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Name: Date:

Farah’s First Day

~ah had just moved to New York
family from Afghanistan. Farah
Farnily were refugess:They left

untry because thera was a-war,

sy were no longergafe.in

fgnonisfan’

T+ was Farah’s first day at her new
school. She was very nervous. She didn't
know much about American schools or
American children: Farah knew English; but
she spoke with an‘accent that made her
sound different from Americans. Farah
knew she looked different, too. She wore a
head scarf called a hijab. She was worried
that kids would make fun of her. She had
heard stories about how hard it was for
people from the Central Asia to be
accepted in America.

Farah’s mom walked her fo school and left her in the front office. The lady
in the office brought Farah to her new classroom. She was going to be in fourth
grade. Farrah was shaking as she entered the room. She was introduced fo her
new teacher, Mr. McMillian. Mr. McMillian introduced Farah to the class. The kids in

h asked Mr. McMillian if she could teacher the class about hergﬂ
s excited about the idea. “Let me know if you need help!” he said.
‘rom school excited about her dad's idea. She worked dll affernoon
ings to bring to school fo show her class. Her mom helped her bake
ai cookies.

h was excited to teach her classmates about her culture. She
hanistan was located on the map. She showed them pictures of her
Farah explained that she wore a hgjib because it showed respect
ie explained that she prayed five times a day to stay close to God.
i were full of questions for Farah. They were fascinated about her
y especially enjoyed the delicious cookies she brought.

any more whispers and giggles in her class. She made many friends
\merican culture, as well. If Farah did hear whispers or giggles
didn't bother her. She knew these people did not know any better.

rer culture. She was proud of who she was and where she came

. -

1s. Underliine the text evidence in the color \%

aph | of the story:

.. They left their country because there was a war,

ranistan.”

in in paragraph [?

Intry:becatse’ ofiwar

accent” in paragraph 2?

juage
=nglish
Inced by:people from-different: places

hijab” in paragraph 2?

<f=1j
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10 FICTION PASSAGES

# \\ _ Date: ____.
i‘m) Farah’s First Day

Farah had just moved fo New York
with her family from Afghanistan. Farah
and her Family Were rafugees: They left
their country because there'was a war,
and they_were no longer-‘safe.in
‘Afghanistan’

Tt was Farah's first day at her new
school. She was very nervous. She didn't
know much about American schools or
American children-Farah knew English, but

_sheispoke with anaccent that made her
sound different from Americans. Farah
knew she looked different, foo. She wore a
head scarf called a hjab. She was worried
that kids would make fun of her. She had
heard sfories about how hard it was for
people from the Central Asia fo be
accepted in America.

Farah's mom walked her o school and left her in the front office. The lady
in the office brought Farah fo her new classroom. She was going to be in fourth
grade. Farrah was shaking as she entered the room. She was introduced o her
new teacher, Mr. McMillian. Mr. McMillian introduced Farah fo the class. The kids in
her class were pointing at her and whispering. Farah felt uneasy.

That affernoon, Farah's parents asked her about her first day of school

“I am different from the American kids,” Farah responded. “They stared and
pointed at my hjab and laughed at * J/accent.”

“They are only doing that  Jiduse they don't understand our cutture,”
Farah's dad replied. “Why dr _#u feach them?”

B acked Mr McMilion if she could teacher-the class BB her

excited about the idea. “Let me know if you need helpl” he said
>m school excifed about her dad's idea. She worked al affernoon
36 to bring fo school fo show her class. Her mom helped her bake
cookies.

was excited to teach her classmates about her culfure. She
ristan was located on the map. She showed them pictures of her
srah explained that she wore a hajb becaus it showed reepect
explained that che prayed five fimes a day fo stay close fo God
vere full of questions for Farah. They were fascinated about her
especially enjoyed the delicious cookies she brought:

y more whispers and giggles in her class. She made many friends
erican culture, as well If Farch did hear whispers or giggles
4t bother her: She knew these people did not know any better.

= culture. She was proud of who she was and where she came

ving questions. Undert text evidence in the color

s from paragraph | of the story;

were refugess. They loft their country because there was a war,
er safe in Afghanistan”

refugees” mean in paragraph I?

ing

urope

imerica

‘ave'thein-country: becalise ofiwar,

1 of the word “accent” in paragraph 2?

{fghanistan

Jfferent language

2 not speak English

Isiare*pronounced by:peoplefrom different:places

3 of the word *hjab" in paragraph 27

1ok different

rom paragraph 6 of the story

that because they don't understand our culture,” Farah's dad

culture” mean? Use two details from the passage about Farrah's
il customs and radidions people~ hove ¢

amon. ploce Or relipipn. +

Learn in color! Visual cues reinforce
text evidence

Teachers can quickly check student
work.

Dive into relatable plots to spark
comprehension AND curiosity.
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QUESTIONS

Skill-focused, scaffolded
questions

Multiple choice and short
answer

Preps students for state
testing

Rigorous and research-
based approach to
questioning

Every dery. Barji walked hams from school with his best friend, Graham Ty
abwerfe poetdd o ber Riiuss, Aot Kid folked abiout Fow haunted Hhe Housa
wait: They said that an old woman died in the house ond her ghoat still bved there
Sama kids would roce up fo the house, ring the doorbel, and run away. Barg didet
dars. Ho stayed os for awoy as possble.

One windy October afterncon, Graham fold Barj that he was going fo explore
Hhe hounted house. Gan fried 16 tal his*frind cut-of#t. Ha pleaded wiffi im ot o
0. The house leoked perfious

‘I'mellhmrw:'ﬂ‘houlym.' rephed Grabom. *I want #o know onee and
for all if the house is really haunted =

Groham ron toward the heuse ond disoppeared inside the door

Bonjl didn't knaw what #o do. He didei't want fo go info the houss, but he didyt
wont fo abandon his baet friend sither. He knaw that if Graham got o trouble, he

\would be all clone

*hor Grahat' Fle crept up the \
heuss waos dork. Thers were
didn't sse Groham onywhere.
d
arted up the old, twisty stoircase
3 dark halway. Berj's heart roced
i v had to Find Graham Groham
ward the room.
rway He ipatted a figure in white in
werified. The ghost had Grahom
d gasped. Beryi quickly realized that

my house?” croaked the voice of

i repled

t she wos old and could not care for
1 around her house.

old lady, They offered fo help her.
ha cld lady's house to halp her clecn

. Tha bays kved assisting the old lady,
of tha hounted house stopped The
irgi ond Grahamn learned that you

om the outside.

e text evidence in the color
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Context Clues Anchor
Chart

Use to introduce the skill

Students reference
throughout the unit

( Be a Word Detective! :

Context Clues- Clues in a text that can help
me figure out whataword

Where Are Context

Clues?

« Look right

the word.

- Look in The sentence
the word.

- Look in The senfence
The word.

unknown word with The
new word.

+ Ask yourself, ‘Does The
new word make
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ASSESSMENTS

 Same format as practice

 Two tests with different Lexile
levels

« Color-coding

» Follows best practices for
standardized assessments

/

7 Context Clues

\ ce in the color
the following questions. Underine the text evidenc
Answer the foliow estiof
indicated : - .
. Read this sentence from peragraph | of the story:

had to get a
ud be the worst. He

! the doctor, but today wo:

“Schil loathed going to

What does the word *loathed”

answer.

an? Use two detalls from the passage to support your
mean?

—

shot! *

2. What is the meaning of the word "sta
a astand

b stop runnng

¢ tomake late .
d  aphace inabarn for animals

3. Read this sentence from paragraph

“He gripped his mom's hand tightly as
s eyes and winced, waiting for the p:

o ?
What does the word “winced” meant

a | shirked

_egoed

N away

1 Jook someone gves whe

at is the meaning of the word

Context Cluss Nome: oo Date: ______

Test: A Trip to the Doctor

was terrified. His mom was taking him to the doctor today. Sahil loathed
going fo the doctor, but today would be the worst. He had fo get a shot! Shots

were so painful. Why did his mom put him through this torture? The pain he would

Sahil

face was all Sahil could think about from the moment he woke up. He tried to stall
his mom so that they would miss his appointment, but he d
Sahil

room.

“It won't be so bad, Sahil,"

idn't have any luck.
arrived at the doctor's office. His mom came with him into the small

" Mom reassured him.

“That’s easy for you to sayl You don't have to get a shot,” Sahil replied

When the doctor came into the office, Sahil started to tremble.

The doctor examined Sahil and fold him that the shot would be quick. It
wouldn't be as painful as he expected. This didn't make Schil feel any better. He
gripped his mom's hand tightly as the doctor approached him with the needle. He
closed his eyes and winced, waiting for the pain. The doctor talked to Sch
calm voice. Suddenly, Sahil felt o pinch. He
Tears welled up in his eyes.

il in a
yelped. He knew the worst was coming.

“All donel That wasn’t so bad,
was it?" questioned the doctor
0 ¢ “You mean that the shot is
f over?” Sahil asked.
“Yes, usually the artintndtan i

ag|
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WHY IT WORKS

—‘ﬁl

AL Contast Coos Nome: Date
@ Sea Turtle Rescue

Certified Lexile measures

High - interest texts to motivate
readers

Diverse genres
Scaffold approach will help your

students meet grade level
expectations.

Classroom tested! Trusted by over
4,000 teachers... and counting!..

Context Cluss Nome:

Date:

580L

My femily plled into our
minivan. My brother, sister, ond
I chattered excitedly as my
parerts theew the lost of the
suitcases into the van. Summer
vacation had just storted, and
my family was taking a trip to
Nally's Wonderworld

vusement Park. We had been
unting down the days until our
for a month I couldn't
selieve that the day wos findly
here. I coudn't wait to ride the
Roaring Rocket Coaste. 1t wos

anew ro"

Our Family Vacation

is movingl”
We crouched down fo look at the tiny shell in the sand.

“That isn't just a shelll It is a baby sea turtle!” I replied excitedly. “It looks

like it is struggling to find the water.”

“Let’s ask Mom what to do,”

Matt said “You stay here, and keep an
dhaduntle Tl b ciokt bockl

It was a normal Saturday ot the beach with my femily. I was wdlking dlong
the sandy shore with my brother Matt. Suddenly, Matt exclaimed, “Lookl This shell

@ Context Cluss Nome: Date
Janie’s Special Class

Jonie was anxlous. Today was the first day of speech class. Janie had trouble
pronouncing the letter “s” Her mom and her teacher told her that speach class would help
her speck clearly Janie didn't want fo go fo speech class. She would be pulled out of her
regular classroom. She worried that the other kids would mock her. She thought the kids
wha went to speciol clesses weren't smart. What if she missed something important in her

petrifyin
Ou
had a fou
us. We w
hatel witl
waterslid
my parer
forward
The
two hourt
“Oh
My

Gy

e Big Spring Clean

The beginning of spring meant one big th
had the entire family turn the house upside de
This year's annual spring clean was approachir
a weekend spent cleaning.

"Rosita, Carmen, we are having our annu
will go through every drawer, shelf, closet, an
worn or used in six months is to go info a pile

Rosita and Carmen moaned. This was goi
they had to heed their mother’s request.

That weekend was long. The sisters wen
They had trouble saying goodbye to some of
six months.

“You don't need them,” their mom said. '
toys. They will enjoy playing with them ond ap

This made the girls feel o little better, b
some of the toys they used to play with.

The next weekend, Mom planned to toke
to a shelter fo- women and children.

Y LA

Date: . Betsy, the speech teacher, come fo pick up Jonie. Janie

talked excitedly to Janie.

cdlled her name. She quietly followed Mrs. Betsy. She suked

you in my group, Janiel We are going to have so much fun”

Sick Day

Mich woke up feeling miserable. She clutched her stomach and ran fo the bathroom
She barely made it before she got sick. Migh's mom came running and helped Mich back to
her bed.

"Oh, nol" Mich protested. “I have to go to school I've never missed a day, and I went
to get the perfect attendance award”

“Mich, you are very sick,” Mom reasoned. "You can't go to school You can't even
stand up. If you are around other kids, you could get them sick, teo”

Migh burst into tears. She loved school She was one of the best students in her class.
She hod earned the perfect attendance award every year.

“Your hedlth is more important than an award,” Mom explained. “You need to toke
care of yourself 50 you can get better”

Mich was devastated. She felt horrible all day She watched TV and dap' hopmg te
feel better soon Tha dov raccad vare it

.

s in

ran
at we
te

to see
]
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the A Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of nonfiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-

instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile ABOUT LEXII.E lEVELS

grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text z, iiiiii’,f::;::;:;fm et

it, students are not ~ 7] complexity band, students will 1007 ;»l'; T:ff\f ; o

exposure to linguistic and engage with appropriate text and ‘:Jbi'”"{:

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary, j e “:r »

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage ~- Mw ST
provides teachers with opportunities mmm

N/A

- to scaffold instruction. S
Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, ' K’

eep in mind when

| D E—
— . ?WOL 10101

upport 4 Ing any leveled tex t that m,

students make greater reading gains Lead the way! Our texts are [oimcmsnii \C
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-level |- Ii,:,i’ e ‘1 b:;:::‘mf

-
—

much as two grade levels above o] expectations and set studentsf-- ... 77’
their “instructional” reading level. up for success.
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The Google Slides version of this resource requires that you make

a copy of the resource to your own Google Drive.

CLICK HERF TO MAKE A COPY OF THIS RESOURCE TO YOUR GOOGLE
DRIVE

You MUST have & Boegle account in order fo access this resource. Chick HERE if you

need help setting up o Google account.
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore Learning, LLC Is a certified Lexile™ Partner. These texts are
officially measured and epproved by Lexile and MeteMetrics® to ensure

oy appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexlle Framework” for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text Is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 2™
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

N/A

Y20L-820L

740L-1010L

q25L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. Aceording to Appendix A of the
Commen Core Stendards, "It is impertant to recognize that seaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will eccur with particularly challenging texts is
bullt inte the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general moverment, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Words & Phrases
Literal Language

Means exactly what it says

Nonliteral Language/Figurative
Language

The author uses languoge beyond its litera meaning. Oftentimes, figurative
language compares one thing fo ancther: Authors use figurative language to

Example: My class was a zoo. Kids were jumping around and yelling.




AND ANOTHER PEEK

Name: Date: ﬁ 7 | |7 Contert Clcs ﬁ

They went along begrudgingly. When they arrived at the shelter, they the f ) | the text evid in the cok
The B'g Sm'ng c‘ea brought their bags and boxes into a large room. There were women sitting on cots. . - n

indicated

The girls were shocked to see children even younger than them with their moms. L Read this sentence firom paragraph | of the story o)

Rosita cpened a bag with stuffed animals. She brought a teddy bear over to
a little girl who was sitting quietly in the corner. “Mom had the entire family turn the house upside down for an annual spring cleaning.
“This is for you," Rosita said fo the little girl The little girl grinned from ear
to ear. She took the +edd»,.r bear and hugged hirn close. What does the phrase “turn the house upside down” mean? Use twe details from the

passage fo support your angwer

Rosita and Carmen handed out all of their foys and clothes to the children.

ﬁJ The girls understood why their mom wanted them to come with her. Getting rid of

things they didn't need wasn't just to organize their house. They were helping

The beginning of spring meant one big thing in the Ramirez household. Mom

people who didn't have as much as they did. The girls thanked their mom for
had the entire family turn the house upside down for an annud spring cleaning. wlitsng gl

This year's annual spring clean was approaching quickly. Nobody looked forward to “F, thirk we should have g Blkning twice g year,” Carmen suggested on

2 What is the meaning of the word "annual® in paragraph [?
dailly

a weekend spert cleaning. the car ride home.
“Rosita, Carmen, we are having sur annual spring cleaning this weekend. We
will go through every drawer, shelf, closet, and basket. Everything you haven't
worn or used in six months is to go into a pile to get rid of," Mom explained
Rosita and Carmen moaned. This was going o be torture, but they knew
they had to heed their mother's request. 3. Read this sentence from the last paragraph on page | of the story: ) [y |

That weekend was long. The sisters went through all of their belongings.
The girls were oggravated "It will just be ancther weekend wasted on Mor's clean-up

They had trouble saying goodbye to some of their toys they hadn't played with in
frenzyl" they complained fo sach other

six months.
“You don't need them,” their mom said. "There are other kids whe don't have : .' . > W What does the word “aggravated” mean?
toys. They will enjoy playing with them and appreciate them.” ‘ ; % ek o a.  bored
This made the girls feel a little better, but it was still hard to say goodbye to : : 4 ik | L B b wiling
some of the toys they used o play with. i
The next weekend, Mom planned to take the things they were getting rid of
to a shelter for women and children.
“Rosita and Carmen, I'd like you to come with me fo help,” Mom requested.
The girls were aggravated "It will just be ancther weekend wasted on Mom's

\c:|ec:|n—up frenzyl" they complained to each other.

4 What is the meaning of the word "begrudgingly” in paragraph | on page 27

) [
L

A




CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Confext Chues Narme: Dater When it came time to vote, Greta knew '
760L A ‘ 2. Read these sentences from paragraph 4 of the stary: ]I'| o l
A

The Ruce ior c‘qss Pr‘eSideni' her chances were dismal By the end of the

day, Mrs. Wilson had tallied the votes. She was

ready fo make the big announcement.

"“The class president should be a great commumicator"
Tt seemed like just another normal Friday in Mrs. Wilsor's second-grade P f

classroom. That is, until Mre. Wilson made the big announcement. "Our race for class president was closel . What doss the word® cBmmanicghor“@iillan in parograph 48

“Boys and girls, it is time we elect a class president.” aperson who is pepular

Our winner only won by twe votes! Our class
Mrs. Wilson explained that a closs president would help solve problems other president is.. BELLAI"
students had. He or she would also listen to ideas that classmates had about 2ls secrets

alls with others

Bella beamed with excitement. Greta felt

_[_';_ Moo

activities and events.
"The class president should be o great communicator. The president should though she logt, Greta knew she shodld dlways
also be someone you can trust” explained Mrs. Wilson. be a good sport. She went up 1o Bella offer

The more Mrs. Wilson explained the job of the class president, the more

a rush of disappointment pass over her. Even

L

Which of the following might a person do during a campaign? (Choose all that apply.)
read books | o) |
make posters
give speeches
study for tests

schoal.
excited Greta became. She loved to talk with her classmates. She also loved fo help "Congratulations, Bella. I know you will make an excellent class president.”

!’_'.p_ oo

them solve problems. Greta knew she would be perfect for the job. Bella said, “Thanks, Gretal I was thinking.. Since the race was so close, maybe
Mrs. Wilson explained how the students would need to campaign They could we could talk to Mrs. Wilson about having you as the vice president. I think you could
campaign by making posters and giving speeches about their goals ond ideas as really help me out.” Y. Read these sentencas from paragraph 4 of the story W)
class president. Greta's brain swirled with ideas for her campaign. Greta was thrilled ot Bella's idea. Mrs. Wilsen also loved the idea of the girls
That afternoen, the lunchroom was swarming with students in Greta's class | working together. Greta was thankful she gave the race for president a try. If she "When Monday came around, Grefa was prepared to go head-to-head with Bella"
talking about who would run for president. Bella, one of the most popular girle, had given up, she never would have had the chance to be the 2 Grade Vice
planned fo run. President.

Greta's heart sank with disappeintment as she heard the news that Bella

planned to run. She knew she didn't stand a chance against Bella. Everyone leved I Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence in the eolor
indicated

What does the phrase "head-fo-head” mean? Use tweo details from the passage to

support your answer.

Bella, but Greta wasn't willing to give up yet.

Greta spent the whole weekend making colorful campaign posters with her . Read the following senfences from paragroph 2: ) |

family. She wrote a speech about how hard she would work for her classmates.
“Boys and girls, it is fime we elect a class president.™
When Monday came around, Greta was prepared fe go head-to-head with Bella i
5. What is the meaning of the word “dismal® in paragraph | on page 27 (Choose dll that

When Greta got to scheol, her heart sank when she saw Bella's posters. They What does the word "elect” mean in this sentence? (Choose all that apply.) ) 1

) apphy. |
were printed posters with computer graphics. They locked so professional next to g pick . bad =
Greta's hand-drawn posters. Bella delivered her speech to her classmates. The . change unikely

class erupted in applause ot the end. Greta's classmates cheered for her, but not choose hopeful

\I"IEDP'Y as loud as they did for Bella o / | wote for | : | postive




Cortext

970L

Becca was devastated Her doctor had told her that she needed to wear
glasses. She didn't want to wear glasses. After her appointment with the dector,
Becca debated with her mom.

“Morn, I am going to look nerdy with glasses. All of the kids will make fun of
me,” Becca complained.

“You are going fo have to get over it; Becca,” her mom replied. "Your grades
are dropping You can't see the board. The doctor said that you need to wear
glasses, or your eyes will get worse.”

Becca moaned and groaned, but there was ne convincing her mom. The next
week, Becca went fo school with her new glasses. At least she was able fo pick out
pretty purple glasses and a flowery case. Becca thought fo herself, "Mom will
never know if I don't wear my glasses. T will just keep them in my case.”

Becca sat down in her seat to begin her morning work. She hid the flowery
case inside her desk Mr. Ken locked up from his desk as Becca squinted 1o see the
board.

“Becca, I see you straining your eyes again. Your mom called me this morning
and told me about your new glasses. Toke them out so you that can see,” said Mr.

KEI"L

Test: Becca's New Look \1

._/

Becca slumped deep in her seat. Not only did she have to wear her glasses,
but every kid in her class was staring at her, waiting to see her put her glasses

on

Her cheeks were beet red

A girl named Kim passed a note to Becca Becca opened it. " love your new
purple glasses!”

Becca locked up and flashed a grin at Kim. She felt a little better.

That day at recess, Becca
approached Kim and thanked her for
complimenting her new glasses.

Kim said that she really did love
her glasses. She didn't need glasses,
but she wanted fo buy frames
because she thought they locked coal.

Becca redlized that she had
overreacted. Her glosses weren't a big
deal to anyone except her. Nobody
cared if she wore glasses. She was
still the same girl she was before.

Becca imagined snickers as she slowly placed the purple glasses on her face.

../Gmdmrl Clues
Answer the following guestions. Underiine the text evidence in the color
indicated
L Read this sentence from paragraph | of the story: .m('-_—':“—-_-j ] T
"Becca was devastated Her doctor had fold her that she needed to wear glasses. She didn't

want o wear glosses”

What does the word "devastated” mean?
a  tobe bored

b, tobeangy

C 1o bejeslous

d 1o bevery upset

2 What is the meaning of the word "debated” in paragraph I?
a tod

b, argued

c Swayed

d comvinced

3. What is the meaning of the word "straining” in the last paragraph on page I?

4. Read these santences from paragraph | of the story:

"Beecca imagined enickers as she slowly placed the purple glasses on her face. Her cheeks
were beat red”

What does the phrase “cheeks were beet red” tell the reader about how Becca feels? Use

=]

details from the passage fo suppert your thinking.
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