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A Jelly-Fish
By Marianne Moore

Visible, invisible,
A fluctuating charm,
An amber-colored 
amethyst
Inhabits it; your arm
Approaches, and
It opens and
It closes;
You have meant
To catch it,
And it shrivels;

You abandon
Your intent-
It opens, and it
Closes and you
Reach for it-
The blue
Surrounding it
Grows cloudy, and
It floats away
From you.
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Questions: A Jelly-Fish
1. This poem has no pattern of rhyme or rhythm. What else is irregular about it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The line breaks give readers a feeling of the unexpected. How is this similar to the jellyfish?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What phrase does the author repeat in the poem?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What adjectives describe the jellyfish?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What actions does the jellyfish perform?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does the author compare the jellyfish to?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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WRITING: FREE VERSE
A free verse poem can be about anything. What’s on your mind? Choose a topic and write 
a free verse poem about it. There’s no rhythm or rhyme, but you should still choose your 
words carefully! 

For a challenge, see if you can include:

• Descriptive language (strong adjectives, personification, simile, action verbs)

• Words that appeal to the senses

• Repetition

• A clear tone or mood

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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