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Dear Parents,

This packet was created to provide practice for your child with 
important grade-level reading skills while they are away from school. 
Having your child follow the schedule will help them maintain a routine 
and brush up on key skills while away from school. These materials are 
designed to be completed in short spirts each day. You can have your 
child complete this work independently or work together with you. 

If you are looking for additional resources, here are some helpful ideas: 

1. Reading of any type is an excellent way to practice and grow! Have 
your students read different types of books or materials at home. 
The included Reading Tic-Tac-Toe was designed to encourage 
independent reading and make it fun! Take some time to read 
independently and together. 

2. For additional resources, the following websites provide free 
materials for parents:
• https://www.khanacademy.org/ Free resources for reading and 

math
• https://www.vooks.com/ Sign up for a free month of quality 

children’s literature in a digital format.
• www.starfall.com Free website, especially helpful for beginning 

readers
• www.readworks.org Free printable passages and questions
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Week 1, Day 1
 Word Work: Not Prefixes
 Reading Comprehension: A 

Treat for Grandmother & 
Man vs. Child

 Writing:: Narrative 
Brainstorm

Week 2, Day 1
 Word Work: Digital 

Dictionary Skills
 Reading Comprehension: The 

Crash
 Writing: Opinion Brainstorm

Week 3, Day 1
 Word Work: Context Clues
 Reading Comprehension: 

Leroy’s Lesson
 Writing: Explanatory Planning

Week 1, Day 2
 Word Work: Similes
 Reading Comprehension: 

Where are the Honeybees?
 Writing: Narrative Planning

Week 2, Day 2
 Word Work: Context Clues
 Reading Comprehension: The 

Scientific Method
 Writing: Opinion Writing 

Planning

Week 3, Day 2
 Word Work: Personification
 Reading Comprehension: 

Dangerous Devices
 Writing: Explanatory Draft

Week 1, Day 3
 Word Work: Antonyms
 Reading Comprehension: 

Erosion
 Writing: Narrative Draft

Week 2, Day 3
 Word Work: Metaphors
 Reading Comprehension: All 

About Pickles
 Writing: Opinion Writing 

Draft

Week 3, Day 3
 Word Work: Thesaurus Skills
 Reading Comprehension: A 

True Friend
 Writing: Explanatory Final 

Copy

Week 1, Day 4 & Day 5
 Word Work: Dictionary Skills
 Reading Comprehension: 

Roswell Comic and Nonfiction 
Article Compare

 Writing: Narrative Book Final 
Copy

Week 2, Day 4 
 Word Work: Numerical 

Prefixes
 Reading Comprehension: 

Camping Cub
 Writing: Opinion Writing Final

Week 3, Day 4
 Word Work: Suffix Review
 Reading Comprehension: 

Salem Witch Trials
 Writing: Final Copy

Week 2, Day 5
 Word Work: Suffixes
 Reading Comprehension: 

Seeking Adventure
 Writing: Opinion Continue 

Writing Final

Week 3, Day 5
 Word Work: Suffix: Mis
 Reading Comprehension: 

Poetry
 Writing: Rhyme Poems

Home Learning Schedule
Check off each task as you work through this packet. 



Directions: Choose one reading activity to complete each day. Work to get as many sets of 
three as you can!

Independent Reading Choice Tic-Tac-Toe
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Read in a silly place, 
like under a table or in 
a closet. Write down 
the place you chose 
here:

Read a book while 
doing an activity, such 
as walking. Write about 
the activity here:

Call a friend to tell 
them about your book. 
Be sure to let them 
know if you 
recommend the book 
or not.

Read a story to a 
sibling, friend, or 
guardian. Write who 
you read to here:

Read somewhere 
outside. 

Read a story to your 
favorite stuffed animal 
or doll. Write down the 
story here:

Pretend you are a 
newscaster. Give a 
special report about a 
book you read today to 
a family member. 

Read your favorite 
childhood book. Write 
the name of the book 
here:

Find someone to read 
at home that is not a 
book. It could be a 
recipe, newspaper, or 
a magazine. Write 
what it is here:
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THE NOT PREFIXES

Directions: Sort the base words by the correct “not” prefix.

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

non- im- in-

movable decent moral

sense accurate visible

active port fiction

verbal fat complete

mature possible stick



Paige’s grandmother was coming to visit. She was so ecstatic. She thought she was going to burst 
from the anticipation. It had been two years since she last saw her, because she lived in Lyon, France 
and Paige lived in Houston, Texas with her father and mother. Paige wanted her grandmother’s arrival to 
be extra memorable. Paige’s father exclaimed, “I have a wonderful idea. Let’s whip up a marvelous 
dessert that is sure to please everyone’s belly! You, my dear, can be my assistant!” Paige thought the 
idea was genius! 

Paige carefully read the recipe card and hurriedly gathered the necessary ingredients:
• 1 package instant pudding mix
• 2 cups cold milk
• 2 eggs
• 1 container whipped topping
• 20 graham crackers

Paige’s father thoroughly mixed the pudding mix, eggs, and milk with an electrical hand mixer until 
it was silky smooth. He placed it in the refrigerator to chill. Paige removed the whipped topping from the 
freezer so it could thaw out. 

A Treat for Grandmother
790L
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Fiction vs. Nonfiction Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

The next morning, Paige’s father strategically sliced through the pudding to make ten sandwiches. 
Paige carefully wrapped each one in plastic wrap, secured the bag with a red ribbon, and then put the 
treats back into the freezer. 

The family had their picnic outdoors that evening. Paige carried out a platter of creamy, tasty, 
easy-to-eat treats. Grandmother thought the sandwich treats were delicious and was proud of Paige 
for learning how to make such a special dessert. When the night ended, Grandmother motioned for Paige 
to come to her. She knelt down to Paige and whispered, “The treat was stupendous. You have to give me 
the recipe!” Paige smiled from ear to ear. 

Paige gently mixed the whipped topping into the pudding. 
She laid out ten graham crackers on a cookie sheet so their 
sides touched. Paige and her father spread the pudding mixture 
evenly over the crackers.

Paige placed the remaining graham crackers on top of 
the pudding mixture. Her father put the cookie sheet into the 
freezer.



Man vs. Child: Chef Showdown
960L
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Fiction vs. Nonfiction Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

After the success of youth cooking shows like Master Chef Junior, many producers tried to 
create similar shows. In 2016, a new show premiered on Now TV’s Lifetime channel called Man vs. Child: 
Chef Showdown. The show featured a team of five child cooking wonders- Cloyce (13), Holden (14), 
Emmalee (12), Dylan (11), and Estie (8). These kids were already making waves in the culinary industry. 

Each week, a new professional chef competed against the team of kid chefs. Cooking skills were 
tested in three rounds as they were challenged to create a different dish. In the first two rounds, a 
panel of judges tasted the dishes and decided which chef created the most delicious plate. The third and 
final round was a blind taste test and was judged by a famous master chef. The overall winner took home 
bragging rights.

The youngest competitor on the show was eight-year-old Estie Kung. During her time on the show, 
she did an interview with the South China Morning Post. In the interview, she talked about her experience 
as a young chef. “I started cooking when I was three. My mom was really helpful and then I started to 
catch up a lot. I got so advanced that my mom had no more to teach me. It’s me teaching her,” she said.  

One thing that Estie felt helped her in the competition was her willingness to eat and use unusual 
ingredients. “I’m not even close to picky. I’ll eat anything that’s on my plate. Once, I actually tried a quite 
yummy grasshopper inside the LA Country fair,” she boasted. Estie has dreams of one day becoming a 
professional chef. She knew that her time on the show would help push her dream one step closer to 
reality. 

Although the show generated a great buzz at first, it was canceled after two seasons. In the end, 
the contestants were not discouraged by the show being over. In fact, many of the young chefs were 
proud to have had the special opportunity. They were able to display their skill in something that they 
loved at such an early age. The show can still be viewed on streaming sites such as YouTube, Amazon 
Prime, Google Play, and Vudu. 



1. Unlike “The Man vs. Child: Chef Showdown,” “A Treat for Grandmother” includes-

a. details of how to make a specific dish and the necessary ingredients.
b. a description of the types of food kids can cook.
c. a true account of a girl’s experience as a young chef on a TV show.
d. information about cooking shows with kid participants.

2. One way the two selections are similar is that both the selections-
a. show that kids cannot be chefs.
b. explain how to bake a delicious dish.
c. describe kids who love to cook.
d. focus on why cooking is important.

3. What fact is given only in “Man vs. Child: Chef Showdown”? 
a. Man vs. Child is the only show on TV that showcased kids as chefs.
b. Paige made a special dessert treat for her grandmother. 
c. TV producers created other kid cooking shows after Master Chef Junior. 
d. Man vs. Child was a TV that was on air for three seasons. 

4. How are the two selections different?
a. One passage includes only facts about baking, and the other includes only opinions 

about baking. 
b. One is a nonfiction story about kids in a cooking competition, and the other is a 

fiction story about a girl who cooks. 
c. One is written to persuade the reader to become a chef, and the other is written 

to persuade the reader not to become a chef. 
d. One describes how to make a special treat; the other describes how to become a 

chef. 

5. In both passages, cooking is described as-
a. an activity only suitable for adults.
b. an activity best completed on TV shows.
c. an activity that kids should complete with their father.
d. an activity that both adults and kids can enjoy.

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
Fiction vs. Nonfiction
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Directions: Sort the excepts from the two passages below. 

fiction nonfiction

A Treat for Grandmother vs. Man vs. Child:

Fiction vs. Nonfiction Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

What is the purpose?

What are the images?

How is the text organized?

• Who are the characters?

• What is the setting?

• What is the big event?

• What is the ending?

What is the purpose?

What are the images?

How is the text organized?

What topic is the author discussing?



______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Fiction vs. Nonfiction Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

Which passage is fiction and which passage is nonfiction? Use evidence from the 
previous organizer to support your response. 

A Treat for Grandmother vs. Man vs. Child:



Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: __________________
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WRITING NARRATIVES: PLANNING
Brainstorm a list of true stories you could write about your life. 

Things, people, or places that are special to me:

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________________________

Fun times I have had

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________________________

When something didn’t go as expected

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________________________

A terrible day

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• _____________________________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________________________



SIMILIES
Directions: Match the simile to the picture that is depicting it. 

Kendra is like 
a bull in a 
china shop. 

Deidre was 
as fast as 
lightning. 

I felt as fresh 
as a daisy 

after I slept. 

Jaden was as 
busy as a bee 

studying for his 
test. 

You look as cute 
as a button in 

your new dress. 

After 
Christmas, I 

was as poor as 
a church mouse. 

Janet is as 
greedy as a 

pig. 

Deja was as 
slow as a 

turtle in the 
race. 

Aabid grew to 
be as tall as a 

giraffe. 

Mr. Dan is as 
funny as a 

clown. 

Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

©Julie Bochese



Do you love to eat fruit? Apples, blueberries, and cherries are some delicious ones! Can 
you imagine if we no longer had those fruits? Can you imagine if we no longer had many 
other fruits and vegetables too? Sadly, that could happen some day.

Where are the Honeybees?
830L
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The opposite is also true; if honeybees do not pollinate the flowers, they will stop 
reproducing and growing. This means that the fruits, vegetables, and nuts that we eat and 
love will no longer exist. The healthy honeybees that were once thriving are not anymore. Why 
is this the case? What is happening to them?

Why would that happen? Honeybees 
are an essential to many healthy fruits and 
vegetables, as honeybees help them grow 
and multiply. Honeybees also help many nuts, 
such as almonds, and many varieties of 
flowers. Honeybees seem to be vanishing 
from our world, and this has scientists 
puzzled and concerned. How boring would 
our world be without pretty flowers?

Honeybees pollinate flowers. Without 
honeybees, the incredible delectable foods we 
consume would be very bland and boring. 
Honeybees live together in large colonies, and 
a single honeybee cannot survive on its own 
for more than one day, or twenty-four hours. 
Amazingly, honeybees from one hive can 
pollinate up to 100,000 flowers in a single day! 
Pollination leads to fertilization, which leads to 
new seeds, and therefore, new beautiful 
healthy flowers. When flowers grow, this 
means that more fruit can eventually grow 
too.

Summarize Nonfiction    Name: _______________________________________ Date:__________________



Scientists believe that some bees have been affected by diseases, parasites and other 
bugs, and by farming. How has farming hurt the honeybees? Many farmers concentrate on 
growing one crop. This makes sense for them, but can hurt the bees. They pollinate while the 
crop is in season, but then are left with nothing else to pollinate after that particular crop
dies off until the next season. This means that the bees do not have the food they need to 
survive. 
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Scientists are working 
hard to help the honeybees; 
many beekeepers are working 
hard too. Planting and growing an 
extensive variety of flowers for 
the bees to have access to is 
important and protecting them 
from harmful chemicals is 
necessary too. It is important to 
make good choices in order to 
help the honeybees. If we help 
them, they can continue to help 
us too!

Farmers also use 
pesticides. Pesticides are 
chemicals that keep harmful 
insects away. However, these 
chemicals are detrimental to 
honeybees. Farmers often try to 
spray the crops when bees are 
not pollinating actively, but the 
chemicals can even end up in the 
seeds of the plants. These grow 
to become new flowers, and 
eventually harm the honeybees.



1. What is the main idea of this text? Use text evidence to support your thinking. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

2. What is the text structure?
a. Sequence
b. Compare/Contrast
c. Cause/Effect
d. Description

3. Write the key details in order. 
Scientists and other people work to help honeybees. _____
Honeybees pollinate flowers, which leads to new flowers. _____
Pesticides harm honeybees. _____
Without honeybees, much of our plant-based food would 
not be around. _____
Farming practices can harm honeybees. _____
Honeybees help plants grow. _____

4. Why is this topic important? What did the author want you to learn?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
Summarize
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Directions: Cut out the key detail photographs and paste them 
in order from 1-4. Summarize the article events using the 
photographs. 

Summarize “Where are the Honeybees?”

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Summarize Name: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________



Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: __________________

WRITING NARRATIVES: PLANNING
Select one story from your planning sheet. Write an outline of each story element. 

CHARACTERS 
Who is your main character?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are their character traits?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the main character change?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

SETTING

Where does the story take place? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

PROBLEM

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

SOLUTION

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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750L
Airplane Travel

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Read the passage. Replace the given word with an antonym from the word bank. 

Word Bank
powerful tiny better rapid massive

long over above thin rough chilly higher

Have you ever traveled on an airplane? Traveling by airplane is a ___________ 

way to travel. Did you ever wonder how an airplane worked? Planes need to be 

aerodynamic to stay in the air. That means the shape of them has to let the air 

flow ___________ it. All airplanes have two wings and a ___________ engine. The body 

of the plane must be ___________and ___________. The engine moves the plane, and 

the shape of the plane lets the air go around it to lift it ___________the clouds! As 

the plane goes ___________ up, the air gets very ___________. Sometimes, the wind 

creates turbulence which makes the flight ___________ for passengers. There are 

many different types of planes. Some are ___________ passenger planes and others 

are ___________ propeller planes. If you need to travel long distances, an airplane 

may be a ___________ choice than a car. 

sluggish

under powerless

short thick

below

lower balmy

miniscule

large

worse

gentle



When people arrive in Colorado for the first time they are struck by the majesty and sheer size of the 

Rocky Mountains. They might think to themselves that those giant hunks of rock must have been there forever; 

however, they are wrong. The Rocky Mountains are only about forty million years old. In fact, they have been 

formed and erased from the surface of the earth three times over the course of four and a half billion years.

It is hard to imagine such giant geological formations being worn down to nothing, but it slowly happens 

every day. Mountains are worn to nothing through processes called erosion and weathering.

Erosion occurs when wind, water, gravity, and ice wear rocks down. As the rocks wear down, they are 

turned into smaller and smaller rocks. They are eventually blown away. Over millions of years, even the tallest 

mountain can be worn down into sand!

Don’t worry though. New mountains are constantly forming. Mountains form through plate tectonics. The 

earth’s crust is made up of a series of plates. When these plates crash together, they cause mountains to rise 

from the crash site. 

Right now, two plates are crashing together in South Asia. These plates are currently forming the highest 

mountain range in the world, the Himalayas. This is where Mount Everest is located. Eventually, through erosion, 

even the sky-high Himalayas will be reduced to sand.

Erosion
810L Fluency Name: ________________________________________________ Date: _____________________
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Questions

1. How old are the Rocky Mountains?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is erosion?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do new mountains form?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are the highest mountain range in the world?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Beginning

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

• Hook the reader
• Introduce the characters and setting.

• Beginning events 

Middle

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

• Write the events in sequential order.
• Events should lead up to a problem or big event. 

Date: _____________________
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Beginning, Middle, End Rubric
+  -

Beginning: I hooked my 
reader, introduced my 
characters and setting, and 
beginning events. 

Beginning: I attempted to  
hook my reader. I 
introduced my characters 
and setting, and beginning 
events. 

I did not hook my reader. I
introduced my characters, 
setting, and beginning event. 

Middle: I included all of the 
important events leading up 
to my problem or big event. 
I used appropriate linking 
words to connect events. 

Middle: I included most of 
the important events leading 
up to my problem or big 
event. I included some linking 
words to connect events. 

Middle: I included some of 
the important events leading 
up to my problem or big 
event. I did not include linking 
words to connect events. 

End: I solved my problem 
and showed how my 
character changed from the 
beginning to the end. 

End: I solved my problem. I 
did not show how my 
character changed. 

End: I did not solve my 
problem or show how my 
character changed from the 
beginning to the end. 

End

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

• Solve the problem
• Wrap everything up
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Dictionary Skills

Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

marine [muh-reen]
adj., 1. of or relating to the sea; existing in or 
produced by the sea. 2. pertaining to 
navigation or shipping; nautical; navel; 
maritime. 3. serving on shipboard, as 
soldiers.
n. 1. a member of the U.S. Marine Corps. 2. 
one of a class of naval troops serving both 
on shipboard and on land.

mend [mend]
v. (pl - s) 1. to make something broken whole 
by repairing. 2. to remove or correct 
defects or errors.

marine nervous

1. Why is the word “nervous" at the top right-hand side of the page? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What is the purpose of the words in brackets, for example, [muh-reen]? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Why is the part of speech included after each word? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  What does pl mean? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  What does adj. mean? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Read the following sentence: “A dolphin is a marine mammal.” What definition of “marine” 
does this word fit in this particular sentence? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Write a sentence with the second definition listed for the word “multiply.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________

multiply [muhl-tuh-plahy]
v. (pl - ies) 1. to make many; increase the 
number, quantity of. 2. arithmetic. To find 
the product of by multiplication. 3. To 
breed (animals). 4. To propagate (plants).

nervous [nur-vuhs] 
adj. 1. highly excitable; unnaturally or acutely 
uneasy or apprehensive: 2. of or relating to 
the nerves: 3. characterized by or attended 
with acute uneasiness or apprehension 4. 
having or containing nerves. 





What Really Happened in Roswell?880L

An alien statue at the Roswell UFO Festival 

On July 7, 1947, something strange happened in Roswell, New Mexico. A man working on a ranch found 
bits of foil, rubber, wood, and cardboard scattered all over a field. He told the sheriff who told the 
Roswell Army Air Field. By the time they went to the ranch to check things out, the story was already 
in the newspaper. The headline said it was a “flying saucer” that crashed on the ranch. This made 
people believe that it was a UFO (unidentified flying object) that came from outer space.

A Government Coverup
While there was no proof that it was a UFO, it was still unclear about what it could be. The first 
report said that it was a flying object that crashed in a storm. The second report said it was a 
weather balloon, but the description did not match the materials that they found. What could it be? 
Was the government covering up the truth?

Soon, everyone wanted to know the secret. One nurse who worked for the army said she accidentally 
walked in a room where doctors were operating on small, gray bodies that looked like humans with big 
heads. After the incident, many books and movies were made about UFOs and aliens.  As a result, there 
was an increase in the number of UFO sightings. Could aliens really exist? 

The Truth Comes Out
Finally, in 1997, the government told the truth. The object that crashed was a new technology that was 
being used to spy on The Soviet Union (modern day Russia) to see if they had atomic bombs. The 
bodies that people thought were aliens were actually test dummies used for the project. Still, some 
people choose to believe and every year they come from all over the world to Roswell for a festival on 
the anniversary of the crash.

What do you think happened in Roswell? 



1. What was a result of all of the movies and books about UFOs?
There were more reports of UFO sightings.
There was more proof of UFOs.
There were more festivals for UFOs.
There were more crashes of UFOs.

2. What conclusion can you make about why the government said it was a weather balloon?
The government did not know the truth.
The government was testing the weather.
The crash site had materials from a weather balloon.
The government did not want to tell the truth.

3. According to the comic, why did the aliens stop at the beach?
They wanted to meet humans.
They wanted to take over Earth.
They were looking for AA batteries.
Their spacecraft ran out of fuel.

4. What does UFO stand for?
Unbelievable flying object
Unidentified frying object 
Unbelievable flying obstacle
Unidentified flying object 

5. Which of the following statements is a similarity between the two stories?
People see something strange in the sky.
A UFO crashed on Earth.
Aliens were killed in the crash.
There is no proof that it was a UFO.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
Determining Importance
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Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@commoncorekingdom.com

https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/

https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom

https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Com
mon-Core-Kingdom
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