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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 190L-530L

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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COMPARE & CONTRAST
Compare-
How things are alike or the same
Contrast-
How things are different 

Ballet Shoes and Slippers
Ballet shoes are like slippers because 
both shoes are types of slippers. 

Ballet shoes are different than 
slippers because ballet shoes are 
used for dance, while slippers are 
worn around the house. 

To compare and contrast two different texts on 
the same topic:

1. What is the most important points the author 
makes? (To determine the main points in an article, 
determine the main idea of each paragraph.) 

2. What points are similar. 
3. What points are different. 
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Nonfiction



Compare & Contrast Nonfiction
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Student 
Practice

DIFFERENT

SAME
DIFFERENT

Photo 1

Directions: Use the Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the photographs. 

Photo 2
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Mentor 
Text Butterflies

Butterflies are fun to watch. They are found all over the globe. 

They are insects. Butterflies have six legs. They have antennae. They also 

have three main body parts. They come in all shapes and sizes. Their wings 

have beautiful colors and patterns. 

A butterfly’s life cycle has four 

stages. The first stage is the egg.  A 

caterpillar comes next. The cocoon is the 

third stage. The caterpillar stays in the 

cocoon for weeks. An adult is the last 

stage. The butterfly can fly away when its 

wings are dry. 

Most butterflies eat nectar. 

They drink water from leaves. Spiders, 

birds, and frogs eat them. Butterflies 

protect themselves by blending in to 

what’s around them. 

Compare & Contrast Name: ________________________________________ Date: _______________
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1. What is the same about the pictures in “Butterflies” and “The Tiger 
Swallowtail Butterfly”?
a. Both articles show pictures of what butterflies look like.
b. Both articles show pictures of a cocoon. 
c. Both articles show pictures of a caterpillar.
2. What did you learn from the similarities in the pictures?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
3. What is different about the pictures in “Butterflies” and “The Tiger 
Swallowtail Butterfly”?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
4. What did you learn from the differences in the pictures?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Compare & Contrast
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