything okay,
| story exploded out of her.
| her that what had happen:
| “Always remermber,
shimmering book just as m

QL /Characters, Setting, & Events i e Dt

Willow and the Powerful Book

Willow Clarke went to school on Thursday, and she had a wonderful day. She got fo do
all of her favorite things, like read books about animals and write stories about fun
adventures in unexplored lands. The best part of the day was when her teacher, Mrs.
Hutchinson, read her third-grade class a new chapter from a book about @ majestic horse.
Willow could imagine herself riding through the fields with the wind in her hair. The smell of
daisies and freedom permeated Willow’s daydreams.

After school, Willow started walking toward the public library. She went fo the fibrary
every day after school fo scour the stacks, mesmerized by every cover. She loved to run her
finger along every spine, observing books about scientists, pirates, explorers, and birds. Any
book was good to her, as long as she could learn something from it. She had read 187 books
that school year already, and it was only December.

When she opened the
library door, however, things
were different. Willow
spotted one book on display
that glimmered. Like a
magnet, Willow was drawn
to it. The shiny and perfect
book had a cover that was
blue with turquoise swirls
and golden diamonds, and
the spine was crisp. Willow
held the book as if it was a
rare and delicate flower.

Instead of looking for more
books, she brought this one
straight fo the checkout
counter because she wanted

to bring this treasure home
k[ right away.

Learn in color! Visual cues reinforce
text evidence

Teachers can quickly check student
work.

Variety of text structures to spark
comprehension AND curiosity.

Dive into literary texts including
redlistic fiction, historical fiction,
fantasy, science fiction, and
mysteries.
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QUESTIONS

« Skill-focused, scaffolded
questions

Multiple choice and short
answer

Preps students for state
testing

 Rigorous and research-based
approadch to questioning

[flow

[ Characters, Setting, & Events

Answer the following questions. Underine

a Wilow is friendly.
b Wilow is cautious.

oo e teTined

d‘ Willow is sympathetic

what detal from the story helped Y
7l ol

2 Read this sentence from the story.

«Willow noticed a new librarian who wi

her chin. The librarian angrily glared a
What does this sentence show you abr

a  The liorarian s supportive.
b._The lorarian i thoughtful
= The Torarinis judgmeriiol
d  The lprarianis understandint

3. Which statement best compares t

a Thelbrary is inspiring, and
b. The library is vast, and Willoy
¢ Thelbrary i welcoming, an¢
d The liorary is unhospitable, ¢

rmemele;«emdememl}\ewormmed

| What do Willow's actions show about her?

=
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ou answer the question g‘w ‘N‘\\o
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oticed 30°
w

[ Characters, Setting, & Events
4 Explain how the time period of this story contributes to the plot.

pot because Wil

¢ Ao check out o bk to her fle is 2

5. How is Willow’s problem similar fo Rosa Parks?

Both Wilow and Rosa Parks are treated unfairly by a llorarian

Both Willow and Rosa Parks are not allowed to ride in the front of the
bus.

Both Wilow and Rosa Parks are not allowed to check out books at
liorary

Both Willow and Rosa Parks arebeing discriminated aganstibeca

color: of their-skin

6. Deseribe two events that lead up fo Wilow standing up fo the lbrarian. Use at least two
detalls from the story fo support your answer: )

7 Wiffow sew_a gt at & delitlot faid Wo (toloreds
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ow vt dork
o Woro

ot YO

{ wios
(i penind the:

I
o oo WHE Jve o

sening 1 ’
1 v
ondition- A Agy

fine Yo



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom

ANCHOR CHARTS

 Anchor charts

the unit

reference

. The setting of a story or drama is where and when it takes place.

How to describe the setting:
L Lock for words and phrases that describe the setting
2 Use the words ond phrases to create o visudlization of the setting. Make sure that vour

DescribeSeffing || é'f

|f N Describe Events

The events of a story are the things that happen Events often lead up to

problems and solutions.

How to describe the events:

A characher's actions and words lead up o the eventa.

L Find the spot in the fext where a problem or major event occurs

oot “ior to the problem that hint that a problem is about to occur. These

 Use to infroduce the skill

« Students reference throughout

« Use in student journal as a

visualization s supported by text evidence.

Excerpt from Cnderels

1 who wias ol that & grest

He gave her his hand as she &l
nto the hsll among of the compsny There wss

they left off asnang, and
was every one to
e LUNANOWT

fused'r

y wis then heard bu
ne she 5! el how

Words and Phrases that Describe the Sketch of My Visua
Setting

Describe Characters

Characters are the people, srimals, or crechires In a story o play. Good
readers pay attention to details in a story and notice the traits of
characters.

How todescribe characters:

Wa can make inferences about characters through their words, thoughts, or actions.
L Ask yourself, “What is the character's pereonality?"

2. What doss the character say? What are his or her thoughts? What actions doss the
character take?
3 Ask yourself, “What kind of person would say, think, and do that?* Idantify the traits

that match the character.

and &f the bovel Boles,” she saol.

's anxdl paans,” oried the stepmother “That &5 aff

What does Cinderella say and think? ‘What does Cinderella do?

What does this tell you about Cinderella?

- | Excerpt from Cinderela

wi determine importont events
fhat major events happen after the problem that lead to the

her, and'

- oiss sippers...

roblem | Eventsleadinguptothe | EventsLeadingup tothe

Problem Solution

A4
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ASSESSMENTS

820L Characters, Setting, & Events
TEST: The Housewarming Ceremony

Sudath was peering through his gate at the busy people unloading furniture from

©ehicle, Tt looked like a new famly had moved in right cross from where they lved. It s @

= bt noiey” muttered Sudath under his breath. *T wonder what they are like." Just fhen, a boy
around his age came walking foward him. Sildth pretended-that he was locking'elsewhere: o
qvqldwmmﬁod,w{ﬂg-ﬁhds&&éh,

T Hellocaidithe boyito:Sudath, “Tim Malith Pujth: We moved i there a whie agoHe:

pointediacross the street. *Ts:y: Home? My Bl ke ot rnes tRer
o “Oh, b, T'm Sudath. Tt's nice fo meet you. Tl convey the message fo my mom" replied
When Sudath Sudath unexcitedly.

Malith thanked him politely and left. Later that day, Sudath’s mom had exciting news to

his mother, she pror
share after returning from meeting her new neighbors. “Mr. and Mrs. Pujth were so kind,”

toy and encouraged
friendly fo Malithe:

housewarming cere

<he said “They invited us fo their housewarming ceremony this Thursday. In the meantime,
they'd ke Sudath fo be Malith's friend and asked i it would be dlright fo send Maith here fo
play”

Sudath didet sser very thrilled. He did not like the idea of sharing his toys with
cthers, sspecially with someone he didn't know at all but his mother nsisted; <o he had fo
comply.

The very next day, Malith came looking for Sudath and greeted Sudath's parents
cheerfully as he waited for Sudath. After about fen minutes, Sudath returned with three foy
care, @ puzzle, and his very favorite model of a helicopter. Malth was excited ond grabbed

 Same format as practice

1o see any enmity |

che warned
A housewarr

performed when s
residence. The clot

| What do Sud¢ neighbors are invil
| are served. A pot

« Two tests with different Lexile levels

the helicopter, pretending to fly whie hovering it across fhe room and making sounds.

5 Sudsthis overflow, which si
b, Sudathi health, wealth, an

2 Susathil When Malit helicopter:
?;"}vg da\h\\t jsted between “No, thanks, but I ke this one,” replied Malith, rotating its propellrs uite fast.
d Su ex

rveolicakes dl T don't think that's a good idea,” interrupted Sudath, “because..” Before he could
serverolicdkes &

“You can try fhis car,” said Sudath, trying fo divert Molith's attention away from the

- o QB [ ot ot word, there was a clck, and the propelers hit the ground, breaking nfo a few
L4 o O' ‘-( :o I what del e edsly  [| Peces There was an awkward slence before Sudath exclamed, “You broke my helicopterl”
i nexpecteds
] :& o ot “Tn.Tim sorry?” stammered Malith. Tt was an accident.”
ot versed Vs, Pujth N, wasn't. None of #his would have happened if you had been careful.” sncpped
T et [ Susthiban oo 2 e eRly Sudath and ran away.
Sudathsr L
2 Read this € Eora
X 3 helicopter,” apo
el said “Oh, don’

| 1tave  good day? OFF they ol went.

m. Tt was a battery-
winat doesd 1" (i Sudoth unwrapped he ot box

udath could

a surprise awaited
and a minigture train- Si

« Follows best practices for
standardized assessments

dotals from o1, complete with the stations: engines, e TS
o || gperated train sef, com? e ed moving, which was fascnatind
iy 00 1 e s it sk when fhe 1t STRL Ly ver. St ek o7
a8 W "+ believe his luck Now, his had becore his favorite toy e
o | fuow b couldn't believe 't belongings. Not orly had he gained @ new fo¥.
o 4 i ;

¢ | worthwhile it was to sha
N | Wi #0Y K ganed a best friend

13 Whyist

™ ‘Mﬁﬁds\mﬂ e
i ce in the ‘summertime when

T

la
Tris story tahes P 9 Jpornood. Hs
ample time o Py <fter Maith moved to Sudath's neight

(sewarming party
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WHY IT WORKS

Certified Lexile measures

High - interest texts to motivate
readers

Cross - curricular topics

Characters, Set”

¢ “Yara,you

mere minutes away, which 1s wi
grant a wish Who wil t be?

Rebeca: I'm so nervous!

The Sky: This s . 've made my cholce.

The Skyt Yara of Hhe'Stn-Kissed Valey.

The Valoy Loador: Everyone, please recits our Sky Dance Chant to c

"As you can cee, The Sky e starting fo furn pi?

“The Vally Leaders (ponting o The Skr)
& han The Sky wil descend from above and choose cne el

(In the crowd, Rebeca pirches Yara's arm nervously)

Yora T don't wart o admit t but so om T

all The Sky downl

Al Gharooters (Except The Sky): The Sky, The Sky.ur friend up high. The time s nigl

4ha Heavens fo Earth, you must now fiy

(The Sky descends o o the llgers  fhe Sun-Kissed Vol After a moment's pat

il you be my dance partner. today?

Rebaca: Only fwe more dlesps unti the fastival, Momal
Mama: T know, my darling You mut be axcited.
Yaras: OF courss she's excited. Shes boon chosen fo dance with The Sky three fimes now, and she's only el
Rebeca: Dont ba Jeclous, Yara. You could have had your chance, but you're Just not wall-behaved enough.
Mames (gonfy) Now, now, Rebeca. Im sure that Yarars fime wil

é m eure that Yara's fime wil come. She just needs fo stay out of {foub, on
The Sky might Just pick her.this year. i =
(The Sky i visiblo outside the cottoge window)
The Sky: Onca avery yaar, there's a fastival in the Sun-Kissed Volley in my horor: Thay call it he Sky D
AWl of the vlagors come fogether and perform beautful dances as a giFt fo me. In the end, I descend fo E
dance with  vilager of my cholce, and that viloger gets o make one wih that T grant
(Back n the kitchen, the fomily has sat down with their vegetable stew)
Mama: What wil i Ti vl chooeaa ot ek

Rebeca: Il wish

Mama: (smiles) !

Characters, Setting, & Everts  Nom:

The Sky Dance Feshvgl

Characters: The Sky, Yara, Rebeca, Mama, The Valley Leader

Yara: What's th Play

Mama: You shou

Yara: (thinking.
SCENE | THE SUN-KISSED VALLEY, MORNING.

arrives, the Ve my place up here, the best seat in the theatre.

(The Sky watc) (Yara, Rebeca, and Moma.
st are working in the fields of the Sun-Kiss:
4 Which detal Yor (shocked) Yes. Yes! OF coursel vegetables, and chatting. The Sky looks down Ussed Valey: They re plonting seeds, picki
The Sky: Most ¥ Bt i e in) =

“You st (Yo and The Sky perform a beautiful donce o= the rest of the villagers watch witl different. The Sky: It's a great and terrible thing, being The Sky. I s
2 Yousio fiished, The Sky holds Yara's hand) o cea everything that happens down on E: o e
b “Oneoft | pewertre® SCENE THREE: Hhings lice bables being born and p.u; n&;»m T“M: : Voo

1 e fallng i love, but dlso €%
angthing! LwWhat 01 Sy Now my doar chid, what wil your wish be? e B | BT L ey pea et oo e % é

—Date: _____

rak Yor (2 loepsbroat <wap ploces withiyoutforione:year: Ll bec
ant to Yarat ;g o AT oseop o

DLy e Ttk amongst.fhe pecpl nd experience Eacth, Well swep backiagain-at
“Of course 2

times now,

The Valey Lea (In the fields, Yora sneaks o carrot and bites info it)

(The characters gasp in disbelef) e, R e bt

The Sky: Yaro, i s ruly the most becutiful gft In ol the centuries Tve spent w M Dot

» Scaffold approach will help your

5. What happens ¢

\What de had  chance to actually be a part of it all. Thark you. Thank you. Thank youl
s u e I . | r Y Varosith 3 modth il
S m e e g q de | e ve I & “The:Skyick e (Yo ascends up to where The Sky used fo aitond becomes o bilnt shade of pl - hiof.sartor)-Nothing: Mama.
0. The Shy cha Mames Yo il e N
carrot agoin, did't you? How many Rl

¢ The Sky deg Yoras That's the story of how I became The Sky for o year 1 got fo see everything that happens dowt carefullyl He'll know if any vy  times do I have fo tell you.. Farmer Paul counts
Gt yihing hos been stolen. couts
d Yara shocks nclading The Sky enfoying e with my famiy. Bost of ol from up here. T can stay out of troubleunti

Rebeca: I told youl

course.

expectations.

6 WHE W Yara's wis HLTHE EN ‘
(e Yora, you must start being sensi
g e = 'g sensible. The festival is in two. days. Don't you want to get,

» Yara: I've given up. I don't think my chance will ever come.

it
% & (The scene goes back up 1o The Sky; watching from above)
L a0 pedent
e o The One e
- et Sky: O of e frstrating things cbourt heing The'Sky is ot beig abla fo db anyffing. T

night ond ol T can do is wafch. Sometimes I long for-mare. That's why the Sky Dance Fastival

(] q r 2t ebecca s under 5&32229 my favorite day of the year.
cals W t opPY,
SS 0 o m Tested l uste d b o v e r 4 Rebec e {he plat? (Choose all that opeY ) ?$ENE ; INSIDE THE COTTAGE, EVENING
M I I | ting of the BaY al, whit o, Rebeco, and Mema are A
e o pefore and 4rng the Sky Dance Festv preparng vegetables o dier)
taes place e fches
5 Thisstory The Sky Wt
1 OOO Teq( : he r‘s a nd C .r - I TrersTESH o qnssed VY where
ry takes P e t
) b Thisstoy s cottage W
Tt o u n I n g " o over everdtind e Yora, Relpecca, and MamES -

Tris story tahes P ~ When Rebec® works to
ccussing the fest o of ayedr Whe!

are dsct \aves Pace over the cours e

Hyq T bt ;
: \2‘\‘ ;“ on to dance with The St atthe §

help students grow their reading skill
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the A Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of nonfiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-
instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile ABO(JT LEXILE LEVELS

grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text et

a xile 3
PPropriate rigor and dlffnronfluhgn for and McmMch.rcsj fo ensure

it, students are not \2 complexity band, students will 1007% Tt s g

Lexile of a text is megg ured, spacific, M
8 3

e selentifle, quantit,
g ative text
easurable attrbytes of the text ext levels. When the

exposure fo linguistic and engage with appropriate text and G g et e o 7 7
foutes for humans to evalugte, soa compu‘r:f . and text cohesion These are
Measures tham,

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary,

sure that styd,
grade. Lexile m udents are col
measures help educators scaffold gnd dc:f and career ready by the end of 12
ITTerentiat,

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage

Grade Bang

provides teachers with opportunities - Comm e Mot
- to scaffold instruction. = —

Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, | O
students make greater reading gains Lead the way! Our texts are [ i ——
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-level | ==n iy =

-

—

' however, should be +
Independence bath within ond serog o

much as two grade levels above o] expectations and set students]. " i
their “instructional” reading level. up for success.




TAKE A PEEK

CHARACTERS, SETTINGS, & EVENTS |1 A ROUT LEXILE LEVELS

é_ 4 1 MagiCore Learning, LLC Is a certified Lexile™ Partner. These texts are

officially measured and approved by Lexlle and MetaMetrics® to ensure

by . appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.
Table of Contents

*This product includes 12 Lexile™ leveled stories in the 4"-5" Grade Common Core Text The Lexlle Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Complexity Band (the range for 45" grade is 7HO-I10I0). Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are
*  Anchor Chart/Journal Pages fer Characters, Setting, & Events difficult attributes for humane fo evaluate, so a computer measures them
Let's Play Lava- 740L Common Core State Standards uses Lexlle level bands as one measure of text complexity.
A Perfect Snow Day- 7H0L Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12
Willow and the Powerful Book- B30L grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as
The Vikings Are Coming- GHOL menitor reading growth.
) The Organized Pixie- 970L w  j L ®wwF 4
Dramas Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned o
Olivia and the New Tutor | . Common Core Expmm
The Wicked Warlock of the West 190L-530L
The School Project
The Sky Dance Festival
Phone Calls from Outer Space 4-5 7HOL-I010L

2-3 H20L-820L

6-8 q25L-lIB5L

The Housewarming Ceremony- B20L

The Birthday Party (Play) Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and

The Google Slides version of this resource requires that you make support to reach fext at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the

a copy of the resource to your own Google Drive. Commeon Core Standards, "It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely

CLICK HERE TO MAKE A COPY OF THIS RESOURCE TO YOUR GOOGLE

DRIVE general movernent, however, should be teward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

* You MUST have a Google account in order fo access fhis resource. Clisk HERE if you independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
need help setting up @ Google account.

appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built info the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The

.

B Describe Events . ]

. The events of a story are the things that happen. Events often lead up to

problems and soluticns.

How todescribe the events:

A character's actions and words lead up to the events
Find the spot in the text where a problem or majer event occurs.
Identify clues prior to the problem that hint that a preblem is dbout to accur. These
clues can help you determine important events.
Ack yourself, “What major everts happen after the preblem that lead to the
resolution?"
Excerpt from Cinderela
s son was alays by her, and never
ceased his compitents ana Bind speechas to
wiom & ! resome
quite foroot what her Goomot/ T
her, So that she at ISt counted the abek &
twele when she took & to be no more th
She then rose up and fied as nimb
Brince folowed, but
behind one of her gBass

F

Major Event or Problem Events Leading up to the Events Leading up to the
Problem Solution




AND ANOTHER PEEK
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. qyoL Characters, Setting, & Events Name:
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The Vikings Are Coming

AD. 7, Sedham, England.

Alfred had just celebrated his [0th year on earth when he noticed ships on the horizen.

At first, he thought that they were normal trading ships because he was used to seeing them

1 call past the shore while he sat on a large rock end threw smaller rocks info the ocean. He

was just ten years old, but his father had already begun giving him work. His fother’s name

i| was Edward, and he was a blacksmith who worked with metal to make axes, shovels, and

| sometimes even swords. Alfred was his apprentice, and despite his young age, he had become

F

1 were not ordinary ships, something Alfred

1 quite good at labouring In the heat of the fires.

Alfred knew that the ships on the horizon

0

redlized when he noticed the dragen heads on

the fronts and backs of the long ships that

| were carved from the same wood as the

1 vessels. He had heard tales about ships sueh es

those he was watching closing in on him and

4 rushing through he waves, but he had never [
thought that he would see one, let dlone o fleet [’-
of ten. They were sailing beside each other so

Y| that every single ship was visble on the water's ;._\
g edge. "They are Vikings," Alfred said to himself T
fretfully. “The Vikings are coming to Seaham!” '

Alfred didn't know what de, but if anyone had the answers, it would be hie father. He

ran up the hill, which blocked the sea's winds from reaching the village of Seaham. The hill
was green, yellow, red, and blue, covered with all kinds of flowers and plants. He ran down
the hill aggin, through the village, and toward ancther hill, where his father's weorkshop stood
!| at the foot.

“Father! Father!” he bellowed ag he ran, stones flying in every direction beneath his

i feet. He could hear the metal hitting metdl as his father worked, but it stopped after the

second time he shouted.

“What is it, Afred?" his father asked impatiently.

“There are Danes comingl” Alfred responded, barely able fo breathe.
“What do you mean, ‘The Danes are coming'?” his father asked, perplexed.
"1 spotted Dane Viking ships in the sea,” Alfred replied frantically.

“Show rme where they are,” his father commanded, and Alfred did as he was told. He

made his father follow him through the village, up the hill, and down toward the shore. There
they were, closer than when Alfred had left. Edward stopped in his tracks and said hurriedly,
[| “Do you remember how I tought you to ride that little horse? Alfred nedded. “You take that
horse, ride fo Durham, and you tell Osulf what you've seen while I tell the rest of the

| village.”

"Father, I'm only ten,” Alfred pleaded.

“Aye, but you're my sen, and you are wise beyond your years, so get going,”

responded Edward.

Alfred get onto his horse, and he rode toward Durham. He trekked through the

| forests, up and down hills, through villages, and over bridges until he arrived in Durham and
| rode directly toward the fortress. He had been In Durham ence, and he had seen Osulf, the
earl, speak from on top of the ramparts. He got of his herse and was just dbout fo walk
through the gates when a guard stopped him.

"“What is it you're doing?” the man asked. He was wearing a helmet and a red jacket

1 with a golden horse on if.

"I have fo speck to Earl Osulf,"* Alfred said anxiously The guard loughed as though

Alfred's request was ridiculous.

“Why de you have to speak to earl Osulf?" the guard questioned.
"I'm the son of the blacksmith at Seaham, and the Vikings are coming,” Alfred replied

H hostily.

The guard's expresslon changed to startled. "Are you sure gbout what you've seen?"

he asked. “Yeg, my father saw them, too,” Alfred said. The guarded nedded and replied,
[| "Alright; T'll take you te the earl, but enly so that you ean repert to him what you saw.”

The guard quickly escorted Alfred through the gates to a fower and down a long

| corridor that led 1o @ locked door. The guard shouted, “It's a messenger, Earl Osulfl* There

" was a dlight pause.

'T don't have time now,” a strong volce suddenly sounded from inside the room.
The guard shook his head and replied, “You might want to listen to this news”
Alfred could almost hear the earl sigh, and he felt frightened. He had never been so

\ 2 Read this sentence from the sfory.

Characlers, Se"'ng. & Events
Arswer the following questions. Underine the: text evidence In the color iIndicasted

IJ |. What do Alfred's actions show about him?

Affred is curicus about new things
Affred is daring when there 8 danger
Affred ith
Affred'is ¢

1 —— -
N )

“Aye, but you're my son, and you are wise beyond yeour years, so get going,’ responded
| Edward.”

1 What does this sentence show you about how Alfred's father feels about him?

Affred’s father = desperate for help.

Alfred’s father is uneasy about his son taking on 8 big responsibility.
Alfred’s father is certain that his son will be nervous about going to speak
with the ear|

Affred’s father trusts his son with maj
only ten

responsibiities even though he is

3. Why I the setting of the story important o the plot? (Choose all that apply.)

| (e |
This story takes pace when children didnt go te school
This story takes place on a hil wherea Afred spots Viking ships.

This story takes place long ago when the Vilsings were a danger.

This story takes place in the past when people traveled mainly by ships and




CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Play Characters, Setting, & Events Name: - Date:

The Wicked Warlock of the West

Charachers: Theo, Otis, Winnie, Mr. West

| SCENE k THE WOODS, DAY

( Thee, Otis, and Winnie have ridden their bicycles fo their fovorite cf

woods. They've strefched out on a picnic blanket and are sating snocks and'
Through the fress, a white houss with peeling paint and cresping vines is just

wigibiz.)

| Winnies T wish that old Me. West's housa didn't have o be 20 close fa cur favorite |/

| clearing. It creeps me out.

| O You mean, the Wicked Warlock of the West? ([ Otis makes spooky

1 sounds and wiggles his Fingers in Winnie'e foce. She swats him away)

il Thee: I don't think Mr. West ie wicked. He's always seemed pretty nice fo me.

| Otie= Nice?! No way. The other week, Johnny Fry threw recke ot his windew, and the Wicked Warlock came running ,:

j: out and shouted curses at him..real curses The next day, Johnny come down with the worst flu he'd ever had.

i Wirmde: Ugh, that'e se searyl I heard that there are alwoys strange emells coming from his house from all of

; the weird things he cocks They're probably evil potions.

| Thees (shrugs) Maybe he just lkes to cook different foods than we de. Anyway, Johany Fry chouldn't have
1| been throwing rocks ot Mr. West's window. It's not very nice. I'd probably curse him, foo.

‘ { Winnie and O#is laugh)

(i Oh, really? Wel, if you love the Wicked Warlack sa much, how about you go knack on his deor right now and
pay him a vigit?

| Winnie: No, Otis, don't dare him. IFs oo dangarous.

| Thee: I'm net seared

. Otigz Great. Then I dare you to go in there and try to steal some cockles from the Wicked Warlock If you come

:|back without getting cursed, you can have half of the stalen cockies and the rest of our lemonads.

d Theo: [ Theo looks down af fhe snacks left on the blanket) Fine, dare accepted, but T won't steal the

cookies. I'l ask. I'm sure that Mr. West will give me some.

Ot Hal Good luck with that
Winnie: Be caraful, Theal

SCENE Z INSIDE MR WEST'S HOUSE, DAY

(M Wast fe sldarly and frail He has grey hair, glasses, and o walking stizk He's st rite armchair

while raoding the newspgper He hears o knock ot the door, and he slowly gets yp fo answer i)
Mr: West: Hello? Whe's there? (Mr West apens the abor fo Theo on the other side)
Theo: Gocd afterncon, Mr. Weet. My name's Theodere Harris.

M. West: (M Wes? peers in closer o look of Theo. He adusts his glasses) What do you want? Come 1o cause

trouble, have you?

Theo: (sfommering) N-no. I just wanted.. ( Theo pauses, panicking for '@ mament. He hasn't really thought this

through)

M West: Well?

Theo: I just wanted fo say that I'm sorry about the kids that threw rocks ot your house the other week
Mr: West: Hrnm, are these troublemokers friends of yours?

Theo: Mo, actually. Te be hanest, I waos glad when you curaed Johnny Fry with that flu He's kind of a buly ot
achaool

Mr: West: Cursed? You think that I cursed the boy?

Thea: (stammering again) Well, people say.that you're a.that you velled strange words ot Johnny. The next day,
he had a terrible flu, 20 people thought that you cursed him.

M West: (M- West bursts out loughing He laughs and louchs as Thee watches, eonfused) That was no curse,
revy boyl When I get angry, I sometimee start speaking in German, which is my native language. That'e all. { Thee

smiles at i)

Theo My mother was born in Germany. She sometimes cooks German foods, like rouloden and brotwurst.

Mr: West: 1 love rouladen and bratwurst, but when I cook German foods, the neighbors think that it emells weird.

| ( They get on their bicycles and ride away from #he clearing

: and M West loughing as they practice German fogether:)

: Theo: ( Thae smies wider) My mother wants me to start learning the German languoge this year. She's been

| looking for a tuter.

;]

Al

| M. West: Well, if you'd ke, I can give you a quick lessen now. Do you want to come in?

( Theo follows Mr West info fthe house. They sit down at the kitchen table, and M West grabs a book of German

phrases from a bookshelfl)

Mr. Wesk: We can start with the basics. Like gufen fag for "good doy” and ja for "yee".

Thee: (rapeating thoughtfuly) Guten fag good doy” and jo for "yec" that seems sasy enough.
, - West: Would you like some cockies while we practice?

.| Thee: Jo, please

H (M West chuckies and brings Theo o bag of cookies from the shelf The two of them sif happlly as they study

*he Garman book and eat cookres)

';: SCENE 3 THE WOODS, TWILIGHT
| ( Winnte and’ O#s have packed up their plentc and are getiing back on thetr bicycles fo ride home. Winnie fs
i looking worriedly af Mr West's house fhrough the frees)

1 Winnier Ttz been hours! What do you think has happened to Theo? Shouldn't we look for him?

i OHis Mo wayl IH's toe risky. The Wicked Warlock might have turned him Inte a rat, or maybe he's erushing Theo's

bones fo uge in one of hiz evil potions as we speak.

Winnie: Don't aven joke obout that! Surely we would have heard Theo shouting far help.
Oie: Maybe the Warleck transformed hie vocal cherds info worms.

Winndes: (scolaing) Otiel

| Otis: Anyway, it Thea's foult for thinking that the Wicked Warlock could possibly be miee. I'm just disoppointed

| that we didn't get any cockies in the end.

he distance, there iz the faint sound of Thee
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820L Characters, Setting, & Events ~ Name:

TEST: The Housewarming Ceremony

Sudath was peering through his gate at the busy people unloading furniture frem a
vehicle. It looked lke a new family had moved in right across from where they lived. "It is &
bit noisy," muttered Sudath under his breath. "I wonder what they are lke." Just then, a boy
around his age came walking feward him. Sudath pretended that he wae locking elsewhere fo
| avold conversation with the stranger.

: "Helle,” sald the boy to Sudath, "I'm Madlith Pujith. We moved in there a while ago.® He
pointed across the street. “Is your mom home? My mom would like fo meet her”

d “Oh, hi, I'm Sudath. It's nice to meet you. I'll corvey the message to my mom,” replied
1 Sudath unexcitedly.

: Malith thanked him politely and left. Later thet day, Sudath's mom had exciting news to
| share after returning from meeting her new neighbors. “Mr. and Mrs. Pujith were so kind,"
she said. “They invited us to their housewarming ceremony this Thursday. In the meantime,
they'd like Sudath to be Malith's friend and asked If It would be alright to send Malith here to
play.”

Sudath didn't seem very thrilled. He did not like the idea of sharing his toys with

1 others, especially with someone he didn't knew at all, but his mether insisted, se he had to

| comply.

g The very next day, Malith came locking for Sudath and greeted Sudath's parents

1 cheerfully as he waited for Sudath. After cbout ten minutes, Sudath returned with three toy
cars, a puzzle, and his very faverite model of a helicopter. Malith was excited and grabbed

| the helicopter, pretending to fly while hovering it across the room and making sounds.

6 “You can try this car,” sald Sudath, trying fo divert Malith's attention away from the
helicopter.
"No, thanks, but I like this one,” replied Malith, rotating its propellers quite fast.

“T dor't think that’s a goed idea,” interrupted Sudath, "because.." Before he could
utter ancther weord, there was a cfick, and the propellers hit the ground, breaking into a few
pleces. There was an awkward gllence before Sudath exclaimed, "You broke my helicopter!”

i “I'm..I'm serry,” stammered Malith. “It was an accident.”

| “No, It wasn't. None of this would have happened if you had been careful,” snapped
Sudath. Mdlith threw a glance at Sudath and ran away.

When Sudath relayed the incident fo

1 his mother, she promised to buy him a new
toy and encouraged him to forgive and be
friendly to Malith again. “Tomorrow is the
housewarming ceremony, and I do not want
| to see any enmity between the two of you,"

El she warned.

A housewarming ceremony Is

performed when someone moves Info a naw
residence. The closest family members and
nelghbors are invited over, and refreshments
are served. A pot of milk is left to boill and

i overflow, which signifies the overflowing of
health, wealth, and harmeny.

When Malith saw Sudath during their housewarming ceremony, an awkwardness

existed between them. Mrs. Pujith sensed this, and fo put things right, she ordered Malith to
serve oll cakes and milk rice to Sudath. Unable to disobey his mother, Malith slowly walked
| over to the table where the refreshments were kept and served some to Sudath. A sudden
.:: unexpected smile washed over Sudath’s face, and Malith smiled in return. Soon, they were

| both seen chatting happlly, and befors they knew if, it was time to leave.

Mrs. Pujith called Sudath over and handed him a gift. “This is for being @ good friend to

Malith," she said, patting his haad.

Sudath’s mother was overwhelmed. “Well, you didn't have to,” she said.
“Oh, that’s fine. I'm glad that they're friends again, and I'm sorry about the

helicopter,” apologized Mrs. Pujith.

“Ch, don't werry dbout i assured Sudath’s mother. “Thank you for inviting us over.

 Have « good day” Off they all went.

When Sudath unwrapped his gift box, a surprise owaited him. It was a battery=

operated train set, complete with the stations, engines, and a miniature train. Sudath could

even notice a litfle smoke when the train started moving, which was fascinating to watch. He
couldn’t believe hie luck. Mow, this had become his favorite toy ever. Sudath redlized how

| worthwhile it was to share his belongings. Net only had he gained a new toy, but he had dlso

gained a best friend.

Characters, Setting, & Events
Arswer the folowing questions. Underine the text evidence In the ocobr indcated.

:‘ |. What do Sudath's actions show about him?

Sudath is outgoing.
is Unpleasant
Sudath lkes to be on his own.

Sudath is lohely and

hat detall from the story helped you answer the guestion above?

. Read this sentence from the story.

“Hello," said the boy to Sudath, 'T'm Malith Pujith. We moved in there a while ago."”

i What does this sentence show you about Malith? How is he different from Sudath? Use two

detalls from the text to support your answer.

.:E | —
i 3. Why is the setting of the story important to the plot? ]l:‘* Hatow

place in a new house and a new school for Malith,

place in the pa: =g l2 had housewarming parties.

,r: ace in the summertima when Malith and Sudath have
ample ti me to
This story takes plafe after Malth maoved to Sudath’s neighborhood. His
family is havin g a houses x-ar‘r*n'*; party.
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