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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text complexity 
ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th grade. Lexile 
measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor reading 
growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Florida B.E.S.T. Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Eat Organic
When you devour a crisp apple, you probably think that you are eating healthy. Think again. 

What is in the food you eat? Unless you’re eating organic food, chances are that your food is jam-
packed with chemicals. 

Organic food is much healthier than conventional food. Did you know that your great-great-
grandparents ate organically? In modern times, farming has changed. Conventional farming uses 
genetically modified organisms, fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides. Despite the changes in 
farming methods, our bodies have not changed. We are not built to consume harmful chemicals. 
Food labeled “organic” meets a standard. Organic food cannot be treated with pesticides, 
fertilizers, antibiotics, growth hormones, or other chemicals. Conventional animals that are farmed 
for consumption are raised on soy and corn, which is 90% GMO. Their food has hormones and 
antibiotics. Cows are given growth hormones. This makes them produce more milk. Hormones cause 
cows to get infections. Infections need to be treated with antibiotics. All of these chemicals make 
their way into your food when you consume a cheeseburger or hot dog. 

Many conventional farms treat their animals appallingly. Animals are overcrowded. They live 
in unsanitary conditions. They are overfed and pumped with hormones to profit the farmer. Many 
animals raised at conventional farms never see the light of day. Organic farms have higher 
standards for animals. Organic farmers cannot use antibiotics or growth hormones. The feed for 
the animals must be organic. They are required to live in clean and safe conditions. Animals are 
cage free. Organically raised animals must have access to the outdoors and pastures. Cows are 
required to graze on grass for at least one third of their lives. Animals that are raised organically 
are healthy and happy. 

©Julie Bochese, 2018

790L Author’s Claim Name: ______________________________________ Date: _________________

Organic food is better for our environment. 
Organic farmers do not use synthetic fertilizers, weed 
killers, or pesticides on their crops. These chemicals 
cause pollution. The National Water Quality Inventory 
conducted a study. They found that pollution from 
agriculture in the United States is the largest factor 
affecting the water quality of rivers and lakes. Also, a 
lot of organic food is distributed locally. Less energy is needed to transport the food. This 
helps reduce global warming. 

Next time you go grocery shopping, look for the green USDA Organic symbol. Choosing 
organic food supports a healthier you, healthier animals, and a healthier environment. 

Organic food is much healthier than conventional food. Did you know that your great-
grandparents ate organically? In modern times, farming has changed. Conventional farming uses 
genetically modified organisms, fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides. Despite the changes in 
farming methods, our bodies have not changed. We are not built to consume harmful chemicals. 
Food labeled “organic” meets a standard. Organic food cannot be treated with pesticides, 
fertilizers, antibiotics, growth hormones, or other chemicals. Conventional animals that are farmed 
for consumption are raised on soy and corn, which is 90% GMO. Their food has hormones and 
antibiotics. Cows are given growth hormones. This makes them produce more milk. Hormones cause 
cows to get infections. Infections need to be treated with antibiotics. All of these chemicals make 
their way into your food when you consume a cheeseburger or hot dog. 

Many conventional farms treat their animals appallingly. Animals are overcrowded. They live 
in unsanitary conditions. They are overfed and pumped with hormones to profit the farmer. Many 
animals raised at conventional farms never see the light of day. Organic farms have higher 
standards for animals. Organic farmers cannot use antibiotics or growth hormones. The feed for 
the animals must be organic. They are required to live in clean and safe conditions. Animals are 
cage free. Organically raised animals must have access to the outdoors and pastures. Cows are 
required to graze on grass for at least one third of their lives. Animals that are raised organically 
are healthy and happy. 

Organic food is better for our environment. 
Organic farmers do not use synthetic fertilizers, weed 
killers, or pesticides on their crops. These chemicals 
cause pollution. The National Water Quality Inventory 
conducted a study. They found that pollution from 



1. Which sentence expresses the author’s claim in the article?

a. “When you devour a crisp apple, you probably think that you are eating 
healthy.”

b. “Unless you’re eating organic food, chances are that your food is jam-
packed with chemicals.” 

c. “Choosing organic food supports a healthier you, healthier animals, and a 
healthier environment.”

d. “Conventional farming uses genetically modified organisms, fertilizers, 
pesticides, and herbicides.”

2. What piece of evidence best supports the claim that organic food is healthier than 
conventional food? (Choose all that apply.)

a. “Cows are given growth hormones.”
b. “Many conventional farms treat their animals appallingly.”
c. “Did you know that your great-great-grandparents ate organically?”
d. “Organic food cannot be treated with pesticides, fertilizers, antibiotics, 

growth hormones, or other chemicals.”

3. Read the following sentence from the passage. 

“Many animals raised at conventional farms never see the light of day.”

The author uses this sentence as evidence to support which of the following claims?

a. “In modern times, farming has changed.”
b. “Hormones cause cows to get infections.”
c. “Organic farms have higher standards for animals.”
d. “Many conventional farms treat their animals appallingly.”

What is another piece of evidence that the author uses to support the claim above?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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Author’s Claim

packed with chemicals.” 
“Choosing organic food supports a healthier you, healthier animals, and a 
healthier environment.”
“Conventional farming uses genetically modified organisms, fertilizers, 
pesticides, and herbicides.”

2. What piece of evidence best supports the claim that organic food is healthier than 
conventional food? (Choose all that apply.)

“Cows are given growth hormones.”
“Many conventional farms treat their animals appallingly.”
“Did you know that your great-“Did you know that your great-“Did you know that your great great-great-great grandparents ate organically?”
“Organic food cannot be treated with pesticides, fertilizers, antibiotics, 
growth hormones, or other chemicals.”

3. Read the following sentence from the passage. 

“Many animals raised at conventional farms never see the light of day.”

The author uses this sentence as evidence to support which of the following claims?

“In modern times, farming has changed.”
“Hormones cause cows to get infections.”
“Organic farms have higher standards for animals.”



4. Look at the table below. 

Which of the following sentences should go in the blank box? (Choose all that apply.)

a. “Animals are cage free.” 
b. “Cows are required to graze on grass for at least one third of their lives.”
c. “Organically raised animals must have access to the outdoors and 

pastures.” 
d. “They [conventional animals] are overfed and pumped with hormones to 

profit the farmer.”

5. The author claims that organic food is better for our environment. Describe how the 
author supports this claim. Use at least two details in the answer. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

“Animals that are raised 
organically are healthy and 
happy.”

EvidenceClaim
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Author’s Claim

Which of the following sentences should go in the blank box? (Choose all that apply.)

“Animals are cage free.” 
“Cows are required to graze on grass for at least one third of their lives.”
“Organically raised animals must have access to the outdoors and 
pastures.” 
“They [conventional animals] are overfed and pumped with hormones to 
profit the farmer.”

The author claims that organic food is better for our environment. Describe how the 
author supports this claim. Use at least two details in the answer. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

organically are healthy and 
happy.”





Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@magicorelearning.com

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/

https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magi
core

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
mailto:Julie@magicorelearning.com
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/
https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Reading-Mini-Lessons-Bundle-Google-Slides-Seesaw-Distance-Learning-6000690
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Task-Card-Bundle-4th-5th-Grade-Printable-Digital-Boom-Learning-7226163
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Reading-Mini-Lessons-Bundle-Google-Slides-Seesaw-Distance-Learning-6000806


CreditsCredits

Join my Core Kingdom Club waitlist!

Membership Opportunity!

If you love these resources and want access to more, check out my membership opportunity with the Core 
Kingdom Club. 

Core Kingdom Club opens its membership doors twice a year to offer 
teachers all of the resources you love, with a membership discount. You can 
also find support through my custom learning plan. 

Find out more commoncorekingdom.com/membership. 
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