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Sri Lanka, April 2018

Udesh met Anuk on his way home from school. 
“What are your plans for the weekend?” he inquired. 
Anuk pondered for a moment and said, “Nothing much really. I have to get my bicycle 

fixed.”
“Well, I was meaning to ask you something,” went on Udesh. “We learned about 

charitable deeds at school, and I would like to engage in one…”
“That’s really considerate,” encouraged Anuk. “Have you thought of any?”
“Well…I did think of something, but it seems like a farfetched idea,” replied Udesh, quite 

unsure.
“What is it?” asked Anuk curiously.
“A dansala…a small dansala,” said Udesh.
“Wow!” exclaimed Anuk. “I didn’t expect that.”
“I know…and that is why I’m dropping the idea,” replied Udesh apprehensively.
“No, no, you mustn’t give up. I can help you if you like,” said Anuk with determination.
“I could certainly use your help,” smiled Udesh. “Come home in the evening, and let’s 

discuss a plan.” The boys headed home hurriedly.
A dansala is a roadside stall, often found in Sri Lanka, that distributes free 

refreshments to people who are passing by. Running a dansala is a great act of charity and 
kindness. Several types of food items are given away at a dansala, ranging from soft drinks 
to fried rice. Anybody is free to walk in and have his or her share at any time. 

Anuk and Udesh decided to have a chickpeas dansala, but first, they had to boil the 
chickpeas in a big pot. Udesh’s mother came forward to help, but the boys wanted to do it 
themselves with little help. They measured the amount required, poured water into the pot, 
and let it boil. When this was done, the chickpeas were tempered with coconut and spices to 
concoct the perfect flavor. Cooking the chickpeas was taking too long, so the boys decided to 
take a quick break and come back in a while to check on their food. 

When they returned, to their utmost despair, the chickpeas had turned black! Udesh’s 
mother rushed to the scene only to discover that the fire had been kept on high, which had 
resulted in the burn.

The Dansala
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©Julie Bochese, 2018

Context Clues Name: _____________________________________ Date: ______________



“I know just the right thing!” exclaimed Kanthi, much to the surprise and relief of 
everyone. “Flowers! Let’s give away flowers of all kinds!”

That did not seem like a bad idea. The next morning, the boys and girls hunted for 
flowers everywhere and came up with bunches of beautiful flowers. There were too many to 
count.

“This is more than we expected,” said Anuk happily.
“Yes, we would have been in trouble if the girls hadn’t helped us,” said Udesh as he 

smiled at the pleased girls. “Flowers may seem small and insignificant, but they are very 
useful in offerings and prayers.”

“And…I’m sure everyone will want flowers since they are too pretty to be refused,” 
added Anuk with a chuckle.

Everybody couldn’t agree more.

We cannot serve 
this!” cried the boys. 
“What are we to do now?”

Just then, Kanthi and 
Rathna came looking for 
Udesh to borrow some 
notes from the school day. 
They heard what had 
happened and felt sorry 
for the boys.

“Let’s not be 
disheartened,” pacified 
Rathna. “We can always 
give away something else.”

“But what? 
Something has to be done 
soon!” cried Udesh in 
dismay.
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1. What is the meaning of the word “charitable” as it is used in the story?

a. useful
b. money
c. profitable
d. generous

2. Read this sentence from the story.

“‘That’s really considerate,’ encouraged Anuk.”

What is the meaning of the word “considerate” as it is used in the sentence above?

a. caring
b. selfish
c. exciting
d. enjoyable

3. What is the meaning of the word “distributes” as it is used in the story? 

a. sells
b. profits
c. receives
d. gives out

4. What is the meaning of the word “concoct” as it is used in the story?

a. scent
b. drink
c. create
d. consume

Context Clues

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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5. Read these sentences from the story.

“‘Let’s not be disheartened,’ pacified Rathna. ‘We can always give away something else.’”

What is the meaning of the word “disheartened” as it is used in the sentence above?

a. upset
b. joyous
c. uncaring
d. miserable

6. What does the word “dismay” show about how Udesh felt? Use one detail from the 
passage and one detail about word parts to support your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

7. What is the meaning of the word “insignificant” as it is used in the story?

a. central
b. colorful
c. striking
d. unimportant

Context Clues



“I’m never coming back to this park!” said a very red, very angry Tiffany. She was at the new 
park that had opened up in her neighborhood. It boasted one of the best jungle gyms in the city. It 
consisted of a series of twisted metal rungs and ladders and an entire rope climbing station, which was 
the setting of Tiffany’s dilemma. She had been trying to climb the rope for quite some time now, as 
evidenced by her red palms and scratched shins. If it was any consolation, nobody else had been able to 
climb it either, but all of the other kids had left after a couple of attempts.

Tiffany’s dad bent down until he was at eye level with her, and he pushed her hair out of her eyes. 
“Tiffany, dear, we don’t ever give up. We try again and again until we get it. How about we come back 
tomorrow and try again?” he suggested.

“Yeah, I think that sounds better,” Tiffany huffed. 
Tiffany spent the remainder of her time playing on the swings and slides. She was having so much 

fun! She couldn’t wait to come back tomorrow and try again.
The next day, Tiffany raced to the park after school, eager to play on all of the things she had 

tried yesterday. This time, however, there were a couple of kids from her school at the park. Tiffany 
felt a little apprehensive about having a small audience while she tried something new, but she was 
determined to conquer the rope. 

Sports Day
860L
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Once again, she made her way to the 
rope climbing set and tried to cling to the 
rope. Her palms were still raw from 
yesterday’s failed attempts, so she was 
unable to hold on for more than a few 
minutes. By this time, she had caught the 
attention of the other students milling around.

“What’s wrong, Tiffany? Can’t climb a 
little rope?” they jeered.

“It’s so easy; even a baby can do it!” 
they laughed.

Tiffany felt her neck turning red as 
she continued her attempts. At least she was 
trying; hard work always paid off. Tiffany 
continued to climb until her dad called her for 
dinner. It was hard, but it was easier than 
yesterday. The taunts still rang in her ears, 
but they strengthened her resolve to try 
harder. 



Tiffany visited the park every day after school and attempted to climb the rope. Sometimes there 
were other students present, and they passed snide comments, but Tiffany ignored them and continued 
bettering herself. After two weeks of hard work, Tiffany smiled triumphantly as she swung from the 
very top of the rope. She had callouses on her hands and a couple scratches on her shins, but the 
euphoria of reaching the top trumped all of that.

******************************                              

It was the annual sports day event of the year. Tiffany and her friends were so excited because 
they would win for sure this year! They had spent the morning in a variety of water sports- from a 
water balloon toss to carrying a spoonful of water without spilling it. A barrel run and balancing eggs 
followed this. Tiffany and her friend won the barrel run, crossing the finish line way before everyone else. 
Tiffany waited anxiously for the third and last part of the day, which was a series of team events. She 
couldn’t wait to run the obstacle course if they made it to the finals.

After winning both the leg tie race and the marathon, Tiffany, along with her team, advanced to 
the finals. They stood at the start of the obstacle course, and both team captains shook hands. Tiffany 
saw that the majority of the kids on the other team were the ones she often saw in the park…the same 
ones who had not been so nice. 

As soon as Tiffany was handed the baton, she shot off, dust rising from where her feet had been 
a second ago; Tiffany tore through the obstacle course. She could feel her opponent right behind her, so 
she used her remaining energy to push her way through to the last obstacle. She looked ahead and almost 
laughed in relief. The last task was always the hardest, but this year, it would be easy for her. The last 
obstacle was a rope climb! 

Tiffany could see the flag waving at the top. The first team to return with the flag would 
win. Tiffany grabbed the rope with her hands, her callouses already familiar with the rough material. With 
practiced strokes, she quickly made her way to the top. By the time she reached the bottom, her 
opponent was still struggling with the climb. Tiffany stopped for a minute to see if she could be of any 
help. After noticing that the placement of her feet could be better, Tiffany called out, “Hey! Try placing 
one foot on top of the other with the rope in the middle!” This was a trick she had picked up from her 
numerous rope climbs. After seeing that the other girl had gotten the hang of the trick, Tiffany clutched 
her flag and ran to the finish line, where she was greeted by cheers from her teammates. 

Tiffany celebrated her win with the rest of her team, finally being able to take home the trophy 
at the end of the day. As she was making her way to the car with her dad, she heard someone calling 
after her. She turned around to see who it was and was surprised to see that it was the girl from the 
last obstacle.

“Tiffany, hi! I just wanted to apologize for my behavior at the park. I laughed at you learning how 
to climb that rope, but I couldn’t have done it without your help today, even though I was mean to you 
before. I just wanted to say thank you and congratulations!” she finished with a hug as she walked away.

Tiffany smiled to herself. Her dad was right; hard work always paid off. ©Julie Bochese
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1. What is the meaning of the word “dilemma” as it is used in the story?

a. fright
b. delight
c. problem
d. excitement

2.Read this sentence from the story.

“If it was any consolation, nobody else had been able to climb it either…”

What is the meaning of the word “consolation” as it is used in the sentence above?

a. prize
b. award
c. comfort
d. frustration

3. What is the meaning of the word “apprehensive” as it is used in the story?

a. uneasy
b. alarmed
c. terrified
d. confident

4. What is the meaning of the word “conquer” as it is used in the story?

a. fail
b. defeat
c. attempt
d. overcome

Context Clues

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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5. Read these sentences from the story.

“‘What’s wrong, Tiffany? Can’t climb a little rope?’ they jeered.”

What is the meaning of the word “jeered” as it is used in the sentence above?

a. joked
b. teased
c. mimicked
d. encouraged

6. What does the word “euphoria” show about how Tiffany felt? Use two details from the 
passage to support your answer.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

7. What is the meaning of the word “opponent” as it is used in the story?

a. rival
b. friend
c. partner
d. teammate

Context Clues
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