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Black Rhinoceroses

Slack.chinocercses live.in.the
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Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence In the color showr
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Eating Meat is No Worse than Veggies

used by opponents as
change. Some of these groups blame ))
that livestock raised for people to eat are
r from the truth
— Date:

Eating Meat Hurts the Environment

People foday are eating more meat than ever. It is delicious, but it's dangerous for
our environment. The animals we eat release methane gas when they digest food. This is a
big problem These gasses are called greenhouse gasses. They build up in the atmosphere
and trap heat. This causes the average global temperature to gfse over time. You may have
heard of global warming. This is what people mean when the  se that ferm.

emissions more thon

can reduce methane gasses by | )l )
| green

meat. Livestock that are raised for
o eat are a major cause of these
he United Nations said that livestock
18 percent of global greenhouse gas
sions every year. By reducing the amount
meat we eat, we can help lower

~e harmful than
jreenhouse gasses in the atmesphere. Lkl BL L
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Se, before you blame meat, maybe we're
A herd of cattie asking the wrong question. Perhaps we should
ask what other ways we could help the
Livestock farms and companies - 7 $ environment.
have claimed that eating a vegetarig
diet is more likely to raise gree
gos emissions. That's a silly clai
facts remain that lowering the
of meat that we eat will redu
greenhouse gasses. This will %
global warming It's the right ining to do

for the environment.
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The Astros Should Be Punished

In 2017, the Houston Astros impressed the world and became World Series Champions
‘wo years later, their legacy is tarnished. In November of 2019, two reporters published a

eport that explained how the team had cheated during their World Championship Season

The team installed a camera in the
outfield that was trained on the catcher of
L the opposing teams. That camera led to a
video feed just outside the Astros' dugout,
where team personnel would watch and
decode the catchers’ signs. This is known as
sign-stealing, and it's against the rules. Then,
the team would bang on trash cans loudly to I
signal to Astros hitters what type of pitch
< was coming. They did this all season, including
el e TR = during the World Series.
Astros pHher, Lanoe MoCullers, throwa the
l ball during a game from the 2017 season
Major League Baseball investigated this and found that the Astros were guilty of cheating.
ey didn't take away their championship title but were given several major penalties. Manager A.J.
ich and General Manager Jeff Luhnow were suspended for the 2020 season, and the Astros’
ety Hlawn ner later fired them both. The MLB dlso took the Astros' first and second round draft picks for
° ;“::nd \,I'es, 2019 and 2020 seasons. The team was further fined $5 million. While some think the punishment
n't The only

harsh, others say it’s not enough.

Have other teams tried to cheat the system? Probably. But the message here is clear. If you
eat fo win, you aren’t really a winner. The Astros should accept any punishment they are
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Forming Opinions
v is what someone DNITIKS, fEEIS, OF believes.

s people think, feel, or believe different things about topics. This means people have
lg VieWpOiITGS.

ding, it is important the reader is aware of the author’s viewpoint. They need to be
the opposing side as well.

' reader should form their own opinion based on their personal thoughts, feelings,
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AUTHOR'S OPINION
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* This product includes 12 Lexile® passages in the 2"4-3"! Grade Florida BES.T.
Text Complexity Band (the range for 27¢-3" grade is 420-820):.

PLEASE NOTE: The articles in this resource are opinion-based. They do not
reflect the opinions of MagiCore. We infentionally selected various fopics and
opinions fo help students understand the importfance of analyzing opinions and
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

Common Core Kingdom, LLC DBA MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner.
These texts are officially measured and approved by Lexile and

MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate so a computer measures them.

Florida BES.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.

Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12t

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as

monitor reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Florida B.ES.T. Expectations

K- N/A

2-3 420L-820L
4-5 740L-0I0L
6-8 925L-1I85L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to research, “It is
important o recognize that scaffolding often is entirely appropriate. The expectation that
scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is built into the Standards’ grade-by-
grade text complexity expectations, for example. The general movement, however, should be
toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing independence both within and across the text

complexity bands defined in the Standards.”




How 1o Use This Resource

This resource was modified to fit the Florida B.ES.T reading standards. It includes:

Anchor Charts: These anchor charts should be used tfo
introduce the skills. You can make copies for student journals
and create a large class-sized poster. Teachers should review
anchor charts with students during each mini lesson. Students
can refer to journal anchor charts while completing

independent work.

Guided Practice: The author’s opinion practice page includes
an example texts that contain opposing viewpoints. Students
can evaluate both opinions side by side to understand how an

author thinks about a topic can be presented in the text.

Practice Passages: These passages are Lexile leveled and
include standards-based questions. These are designed to be
used for guided practice, independent practice, and small
groups. Please note, all passages will not be used in one unit. I

provide extra so you can use them for later review.

Assessment: Two assessment passages are included. Both are
intended to be used fo form a complete assessment; however,
some teachers choose fo use the assessment passages

separately in order to differentiate assessments.

o

Avuthor’s Opinion
OPINION - \what the author —

thinks, feels, or believes about =~
a topic

EVIDENCE - The author
supports their opinion with
evidence. Evidence can be
facts o information

e——1 = To find EVIDEMCE that

supports the author’s opinior: |

1 Find the portion of the text where the
author makes the point

Anchor Chart
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How 1o Use This Resource

Here is the recommended lesson layout and schedule for this resource:

Day I|: Infroduce the author's opinion anchor chart. Model finding the author’s opinion and
evidence for their opinion using the opinions practice page. Work with students to complete
two examples together. Emphasize that determining the author’s opinion is a necessary
strategy for analyzing texts. Texts are often influenced by an author’s own feelings or beliefs.
It is important to determine what the author’s opinion about a topic is and the evidence they

provide to support their opinion.

Day 2: Select a text in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Make the text and question
set poster size, or project the text and questions. Read the text as a ¢lass, and then work

together to answer the questions.

Day 3: Students complete a passage and question set in partners. I recommend choosing a
text in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Always review work as a class or in

groups.

Day Y Students complete a passage at the low range of the text complexity band

independently. Be sure to review student work. If students did not get answers correct;

ensure you make time to review with students independently or in small groups.

Day 5-6: Continue to assign increasingly more complex passages. Continue to assess and

review work.

Day 7: By the end of ‘the unit, most of your class should be showing mastery of the passages.
This is the time to give the assessment. I recommend giving both assessment passages

together, but you can dlso separate the passages and use the different levels to differentiate.

*Follow your students’ lead. These lessons may take more or less time. Do not move on fo

subsequent lessons until your students are showing progress.
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Directions: Interview a classmate about how they feel about a topic. Find a person who feels
differently and write their




Opinions and Evidence Name:

Your Mindset Matters

Some people seem to be born smart. Others seem to be born athletes. If you

don’t think you have these skills, it can seem impossible to get better. Why even try?

Not everyone can become a genius or sports champion. But everyone can study

and become smarter. Everyone can train and become better at sports. Science shows that

anyone can get better skills.

Brains are made of billions of cells
called neurons. Neurons are connected. They send
signals to each other. Scientists found that
neurons make new connections when we learn. So,
learning is like a workout for your brain. The more

you learn, the stronger your connections become.

Some people have a fixed mindset. A
mindset is a way of thinking. If you have a fixed mindset, you think people are either
athletic or not athletic. You think they will stay that way forever. Other people have a
growth mindset. If you have a growth mindset, you think everyone can learn and get
better.

People with growth mindsets care about learning, not grades. They work hard
on tough problems. They learn from their mistakes. They find new ways of solving
problems. They ask for help when they need it. They don’t worry about looking dumb ‘while -

they learn. .
With some work, kids can choose to
have a growth mindset. They can do better in
school. The trick is to notice what mindset you
have.
If you ever call yourself dumb, it’s
not true. You just haven't learned how to do
something yet. Asking for help is smart. Learning
new skills is hard, but it will be worth it.
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Opinions and Evidence
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown.
l. Which of these sentences is an opinion? <D] [D

a. “Some people have a fixed mindset”

b. “Learning new shills is hard, but it will be worth it”
C

d

“Scientists found that neurons make new connections when we learn”
“Brains are made of hilions of cells called neurons”

2. What is the author’s opinion? <»] [D

a. Everybody has a fixed mindset.

b. Having afixed mindset is better than having a growth mindset.
¢ Learning is.@ workout for your brain

d Having a growth mindset helps you learn new things.

3. Which piece of evidence supports the author’s opinion? <nl [D
a. = “Growth mindsets help people learn and get better”

b. “Neurons make new connections when we learn”

¢ “Amindset is a way of thinking”

d “Asking for help is smart.”

4. Why do you think the author wrote this text? <nl ID
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Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2015, 202I. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is
granted to the original purchaser or licensee fo make copies fo use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only
available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible fo the general public is
strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com
for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.



Let's Connect!
www.madicorelearning.com

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore
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