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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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A Very Strange Pet
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Integrate Information Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1070L

1. Are you in the market for 
a pet, but bored by the boring, 
same-old choices of iguana, 
parakeet, or goldfish? Well, you 
might just be the perfect candidate 
for an Axolotl. An axolotl (ACK-suh-
LAH-tuhl), also known as the 
Mexican Walking Fish, is a type of 
salamander native to Mexico. In 
fact, the species was originally found 
exclusively in Xochimilco (SO-chee-
MILL-co), a lake complex near 
Mexico City. It has the rare trait of 
keeping its larval features
throughout its adult life, meaning that it keeps its tadpole-like dorsal fin. This 
fin runs the length of its body. The axolotl will also keep its feathery external 
gills, which protrude from the back of its wide head. These gills are lined with

filaments to increase surface area to 
help with gas exchange. This 
condition of keeping its larval features 
is called neoteny. 
2. Axolotls are also different 
from other salamanders because they 
live in water permanently. There are 
some very rare cases in which they 
will completely mature and leave the 
water, but they are very happy to stay 
at the bottom of Xochimilco’s lakes 
and canals.
3. Axolotls are closely related 
to tiger salamanders, and they can 
become rather large. In fact, they can 
reach up to a foot in length. However, 
their average length is about six 
inches. They’re typically black or 
brown colored, but albino and white 
varieties are relatively common, 
particularly among captive axolotls.
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4. Axolotls have a rather long 
lifespan for an amphibian, surviving 
up to 15 years. Their diet consists of 
mollusks, worms, insect larvae, 
crustaceans, and some fish. Axolotls 
are accustomed to being a top 
predator in their habitat, and 
therefore their populations have 
begun to decline as large fish entered 
their habitat. Natural threats include 
predatory birds such as herons. 

Ready for More?

Check out this video to see if an 
Axolotis is the right pet for you.

Video Link 
https://commoncorekingdom.com/a
xolotl-care-guide

5. Not only have axolotl populations declined because of the 
introduction of large fish, but the demands of Mexico City have led to much 
of the Xochimilco Lake complex’s waters being drained and/or contaminated. 
Axolotls are also very popular in aquariums, and roasted axolotl is 
considered a delicacy in Mexico, causing their population to decline even 
further. They are considered a critically endangered species. 
6. Although the axolotl’s numbers are rapidly dwindling in the wild, 
they’re becoming ever more popular as pets. These amphibians make great 
pets because they’re incredibly adaptable and hardy. Their adaptability 
allows them to handle water changes and impurities in their environment. 
However, the water an axolotl lives in should never dip below 61 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This would cause your pet axolotl to have a slower metabolism. 
7. Axolotls are great pets for people who may not have a lot of 
experience caring for exotic animals. However, there are a few things you 
should keep in mind when raising an axolotl. Watch the video to learn more 
about axolotl care! 
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. What information about axolotls can the reader infer from one of 
the accompanying sources but not the text? 

a. The axolotl’s eyelid type
b. The temperature at which to keep an axolotl’s water above
c. Why axolotls make great pets
d. How endangered axolotls are

2. According to the diagram, the axolotl population has __________ 
since 1996. 

a. Increased
b. Decreased
c. Remained the same
d. Been completely eliminated

3. Explain how the informational diagram provides additional 
evidence for a fact the author states in the passage. 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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4. The article includes photos of axolotls because

a. axolotls need to spend some of their time out of the water.
b. they show where the axolotl originates from.
c. they illustrate axolotl’s external gills.
d. natural predators are causing the axolotl population to 

decline.

5. What information does the video contain about owning an axolotl 
as a pet that the passage does not? Does the information provided in 
the video convince you that owning an axolotl as a pet is a good 
idea? Why or why not? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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Compare & Contrast
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