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Summer Holiday
850L
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It was the first day of the summer holidays. Lucio and Máximo had just finished 
the school year. They were ready to start enjoying their break, which, in Argentina, lasted 
about three months. 

Lucio and Máximo were ten-year-old twins who lived in a small town called 
Capitán Bermúdez. Most people would say that living in a small town was uneventful and dull, 
but for kids, it was the best thing that could happen to them. They enjoyed the freedom 
that kids from big cities lacked. Instead of being at home all day, playing video games and 
waiting for their parents to take them places, they lived in houses with big back yards and 
swimming pools. They could ride their bikes on their own to any place in town they wanted.

Finally, it was opening day at the local club. The twins asked their mother’s 
permission to meet with their friends at the club. Lucio and Máximo’s mother owned a small 
business downtown, so she had to work in the afternoon. She let her sons go to the club by 
bike, provided that they stayed in the club and didn’t talk strangers. They were expected to 
be home by 8 p.m. when the sun went down. 

At exactly 2:30 p.m., the kids got to the club, which was only a five-minute bike 
ride from home. The club was huge, and it offered many opportunities for fun. The twins 
met with their cousin Matteo and their friends Mauricio and Valentín. The group of friends 
went to their favorite place inside the club, the swimming pool. 

After sunbathing, diving, and having fun with other kids they knew from school, 
they bought some ice cream in the club’s canteen. In the canteen, there were video game 
machines and a *metegol. Lucio loved playing metegol, so he had brought twenty pesos to 
play with his friends. Lucio’s team won four out of five games. 

Just when the last game was finished, Matteo, who hated losing, interrupted the 
game by saying, “Hey, guys, the other day, I overheard my eldest brother talking to his 
friends. He said that there is an urban legend about the eucalyptus forest surrounding the 
abandoned factory located next to the club.”

“What did he say?” enquired Lucio. 
“He said that the forest is enchanted and that elves are living in it,” Matteo 

explained.
“That’s impossible!” replied Valentín. 
“No, no, it’s true! My brother’s friend said that he saw one. How about we go 

now and find out?” questioned Matteo. 

Lucio and Máximo were ten-year-old twins who lived in a small town called 
Capitán Bermúdez. Most people would say that living in a small town was uneventful and dull, 
but for kids, it was the best thing that could happen to them. They enjoyed the freedom 
that kids from big cities lacked. Instead of being at home all day, playing video games and 
waiting for their parents to take them places, they lived in houses with big back yards and 
swimming pools. They could ride their bikes on their own to any place in town they wanted.

Finally, it was opening day at the local club. The twins asked their mother’s 
permission to meet with their friends at the club. Lucio and Máximo’s mother owned a small 
business downtown, so she had to work in the afternoon. She let her sons go to the club by 
bike, provided that they stayed in the club and didn’t talk strangers. They were expected to 
be home by 8 p.m. when the sun went down. 

At exactly 2:30 p.m., the kids got to the club, which was only a five-minute bike 
ride from home. The club was huge, and it offered many opportunities for fun. The twins 
met with their cousin Matteo and their friends Mauricio and Valentín. The group of friends 
went to their favorite place inside the club, the swimming pool. 

After sunbathing, diving, and having fun with other kids they knew from school, 
they bought some ice cream in the club’s canteen. In the canteen, there were video game 
machines and a *meteeegol. Lucio loved playing metegol, so he had brought twenty pesos to 
play with his friends. Lucio’s team won four out of five games. 

Just when the last game was finished, Matteo, who hated losing, interrupted the 
game by saying, “Hey, guys, the other day, I overheard my eldest brother talking to his 
friends. He said that there is an urban legend about the eucalyptus forest surrounding the 
abandoned factory located next to the club.”
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“Ummmm…I don’t know,” said Máximo. “My mum doesn’t want us to go anywhere 
other than the club.”

“Well, we could go now since it is daylight and come back quickly. Our parents 
wouldn’t have to know,” responded Matteo.

Thanks to Matteo’s insistence, they all agreed to go see if they could find elves. 
The six friends grabbed their bikes and rode toward the abandoned cellulose factory. Once 
they arrived there, they split up to cover more ground. The whole experience thrilled and 
terrified them at the same time. 

No matter how hard they searched, they could not find anything, so when the 
boys met again, Valentín suggested that they play hide and seek.

The friends agreed and started playing. All except Lucio hid. They tried to find 
the best hideouts so that they would not be caught. Meanwhile, Lucio counted to one 
hundred and opened his eyes. It looked as if he was alone in the vast forest since there 
was no evidence of his friends nearby. 

they arrived there, they split up to cover more ground. The whole experience thrilled and 
terrified them at the same time. 

No matter how hard they searched, they could not find anything, so when the 
boys met again, Valentín suggested that they play hide and seek.
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Lucio shouted, “Come out, come out, wherever you are!”, but nobody appeared. 
He didn’t want to go too far away from the home base tree because he didn’t want to be 
the seeker again. After a couple of minutes, he caught a glimpse of something moving to his 
left. He went toward it and found his brother Máximo. Máximo started running, trying to 
reach home base before Lucio, but unfortunately, Lucio was faster. 

One by one, the rest of the twins’ friends tried to return to home base to win 
the game, but Valentín never appeared. At first, they thought that he was teasing them, but 
more than half an hour passed, and there was no sign of him. 

The kids call Valentín in unison, but Valentín didn’t return. The sun was starting to 
set, and the twins knew that they needed to return home, but they couldn’t leave their 
friend behind. They were scared and worried. They feared that something terrible might 
have happened to Valentín. Finally, Lucio was the first one to have a good idea. 

“I think it is time to tell our parents what is happening,” suggested Lucio.
“No! My mom is going to kill me if she finds out that I’m here,” replied Mauricio. 
“I know,” agreed Lucio. “Mine will kill me, too, but it is getting dark, and I am 

freaking out here. I will call my mum and tell her the truth.” He grabbed his cell phone from 
his backpack.  

Lucio called his mother and told her exactly what had happened. He asked her to 
call Valentín’s parents. In less than ten minutes, all of the kids’ parents arrived with 
flashlights and started searching for Valentín. 

Finally, after more than an hour, they found him inside a locked room in the 
abandoned factory. The adults managed to unlock the door and take him out. He explained 
that he had went in there to hide when the wind suddenly slammed the door shut. He couldn’t 
get out. 

That night when the twins arrived home, their parents grounded them for a 
week. Next time, the boys would be sure to listen to their parents’ rules.   

*metegol: It is also known as table football. It is a game that can be played with two to six 
players divides into two teams. The objective of the game is to score a goal against the rival 
team, resembling a football match.

the game, but Valentín never appeared. At first, they thought that he was teasing them, but 
more than half an hour passed, and there was no sign of him. 

The kids call Valentín in unison, but Valentín didn’t return. The sun was starting to 
set, and the twins knew that they needed to return home, but they couldn’t leave their 
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have happened to Valentín. Finally, Lucio was the first one to have a good idea. 

“I think it is time to tell our parents what is happening,” suggested Lucio.
“No! My mom is going to kill me if she finds out that I’m here,” replied Mauricio. 
“I know,” agreed Lucio. “Mine will kill me, too, but it is getting dark, and I am 

freaking out here. I will call my mum and tell her the truth.” He grabbed his cell phone from 
his backpack.  

Lucio called his mother and told her exactly what had happened. He asked her to 
call Valentín’s parents. In less than ten minutes, all of the kids’ parents arrived with 
flashlights and started searching for Valentín. 

Finally, after more than an hour, they found him inside a locked room in the 
abandoned factory. The adults managed to unlock the door and take him out. He explained 
that he had went in there to hide when the wind suddenly slammed the door shut. He couldn’t 
get out. 

That night when the twins arrived home, their parents grounded them for a 
week. Next time, the boys would be sure to listen to their parents’ rules.   



1. Why is the setting of this story important to the plot? (Choose all that apply.)

a. The setting is important because it takes place at night when it is dark and 
they can get lost. 

b. The setting is important because it takes place in a small town in Argentina 
where the boys have freedom to explore. 

c. The setting is important because it takes place at a kids club where the main 
characters meet other kids who are troublemakers. 

d. The setting is important because it takes place during summer break, so the 
boys in the story have ample time to get into mischief. 

2. Which sentence in the story best suggests that the twins will learn a lesson?

a. They were ready to start enjoying their break, which, in Argentina, lasted 
about three months. 

b. At exactly 2:30 p.m., the kids got to the club, which was only a five-minute 
bike ride from home.

c. She let her sons go to the club by bike, provided that they stayed in the 
club and didn’t talk strangers. 

d. Instead of being at home all day, playing video games and waiting for their 
parents to take them places, they lived in houses with big back yards and 
swimming pools.

3. Read the following sentences from page two of the story. 

“Ummmm…I don’t know,” said Máximo. “My mum doesn’t want us to go anywhere other than 
the club.”

Based on these sentences, what can you infer about Máximo’s personality? 

a. Máximo is adventurous and loves to explore. 
b. Máximo is cautious and follows his mom’s rules. 
c. Máximo is curious and loves to learn new things. 
d. Máximo is shy and does not like to meet new people. 

Theme
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

1. Why is the setting of this story important to the plot? (Choose all that apply.)

The setting is important because it takes place at night when it is dark and 
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The setting is important because it takes place in a small town in Argentina 
where the boys have freedom to explore. 
The setting is important because it takes place at a kids club where the main 
characters meet other kids who are troublemakers. 
The setting is important because it takes place during summer break, so the 
boys in the story have ample time to get into mischief. 

2. Which sentence in the story best suggests that the twins will learn a lesson?

They were ready to start enjoying their break, which, in Argentina, lasted 
about three months. 
At exactly 2:30 p.m., the kids got to the club, which was only a five-At exactly 2:30 p.m., the kids got to the club, which was only a five-At exactly 2:30 p.m., the kids got to the club, which was only a five minute 
bike ride from home.
She let her sons go to the club by bike, provided that they stayed in the 
club and didn’t talk strangers. 
Instead of being at home all day, playing video games and waiting for their 
parents to take them places, they lived in houses with big back yards and 
swimming pools.

3. Read the following sentences from page two of the story. 

“Ummmm…I don’t know,” said Máximo. “My mum doesn’t want us to go anywhere other than 
the club.”

suggests that the twins will learn a lesson?



4. What problem did the friends face in the forest? 

a. Valentín was lost. 
b. Lucio was alone in the forest. 
c. The boys could not find the enchanted elves.
d. Máximo reached home base before Lucio could catch him.

5. How does Lucio react to the problem? How does the way that Lucio responds help them 
resolve the problem?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. Describe the theme this story expresses. Include at least two details from the story to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Theme

Máximo reached home base before Lucio could catch him.

5. How does Lucio react to the problem? How does the way that Lucio responds help them 
resolve the problem?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. Describe the theme this story expresses. Include at least two details from the story to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



Preparing for Winter

Theme Name: _________________________________ Date: _________________
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Characters: Nutty, Wally, Sandy 
Cheeks (SC)

SCENE 1: COUNTRY FOREST,
DAYTIME

(Two squirrels are leisurely playing 
checkers on a cloudy fall day, while a 
third is lounging and reading her 
book. All three squirrels are quite 
tranquil as they peacefully 
participate in their activities.)

Nutty: There’s quite a chill in the air today, so we really ought to start looking for a few 
nuts to prepare for winter.
Sandy Cheeks: (Without even glancing up from her book) It’s only October 14, which means 
that we have at least a month to gather food! (Waving her hand to emphasize her dismissal 
of the thought) We’ll start first thing tomorrow morning.
Wally: I mean, we could start as soon as I finish beating Nutty since that’s inevitably how 
this game is going to end.
Nutty: First of all, Wally, there’s no way it’s going to…
(Suddenly, the breeze picks up, and snow starts flying around as far as the eye can see.  
Nutty jumps up, scattering checkers pieces everywhere, and starts running around where 
the other two remain.)
Nutty: (Continuing to run with his hands in the fur on the top of his head) OH, NOOOO!  
What are we going to do?! What are we going to do?! What are we going to doooooo?!?!
Sandy Cheeks: Okay, everybody, calm down and plan this out logically.
Wally: Sandy is right. Let’s all run away to Florida!

Play

Cheeks (SC)

E 1: COUNTRY FOOOREST,
IME

(Two squirrels are leisurely playing 
checkers on a cloudy fall day, while a 
third is lounging and reading her 
book. All three squirrels are quite 
tranquil as they peacefully 
participate in their activities.)

There’s quite a chill in the air today, so we really ought to start looking for a few 
nuts to prepare for winter.

Cheeks: (Without even glancing up from her book) It’s only October 14, which means 
that we have at least a month to gather food! (Waving her hand to emphasize her dismissal 
of the thought) We’ll start first thing tomorrow morning.

I mean, we could start as soon as I finish beating Nutty since that’s inevitably how 
this game is going to end.

First of all, Wally, there’s no way it’s going to…
(Suddenly, the breeze picks up, and snow starts flying around as far as the eye can see.  
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Sandy Cheeks: (Rolls her eyes) First of all, Wally, we’re not running away from all of our 
family and friends. Second of all, do you know how many cars we would have to dodge to 
make that journey? There’s no way that we would make it all the way to Florida.
Nutty: Sandy Cheeks is right. Okay, I have an idea. We’ll just hibernate all winter and 
staaaarrrrve because all of the nuts and berries are already covered by three feet of 
snooooow.  OH MY GAWD, WE’RE GONNA DIIIIIIIIE!!!!
(Wally and Sandy Cheeks blindly stare at Nutty as they wait for his tantrum to pass.)
Wally: Are you done with all of that nonsense?
Nutty: (In an overly calm voice) Yes, I believe that I am done now.
Sandy Cheeks: Okay, good, now let’s do what the Homo sapiens refer to as “divide and 
conquer”. I’ll collect acorns, Nutty will gather chestnuts, and Wally will muster up apples and 
berries. Does that sound like a plan?
Wally: Great thinking, Sandy. That’s a berry good idea. Get it? See what I did there?  
Because I’m collecting berries.
(Nutty and Sandy blindly stare at Wally, and both mentally decide to ignore his comment.)
Sandy Cheeks: Okay, so everything we find will be put in a pile below that evergreen bush 
over there. (Pointing over there)
Nutty: Unless we find nothing because everyone already took everything and there’s nothing 
left except for cracked nuts and acorn caps, so we have nothing to eat and then… (Falling to 
his knees) OH MY GAWD, WE’RE ALL GONNA DIIIIIIIIE!
(Wally and Sandy Cheeks scurry away to begin looking for their designated food items.  
Nutty realizes that they are gone.)
Nutty: GUYS?! GUYS?!
Wally: (Yelling from afar) GET BUSY, Nutty!
Nutty: (Under his breath to himself as he begins to run) Right, apples and berries, apples and 
berries…I’ve got to get me some apples and berries. (Stops running) Oh, wait…or am I 
supposed to get acorns? (Scratches his chin while he thinks) Aww, nuts, I can’t remember!

END SCENE

snooooow.  OH MY GAWD, WE’RE GONNA DIIIIIIIIE!!!!
(Wally and Sandy Cheeks blindly stare at Nutty as they wait for his tantrum to pass.)

Are you done with all of that nonsense?
(In an overly calm voice) Yes, I believe that I am done now.
Cheeks: Okay, good, now let’s do what the Homo sapiens refer to as “divide and 

conquer”. I’ll collect acorns, Nutty will gather chestnuts, and Wally will muster up apples and 
berries. Does that sound like a plan?

Great thinking, Sandy. That’s a berry good idea. Get it? See what I did there?  
Because I’m collecting berries.
(Nutty and Sandy blindly stare at Wally, and both mentally decide to ignore his comment.)

Cheeks: Okay, so everything we find will be put in a pile below that evergreen bush 
over there. (Pointing over there)

Unless we find nothing because everyone already took everything and there’s nothing 
left except for cracked nuts and acorn caps, so we have nothing to eat and then… (Falling to 
his knees) OH MY GAWD, WE’RE ALL GONNA DIIIIIIIIE!
(Wally and Sandy Cheeks scurry away to begin looking for their designated food items.  
Nutty realizes that they are gone.)

GUYS?! GUYS?!
(Yelling from afar) GET BUSY, Nutty!
(Under his breath to himself as he begins to run) Right, apples and berries, apples and 

berries…I’ve got to get me some apples and berries. (Stops running) Oh, wait…or am I 
supposed to get acorns? (Scratches his chin while he thinks) Aww, nuts, I can’t remember!



1. What is the setting of this story? (Choose all that apply.)

a. a forest
b. evening time
c. the end of fall
d. the middle of winter

Describe why the setting is important to the plot. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What can you infer about Nutty’s personality? 

a. Nutty is anxious. 
b. Nutty is confident. 
c. Nutty is courageous. 
d. Nutty is determined. 

Find two pieces of text evidence that support your choice above. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3.  How would you describe Sandy Cheek’s personality? 

a. Sandy Cheeks is nervous.
b. Sandy Cheeks is dramatic. 
c. Sandy Cheeks is composed.
d. Sandy Cheeks is thoughtful. 

Theme
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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the end of fall
the middle of winter

Describe why the setting is important to the plot. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What can you infer about Nutty’s personality? 

Nutty is anxious. 
Nutty is confident. 
Nutty is courageous. 
Nutty is determined. 

Find two pieces of text evidence that support your choice above. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3.  How would you describe Sandy Cheek’s personality? 



4. How does Sandy Cheeks’ personality help the squirrels resolve their conflict? Use text 
evidence from the story to support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

5. Describe the theme this play expresses. Include at least two details from the story to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Theme

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

5. Describe the theme this play expresses. Include at least two details from the story to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



Social Media
Poem

Theme Name: _________________________________ Date: _________________
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Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat,
Social media is where it’s at.

Voice your opinion,
Post your pic,
It’s available to the world with just one click.

Just remember before you click “done”,
What you want to share today,
Will not go away.

College applications, job interviews, adult life,
All of your posts can come back 
to give you a whole lot of strife.

So when you’re happy,
When you’re proud,
Go ahead, post it nice and loud.

When you’re upset with your parents,
When you’re angry with your friends,
Social media should certainly not be the way,
You go about saying what you think you need to say.

For when you’re no longer upset or mad,
The words and pictures you posted, no matter how bad,
Are still there for the world to see,
Even if you don’t want them to be.

“I can always just go to delete,” you say,
It doesn’t matter,
Your post is there to stay.

So while social media is certainly entertaining,
This is no host,
Watch what you say,
Think before you post.

Voice your opinion,
Post your pic,
It’s available to the world with just one click.

Just remember before you click “done”,
What you want to share today,
Will not go away.

College applications, job interviews, adult life,
All of your posts can come back 
to give you a whole lot of strife.

So when you’re happy,
When you’re proud,
Go ahead, post it nice and loud.

When you’re upset with your parents,
When you’re angry with your friends,
Social media should certainly not be the way,be the way,
You go about saying what you think you need to say.you need to say.

For when you’re no longer upset or mad,For when you’re no longer upset or mad,

So while social media is certainly entertaining,
This is no host,
Watch what you say,
Think before you post.



1. According to the second stanza, what is the benefit of social media? (Choose all that 
apply.)

a. What you post does not go away. 
b. People can share pictures on social media. 
c. Many people can see what you post immediately. 
d. People can speak their viewpoints on social media. 

2. What does the author warn about social media?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. Post things you are proud of. 
b. Don’t post things when you’re mad. 
c. What you share on social media will never go away. 
d. If you post something now, it can come back later when you are trying to 

get a job.

3. Read these lines from the poem. 

So when you’re happy,
When you’re proud,
Go ahead, post it nice and loud.

What do these lines mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Theme
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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People can share pictures on social media. 
Many people can see what you post immediately. 
People can speak their viewpoints on social media. 

2. What does the author warn about social media?  (Choose all that apply.)

Post things you are proud of. 
Don’t post things when you’re mad. 
What you share on social media will never go away. 
If you post something now, it can come back later when you are trying to 
get a job.

3. Read these lines from the poem. 

So when you’re happy,
When you’re proud,
Go ahead, post it nice and loud.

What do these lines mean? 

__________________________________________________________________



4. With which statement would the author of this poem most likely agree with?

a. People learn from their mistakes.
b. Kids can’t be trusted with cell phones.
c. You should think before you act.
d. Kids should not be allowed to use computers without supervision.

5. Fill in the chart below. Then use the chart to answer the question. 

What is the theme of this poem? Include at least two details from the chart above to 
support your explanation. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Theme

Main idea of the poem What is the mood?

Kids should not be allowed to use computers without supervision.

5. Fill in the chart below. Then use the chart to answer the question. 

What is the theme of this poem? Include at least two details from the chart above to 
support your explanation. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Main idea of the poem What is the mood?
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