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Why You Shouldn’t Kill Snakes
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1. Snakes have the 
unique capacity to strike 
fear in the hearts of even 
the bravest people. Many 
people are so afraid of 
snakes that they try to kill 
them when they find one. 
Some people believe that 
they are safer by killing 
snakes because some 
snakes are venomous. By 
killing snakes, these people 
believe that they are 
removing the threat that
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Venomous Diamondback Rattlesnake

the snakes may bite them, their family members, or their pets. The 
reality is that you should never try to kill a snake.
2. People kill snakes because they believe that venomous snakes 
are extremely dangerous. Although people do die from snake bites, the 
chances of dying from a snake bite are nearly zero. The University of 
Florida’s Department of Wildlife Ecology & Conservation reports, “Only 
one in 50 million people will die from snakebites in the United States.” 
That’s about five people each year. They go on to say that in the United 
States, “You are nine times more likely to die from being struck by 
lightning than to die of a venomous snakebite.” 
3. If you take a closer look, the roughly five people who die each 
year from snakebites include people who are irresponsible around 
snakes. This includes people who keep venomous snakes as pets, 
handle them as part of religious exercises, or otherwise interact with 
them in irresponsible or disrespectful ways. Although some bites are 
accidents, irresponsible interactions with venomous snakes or refusal to 
seek medical treatment after a bite account for many of these deaths. 
For example, in July of 2015, a man named John Brock was bitten 
during a religious service at a Pentecostal Church in Kentucky. He died 
after refusing medical treatment. In April of 2018, another man named 
Barry Lester was bitten by a rattlesnake and died after he picked it up
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while trying to move it from the 
middle of a road. If you remove the 
incidents of people who died because 
they tried to touch, hold, or kill 
snakes, the chances of being fatally 
bitten decrease even further. 
4. When people try to kill 
snakes, they often use garden tools 
or other apparatuses that require 
close proximity to the snakes. This

puts people in more harm than if they were to leave the snakes alone. 
Snakes have surprisingly long striking distances. According to 
alongtheway.org, a rattlesnake has a striking distance of up to one half 
the snake’s length. If the snake is four feet long, it can strike anything 
that is within two feet at blinding speeds. It’s easy to see why charging 
a snake with a garden rake is a bad idea. 
5. With about 3,500 different species across all 6 inhabited 
continents, there’s a chance that you’ll come across a snake once in a 
while. Don’t let them scare you. Although there are about 600 
venomous species of snakes across the world, most of them live in 
Africa, Asia, and South America. In the United States, there are only 
20 species of venomous snakes – 16 of which are variations of 
rattlesnakes. There are also two different species of coral snakes, one 
species of copperhead, and one species of cottonmouth. This means 
that many snakes are harmless to humans. Many nonvenomous snakes 
look like venomous snakes. Although handling wild snakes is never a 
good idea, some people kill snakes that are harmless to humans 
because they think that they are venomous. 
6. Keep in mind that both venomous and nonvenomous snakes 
play an important part in our ecosystem. Snakes eat lots of pests, like 
mice, lizards, and rats. They are

Nonvenomous Banded Water Snake

important predators in the food chain.
7. The next time you see a 
snake, keep your distance and let it 
go on its way. Trying to kill it could be 
bad for the ecosystem and puts you in 
direct danger of getting bit.

Venomous Water Moccasin



Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. How does the author support the claim that the chances of dying 
because of a snake bite are nearly zero?

a. by providing eyewitness accounts of snake bites
b. by quoting statistics from researchers who have studied 

venomous snake deaths
c. by providing narratives from people who were bitten by 

snakes
d. by explaining the difference that modern medical care can 

make after being bitten by a venomous snake

2. What claims does the author make to support his or her argument 
that you should never kill snakes? (Choose all that apply.)

a. Snakes are beneficial to the ecosystem. 
b. Snakes are very long and should be handled carefully.
c. People are more likely to get hurt if they try to handle or kill 

snakes.
d. Many people confuse harmless snakes with venomous 

snakes.

3. Why does the author provide the examples of John Brock and 
Barry Lester? How do these examples support his or her argument?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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4. What claim is the author trying to support by providing the data 
from alongtheway.org in paragraph 4?

a. Handling a snake is never a good idea.
b. Leaving snakes alone is more dangerous than killing them.
c. Snake encounters are not for the faint of heart.
d. Killing a snake is more dangerous than leaving it alone.

5. What is the author’s claim in paragraph 5? What is one reason or 
evidence the author uses to support this claim? Is the claim 
compelling based upon this reason/evidence? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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