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Her Hands
by Anna Hempstead Branch

©Julie Bochese, 2018

Poem

My mother's hands are cool and fair,
They can do anything.

Delicate mercies hide them there
Like flowers in the spring.

When I was small and could not sleep,
She used to come to me,

And with my cheek upon her hand
How sure my rest would be.

For everything she ever touched
Of beautiful or fine,

Their memories living in her hands
Would warm that sleep of mine.

Her hands remember how they played
One time in meadow streams, --

And all the flickering song and shade
Of water took my dreams.

Swift through her haunted fingers pass
Memories of garden things; --

I dipped my face in flowers and grass
And sounds of hidden wings.

One time she touched the cloud that kissed
Brown pastures bleak and far; --

I leaned my cheek into a mist
And thought I was a star. The poem was recorded in July 2008 by Grant Raymond Barrett.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:01_Her_Hands_Poem.ogg

Visuals & Multimedia Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________

All this was very long ago
And I am grown; but yet

The hand that lured my slumber so
I never can forget.

For still when drowsiness comes on
It seems so soft and cool,

Shaped happily beneath my cheek,
Hollow and beautiful.

They can do anything.
Delicate mercies hide them there

Like flowers in the spring.

When I was small and could not sleep,
She used to come to me,

And with my cheek upon her hand
How sure my rest would be.

For everything she ever touched
Of beautiful or fine,

Their memories living in her hands
Would warm that sleep of mine.

Her hands remember how they played
One time in meadow streams, --

And all the flickering song and shade
Of water took my dreams.

Swift through her haunted fingers pass
Memories of garden things; --

I dipped my face in flowers and grass
And sounds of hidden wings.

The hand that lured my slumber so
I never can forget.

For still when drowsiness comes on
It seems so soft and cool,

Shaped happily beneath my cheek,
Hollow and beautiful.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:01_Her_Hands_Poem.ogg


“Her Hands” Images
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Poem

The poem was recorded in July 2008 by
Grant Raymond Barrett. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:01_Her_Hands_Poem.ogg

Visuals & Multimedia Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________

Image A

Image B

Image A

Image B

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:01_Her_Hands_Poem.ogg


1. Which lines from the poem are supported by Image A? (Choose all that apply.)

a. “My mother's hands are cool and fair, ”
b. “Delicate mercies hide them there”
c. “Would warm that sleep of mine.”
d. “Her hands remember how they played ”

2. Which lines from the poem are supported by Image B? (Choose all that apply.)

a. “Their memories living in her hands”
b. “Swift through her haunted fingers pass”
c. “One time she touched the cloud that kissed”
d. “Shaped happily beneath my cheek,”

3. In the audio recording, the speaker takes longer pauses in the last two stanzas. How do  
these pauses help the readers comprehend the poem in a different way than if they had read 
the poem silently?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4. In the audio recording, the speaker of the poem changes her pace when she reads certain 
lines. How does this change the mood?

a. The speaker speeds up at times to create more excitement. 
b. The speaker reads at a steadier pace to show calmness. 
c. The speaker reads some lines quickly to show how fast childhood went. 
d. The speaker slows down when she wants to emphasize some nostalgic 

memories. 

Visuals & Multimedia
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

1. Which lines from the poem are supported by Image A? (Choose all that apply.)

©Julie Bochese,

“Would warm that sleep of mine.”
“Her hands remember how they played ”

2. Which lines from the poem are supported by Image B? (Choose all that apply.)

“Their memories living in her hands”
“Swift through her haunted fingers pass”
“One time she touched the cloud that kissed”
“Shaped happily beneath my cheek,”

3. In the audio recording, the speaker takes longer pauses in the last two stanzas. How do  
these pauses help the readers comprehend the poem in a different way than if they had read 
the poem silently?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4. In the audio recording, the speaker of the poem changes her pace when she reads certain 
lines. How does this change the mood?



5. Image A and Image B portray the poem very differently. Describe how each image 
creates a different mood and tone for the poem. Use two details from the poem to support 
your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

6. Describe how both the details in the text and the audio recording work together to make 
the tone of the poem. Include one quote from the poem and one detail from the audio 
recording to support your description. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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Visuals & Multimedia

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

6. Describe how both the details in the text and the audio recording work together to make 
the tone of the poem. Include one quote from the poem and one detail from the audio 
recording to support your description. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



The Bedlam’s Best Pets

©Julie Bochese

Play Visuals & Multimedia Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________

Characters: The Bedlam Family (Kathryn, Levi, Mom, Dad, and Aunt Mary) and Ned, the 
neighbor

SCENE 1: THE LIVING ROOM, DAY
(The Bedlam household is chaos, as usual. The dog is chasing the cat, the parrot is squawking, 
the rabbit is messily eating salad, and the snake is slithering across the floor at Aunt Mary’s 
feet.)
Aunt Mary: Levi! Your snake has escaped 
again!
Levi: Oh, I know. Mr. Noodles is so clever, 
isn’t he?
Aunt Mary: Clever?! You call that 
disgusting creature clever?
Levi: Of course! Only a really clever snake 
could figure out how to escape from his 
terrarium every day.
Kathryn: If you’re talking about clever 
animals, then you should be talking about 
my cat Priscilla. She knows exactly which 
of Mom’s earrings are the most expensive, 
and she can open the jewelry box and steal 
them all on her own. 
Mom: (frowning) I wouldn’t call that feline thief clever. My parrot Tom can talk! Can any of 
your pets do that?
Dad: Who cares about talking? I hear enough of that from you lot. Now my Rover, he’s the 
most obedient dog in the world, isn’t he? 
(Rover the dog bounds over to Dad. At Dad’s command, he sits, shakes and rolls over.)
Aunt Mary: What about it? All dogs can do silly tricks like that.
(She picks up the rabbit from the floor.)
Aunt Mary: My Rebecca here, she can... Well, she’s beautiful! Who cares about being clever 
when you can be beautiful instead?!

E 1: THE LIVING ROOM, DAYAYAYAYAYAYAYAYAYY
(The Bedlam household is chaos, as usual. The dog is chasing the cat, the parrot is squawking, 
the rabbit is messily eating salad, and the snake is slithering across the floor at Aunt Mary’s 

Mary: Levi! Your snake has escaped 

Oh, I know. Mr. Noodles is so clever, 
isn’t he?

Mary: Clever?! You call that 
disgusting creature clever?clever?clever

Of course! Only a really clever snake 
could figure out how to escape from his 
terrarium every day.

yn: If you’re talking about clever 
animals, then you should be talking about 
my cat Priscilla. She knows exactly which 
of Mom’s earrings are the most expensive, of Mom’s earrings are the most expensive, 
and she can open the jewelry box and steal and she can open the jewelry box and steal 
them all on her own. 

(frowning) I wouldn’t call that feline thief clever. My parrot Tom can talk! Can any of clever. My parrot Tom can talk! Can any of clever
your pets do that?

Who cares about talking? I hear enough of that from you lot. Now my Rover, he’s the 
most obedient dog in the world, isn’t he? 
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Visuals & Multimedia

Kathryn” (hands on her hips) Priscilla is beautiful and clever!
Mom: Tom can talk!
Levi: Wait, wait, wait! There’s only one way to settle this.
(The family all stops their arguing to look at Levi.)
Levi: We have to have a talent show, of course.

SCENE 2: THE BACK YARD, THE NEXT DAY
(The back yard has been set up to look like a makeshift theatre with a small stage and a 
banner reading, “The Bedlam’s Pet Talent Show”. The Bedlam’s neighbor Ned is sitting on a 
lawn chair, and he looks apprehensive.)

Levi: I present to you Mr. Noodles, the smartest snake in the world. Watch as he escapes 
from his terrarium in under one minute.
(Levi taps the glass of the terrarium, and Mr. Noodles starts to slither around. Within 50 
seconds, the snake has unlatched the lid and is sliding over the top and onto the stage.)

Ned: Explain to me exactly what I 
have to do again.
(Levi hands Ned a piece of 
paper.)
Levi: You have to judge which of 
our pets is the best. They’ll have 
one minute on stage to show 
their talents. You give them 
scores out of ten, and the pet 
with the highest score at the end 
wins.
Dad: Everyone, get your pets 
ready!
(The Bedlam family lines up with 
their pets in their arms. Levi 
walks onto the stage first with 
Mr. Noodles, the snake, in his 
terrarium.)

We have to have a talent show, of course.

E 2: THE BACCCK YAYAYAAYAYAYAYARD, THE NEXT DAYAYAYAYAYAYAYAYAYY
The back yard has been set up to look like a makeshift theatre with a small stage and a 

banner reading, “The Bedlam’s Pet Talent Show”. The Bedlam’s neighbor Ned is sitting on a 
lawn chair, and he looks apprehensive.)lawn chair, and he looks apprehensive.)lawn chair, and he looks apprehensive

Explain to me exactly what I Explain to me exactly what I 
have to do again.
Levi hands Ned a piece of 

)paper.)paper.
You have to judge which of 

our pets is the best. They’ll have 
one minute on stage to show 
their talents. You give them 
scores out of ten, and the pet 
with the highest score at the end with the highest score at the end 

Everyone, get your pets 

The Bedlam family lines up with 
their pets in their arms. Levi 
walks onto the stage first with 
Mr. Noodles, the snake, in his 
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Ned: Very impressive! Who’s next?
(Levi picks up Mr. Noodles and clears the stage to make way for Kathryn and Priscilla.)
Kathryn: I present to you Priscilla, the cat with the finest taste!
(She places Mom’s jewelry box on a small table. Within a minute, Priscilla has opened the 
jewelry box and selected a glittery pair of diamond earrings.)
Ned: Wonderful! Wonderful!
Mom: (marching onto the stage with Tom, the parrot) I present to you Tom, the amazing 
talking parrot. Tom, who’s the best pet in the Bedlam household?
Tom the Parrot: (This can be said collectively by all the actors, squawking in parrot-like 
voices.) Rawrk! Tom, the parrot! Rawrk! Tom, the parrot!
(Mom bows and Ned claps politely. Dad walks onto the stage with Rover, the dog.)
Dad: I present to you Rover, the world’s most obedient dog!
(Dad does a series of tricks with Rover like sitting, rolling, and shaking.)
Ned: Very good! Very good!
(Finally, Aunt Mary walks onto the stage with Rebecca, the rabbit.)
Aunt Mary: Last, but certainly not least... I present to you Rebecca, the most beautiful rabbit 
in the world!
(She sits Rebecca in Ned’s lap.)
Ned: (stroking the rabbit) She’s very beautiful indeed.
(Ned looks up at the family, who are all watching him expectantly.)
Kathryn: So? Who’s the winner?
Ned: (overwhelmed) I... I just need some time to deliberate. I’ll present the winner tonight at 
tea.

SCENE 3: THE DINING ROOM, EVENING
(Once again, the Bedlam household is chaos. The family and Ned are seated around the dining 
room table while the animals make a cacophony of noise in the background.)

Ned: Well, Bedlams, I’ve reached my decision. It wasn’t an easy one.
Kathryn: Of course not. I’m sure that the others will be disappointed when they hear that 
Priscilla is the winner.
Ned: Actually, there isn’t a winner…not one anyway. 

jewelry box and selected a glittery pair of diamond earrings.)jewelry box and selected a glittery pair of diamond earrings.)jewelry box and selected a glittery pair of diamond earrings
Wonderful! Wonderful!
(marching onto the stage with Tom, the parrot) I present to you Tom, the amazing marching onto the stage with Tom, the parrot) I present to you Tom, the amazing marching onto the stage with Tom, the parrot

talking parrot. Tom, who’s the best pet in the Bedlam household?
he PaPaPaaPaParrototototot: (This can be said collectively by all the actors, squawking in parrot-like 

voices.) Rawrk! Tom, the parrot! Rawrk! Tom, the parrot!
Mom bows and Ned claps politely. Dad walks onto the stage with Rover, the dog.)Dad walks onto the stage with Rover, the dog.)Dad walks onto the stage with Rover, the dog.

I present to you Rover, the world’s most obedient dog!
Dad does a series of tricks with Rover like sitting, rolling, and shaking.)Dad does a series of tricks with Rover like sitting, rolling, and shaking.)Dad does a series of tricks with Rover like sitting, rolling, and shaking.

Very good! Very good!
Finally, Aunt Mary walks onto the stage with Rebecca, the rabbit.)Finally, Aunt Mary walks onto the stage with Rebecca, the rabbit.)Finally, Aunt Mary walks onto the stage with Rebecca, the rabbit.

Mary: Last, but certainly not least... I present to you Rebecca, the most beautiful rabbit 
in the world!
She sits Rebecca in Ned’s lap.)

stroking the rabbit) She’s very beautiful indeed.stroking the rabbit) She’s very beautiful indeed.stroking the rabbit
Ned looks up at the family, who are all watching him expectantly.)

yn: So? Who’s the winner?
overwhelmed) I... I just need some time to deliberate. I’ll present the winner tonight at 

E 3: THE DINING ROOM, EVENING
Once again, the Bedlam household is chaos. The family and Ned are seated around the dining 

room table while the animals make a cacophony of noise in the background.)room table while the animals make a cacophony of noise in the background.)room table while the animals make a cacophony of noise in the background.
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(The family stares at 
him, confused.)
Ned: There have to be 
five winners because 
there were five 
separate categories. Mr. 
Noodles wins the Best 
Snake prize. Priscilla 
wins the Best Cat prize. 
Tom wins the Best 
Parrot prize, Rover wins 
the Best Dog prize, and 
Rebecca, of course, 
wins the Best Rabbit 
prize. 
(The family continues to 
stare.)

Ned: Don’t you see? Each animal is so different; it’s impossible to judge them against each 
other! They’re all the best at what they are. Isn’t that the most important thing?
(Each member of the family looks at his or her respective pet, frowning at first but then 
slowly smiling as they all realize that Ned is right.)
Levi: Did you hear that, Mr. Noodles! You’re the best snake!
Aunt Mary: You’re the best rabbit, Rebecca!
Dad: I always knew that Rover was the best dog!
Kathryn: No one’s surprised that Priscilla is the best cat, of course!
Mom: Who’s the best parrot?
Tom the Parrot: Rawrk! Tom! Rawrk! Tom!
(The family laughs and settles down to eat dinner with Ned as all of the best pets continue to 
cause bedlam in the background.)

THE END

five winners because 
there were five 
separate categories. Mr. 
Noodles wins the Best 
Snake prize. Priscilla 
wins the Best Cat prize. 
Tom wins the Best 
Parrot prize, Rover wins 
the Best Dog prize, and 
Rebecca, of course, 
wins the Best Rabbit 

The family continues to 
stare.)

Don’t you see? Each animal is so different; it’s impossible to judge them against each 
other! They’re all the best at what they are. Isn’t that the most important thing?
Each member of the family looks at his or her respective pet, frowning at first but then 

slowly smiling as they all realize that Ned is right.)slowly smiling as they all realize that Ned is right.)slowly smiling as they all realize that Ned is right.
Did you hear that, Mr. Noodles! You’re the best snake!
Mary: You’re the best rabbit, Rebecca!
I always knew that Rover was the best dog!
yn: No one’s surprised that Priscilla is the best cat, of course!
Who’s the best parrot?



1. Which of the following is included in the script that is not included in the video? (Choose all 
that apply.)

a. the stage directions
b. the scene descriptions
c. the names of the characters talking
d. the dialogue the characters say

Why are your choices above left out of the video?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. How does the first picture help the reader’s comprehension? (Choose all that apply.)

a. This picture shows how calm Mom is. 
b. This picture shows what the scene looks like. 
c. This picture shows how chaotic the Bedlam’s house is. 
d. This picture helps the reader understand what the characters look like.

3. In the video, the speaker uses expression to distinguish characters and to show how the 
characters are feeling. Give an example from the video in which the speaker portrays a 
character’s feelings or emotions in a certain manner. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Visuals & Multimedia
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

©Julie Bochese,

the scene descriptions
the names of the characters talking
the dialogue the characters say

Why are your choices above left out of the video?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. How does the first picture help the reader’s comprehension? (Choose all that apply.)

This picture shows how calm Mom is. 
This picture shows what the scene looks like. 
This picture shows how chaotic the Bedlam’s house is. 
This picture helps the reader understand what the characters look like.

3. In the video, the speaker uses expression to distinguish characters and to show how the 
characters are feeling. Give an example from the video in which the speaker portrays a 
character’s feelings or emotions in a certain manner. 

______________________________________________________________________

2. How does the first picture help the reader’s comprehension? (Choose all that apply.)

characters are feeling. Give an example from the video in which the speaker portrays a 



4. Describe another picture that could be added to this drama. Explain what details would be 
included and how it would support the tone of the drama. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

5. Describe how both the details in the text and the video work together to help the reader 
comprehend the drama. Include one quote from the drama and one audio or visual detail 
from the video to support your description. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

comprehend the drama. Include one quote from the drama and one audio or visual detail 
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Visuals & Multimedia

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

5. Describe how both the details in the text and the video work together to help the reader 
comprehend the drama. Include one quote from the drama and one audio or visual detail 
from the video to support your description. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

comprehend the drama. Include one quote from the drama and one audio or visual detail 
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Visuals & Multimedia Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________VVVVVV
Comic
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1. What does the second panel in the first tier of the comic show the reader about Julie?

a. This shows all of the characters in the comic. 
b. This shows that Julie does not want to go to school 
c. This closeup of Julie shows she is mesmerized by Playcube.
d. This is a picture showing the setting of the comic at a distance. 

2. How are sound effects shown in this comic? (Choose all that apply.)

a. Sound effects are in regular speech bubbles. 
b. Sound effects are shown in spiky bubbles. 
c. Sound effects are not shown, but they can be imagined by the reader. 
d. Sound effects are shown through lines around where the sound is on the 

illustration. 

3. How is reading a comic similar to reading a regular story? (Choose all that apply.)

a. You read from left to right. 
b. The images are stronger focal points than the text. 
c. Your eyes need to jump around each panel to comprehend the words and 

images.
d. You need to pay attention to all of the pictures, words, and sounds to 

comprehend the plot. 

4. On the last tier, in first panel on page two, the boy has a speech bubble that says, “?!?” 
What is this character likely thinking?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Visuals & Multimedia
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

©Julie Bochese,

4. On the last tier, in first panel on page two, the boy has a speech bubble that says, “?!?” 

This closeup of Julie shows she is mesmerized by Playcube.
This is a picture showing the setting of the comic at a distance. 

2. How are sound effects shown in this comic? (Choose all that apply.)

Sound effects are in regular speech bubbles. 
Sound effects are shown in spiky bubbles. 
Sound effects are not shown, but they can be imagined by the reader. 
Sound effects are shown through lines around where the sound is on the 
illustration. 

3. How is reading a comic similar to reading a regular story? (Choose all that apply.)

You read from left to right. 
The images are stronger focal points than the text. 
Your eyes need to jump around each panel to comprehend the words and 
images.
You need to pay attention to all of the pictures, words, and sounds to 
comprehend the plot. 

4. On the last tier, in first panel on page two, the boy has a speech bubble that says, “?!?” 
What is this character likely thinking?
4. On the last tier, in first panel on page two, the boy has a speech bubble that says, “?!?” 



5. Summarize the story portrayed in this comic. Include the characters, setting, problem, 
and solution. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

6. Describe how both the details in the text and the illustrations work together to help the 
reader comprehend the story in the comic. Include one piece of dialogue from the comic 
and one visual detail from the illustrations to support your description. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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Visuals & Multimedia

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

6. Describe how both the details in the text and the illustrations work together to help the 
reader comprehend the story in the comic. Include one piece of dialogue from the comic 
and one visual detail from the illustrations to support your description. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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