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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards use Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text 
complexity ranges ensure students are college- and career-ready by the end of twelfth 
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC, is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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How to Use Spiral Review

©Julie Bochese

We all know that our students need multiple exposures to a topic to truly understand and internalize the strategy. 

I bet when you’ve introduced your students to a topic, you say something like this: 

“Last year, you learned about __________________.” Almost all of your kids reply in chorus: “We didn’t learn that!”

Spiral review is a great tool to help you combat the “forgetfulness” students have when it comes to a new topic or skill. 

When a topic is revisited repeatedly in different ways, students learn “snowballs” over time. Repeated exposures 

over time help these skills to become embedded into a child’s long-term memory. 

How to Use Spiral Review

My reading spiral review is developed to begin with review skills and strategies from the previous grade. These 

spiral review worksheets should be given as a “warm up” before regular instruction or at a different block of time 

during the day. 

The passages and questions were developed to increase in difficulty as the year goes on. At the beginning of the 

year, passages and questions fit with the previous grade-level text complexity and standards. Students do not need “new 

instruction” to complete these passages and questions. As the year progresses, the passages and questions increase in 

complexity. More challenging skills are addressed, and passages are leveled at increasingly more complex levels. 

Be sure you are holding your students accountable for their work. Monitor completion, students use of strategies 

such as underlining text evidence, and correct work whole class or after completion. Provide quick feedback and hold 

students accountable for correcting errors. 

How NOT to Use Spiral Review

Spiral review should NOT be:

1. “busy work.” Use spiral review as a tool to inform instruction and hold students accountable. 

2. your only reading instruction. Spiral review should only take about 10 minutes to complete. I recommend doing this 

at a separate time from your reading instruction. 

3. a formal assessment.



Week 2: Monday Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

Betsy Ross is famous for making the first flag of the United States. It has been said 
by many that President George Washington himself asked Betsy to make the first 
American flag. 

Betsy was born in Pennsylvania in 1752 to a family of Quakers. Her mother had 16 
other children. Betsy learned how to sew early in her life. She became very skilled at 
needlework. 

She married three times in her life. Her first husband was a man named John Ross. 
He did not follow the Quaker religion and was not accepted by Betsy’s family. Betsy was 
also shunned by her family when she married him in 1773. 

750L

Directions: Read the passage. Answer the questions. When you see a crayon, highlight the text in the 
color indicated. 

Betsy Ross
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Betsy married a man named John 
Claypoole in 1783, after the deaths of her 
first two husbands. She worked throughout 
the rest of her life sewing and decorating 
furniture covers, flags, and other types of 
cloth.

Betsy died in Pennsylvania in 1836. In the 
1880s, her grandson told the world the story 
of how Betsy made the first American flag. 
He testified that Betsy was asked to make 
the flag in 1776 when George Washington 
himself visited her. He knew her from church. 
She had also sewn some buttons for him in the 
past. He liked her work and wanted her to 
design and sew a flag to represent the United 
States.

We may never know the truth about the 
first American flag. It certainly is nice to 
think of Betsy Ross as its creator.   



Week 2 Questions
Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

Monday
1. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

2. Did Betsy make the flag while she was married to 
John Claypoole? Explain how you know.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

3. Based on the information in the passage, 
you can figure out that…
a. Betsy loved her first husband more 

than the other two.
b. Betsy was the youngest of all her 

mother’s children.
c. Betsy never had any children.
d. Betsy never told people that she 

made the first flag.

4. The structure of the text can best be 
described as…
a. Cause and effect.
b. Chronological.
c. Problem and Solution.
d. Compare and Contrast.

Tuesday
1. What does it mean to “shun” someone?

________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

2. Based on the information in the passage, you 
can figure out that…
a. John Claypoole was a Quaker.
b. There is no actual proof that Betsy made 

the first American flag. 
c. John Ross died fighting in the 

Revolutionary War. 
d. Betsy made peace with her family after 

her first husband died. 

3. What does it mean to “testify”?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

4. Why do some people think that Betsy made 
the first American flag?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ ©
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Week 2: Wednesday Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

The American flag has many nicknames. It is known as the Star-Spangled Banner, Old 
Glory, or the Stars and Stripes. The flag did not always look like it does now. It went 
through several stages of development before it became what it is today.

During the Revolutionary War, the leaders of the United States realized that the new 
country did not have a flag to represent it. They decided to pass a Flag Resolution to state 
their goal of making an American flag. The Resolution passed in 1777. 

The Resolution stated that the flag would have thirteen red and white stripes. Red 
would come first, then white, until there were thirteen stripes. It also said that the flag 
should have a section that was blue with white stars. It did not explain exactly how many 
stars or how they would be arranged. 

The red is said to represent bravery, the white innocence, and the blue justice. It is 
often said that the first flag was sewn by a woman named Betsy Ross, although there is no 
proof that this is true. 

The first flag had thirteen stars. Each represented one of the thirteen United States 
colonies. The stars were arranged in a circle. The last version of the flag, the one we use 
today, has fifty stars. They are in nine horizontal rows. The first row has six stars and the 
second row has five. This pattern continues through the rows.  

In total, the American flag has been changed five times over the years. The first time 
was in 1794 and the last time was in 1959. 

760L

Directions: Read the passage. Answer the questions. When you see a crayon, highlight the text in the 
color indicated. 

The United States Flag
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Week 2 Questions
Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

Wednesday
1. What is the text structure of paragraph two?
a. Cause and effect.
b. Chronological.
c. Problem and Solution.
d. Compare and Contrast.

2. Explain why the Flag Resolution was passed. 

__________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

3. What is the text structure of paragraph five?
a. Cause and effect.
b. Chronological.
c. Problem and Solution.
d. Compare and Contrast.

4. Look at the two flags in the picture. Explain 
which one was made first and how you know.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Thursday
1. Why did the first flag have thirteen stars? 

a. There was only enough room for thirteen in the 
circle.

b. They stood for the different US territories. 
c. So they would be equal to the number of stripes.
d. The Flag Resolution did not give enough 

instructions.

1. Why might the flag we use today have fifty stars? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

3. Give some reasons why the blue and white 
section of the flag might have changed over the
years.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

4. What is another word for “version”?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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Week 2: Friday Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

Directions: Reread each text. Complete the Venn Diagram below to compare and contrast the two 
texts. Then, use the graphic organizer to write a paragraph comparing and contrasting the texts. 

Betsy Ross Both The United States Flag

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Also in Google Forms

Multiple choice 
questions are 
self-grading.
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