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740L
September Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Part of the Parade

face to face with a huge horse. Sitting atop the horse was a police officer, a scowl on his 

face as he glared down at William. 

“Be careful there, son,” the officer said. “The parade will be starting soon.” 

William backed up a few steps onto the sidewalk. He looked up and down the street. All 

he saw was Mr. McCabe, a handful of marchers, and a police escort standing there. No one 

was marching. William didn’t hear any music.

Shouldn’t a parade have music?

“Give up!” A man with a deep voice next to William shouted. A few other people said 

similar things. William feared the parade wouldn’t happen. He’d gotten up early and struggled 

through         the crowd for nothing.  

William squeezed through small 

spaces in the crowd. The sidewalk in his 

Manhattan neighborhood was packed. People 

were eager to see Americans march 

together to raise awareness about difficult 

work conditions in the country, and so was 

William. He wouldn’t see anything, however, 

if he couldn’t get a good spot. 

He got bumped around as he weaved 

among the crowd. When William finally 

reached the street near city hall, he came
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Suddenly Mr. Maguire ran to Mr. McCabe. “Two hundred marchers are coming off the 

ferry! They’re from the Jewelers Union of Newark and… they have a band!”

Mr. McCabe looked relieved as the crowd cheered. William pumped his fists in the air. 

He was going to see a parade after all! 

At just a few minutes after ten o’clock, a group of marchers, some carrying signs 

that demanded better pay and shorter hours, turned onto lower Broadway Street. The 

band’s music filled the air. William felt as if he were at a real party now. He clapped his 

hands to the music as he watched the jewelers, Mr. McCabe, and the other marchers

parade by him. 

Soon, members of the crowd joined in. William found himself swept up into the 

parade, too. The street was filled, but so were the sidewalks, roofs, and even the lamp 

posts lining the street where people watched them march through lower Manhattan. People 

waved handkerchiefs like flags as they leaned out the windows of buildings along the route. 

Everyone wanted to see the first parade honoring workers from all trades united together. 

At noon, Union Square came into view, 

signaling the end of the parade. William’s feet 

were tired, but he had no intention of missing 

the parties, speeches, and picnics — especially 

the picnics — that were to follow the parade. 

He danced to Irish music. The flags of 

Ireland, Germany, France, and the United 

States waved in the crisp September air. 

William could hardly wait for next year’s 

Labor Day Parade!
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September Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Part of the Parade

He got jostled around as he weaved among the spectators. When William finally 

reached the street near City Hall, he came face to face with a gigantic horse. Sitting atop 

the horse was a police officer, a scowl on his face as he glared down at William. 

“Be careful there, son,” the officer said in a stern voice. “The parade will be starting 

soon.” 

William backed up a few steps onto the sidewalk. He searched up and down the street, 

but all he saw was Mr. McCabe, a handful of marchers, and a police escort standing in the 

street. No one was marching, and William didn’t hear one note of music.

Shouldn’t a parade have music?

“Give up!” A man with a deep, bellowing voice next to William shouted at Mr. McCabe. A 

few other people said similar things, and William feared the parade wouldn’t happen. He’d 

gotten up early and struggled through the crowd for nothing.  

William squeezed through small 

spaces in the crowd. The sidewalk in his 

Manhattan neighborhood was packed. 

People were eager to see Americans march 

together to raise awareness about difficult 

work conditions in the country, and so was 

William. He wouldn’t see anything, however, 

if he couldn’t get a suitable spot to view 

the parade. 
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Suddenly Mr. Maguire raced across a lawn to Mr. McCabe and spilled into the street. 

“Two hundred marchers are coming off the ferry! They’re from the Jewelers Union of 

Newark and… they have a band!”

Mr. McCabe looked relieved as the crowd cheered wildly, and William pumped his fists in 

the air. He was going to see a parade today after all! 

At just a few minutes after ten o’clock in the morning, a group of marchers, some 

carrying signs demanding better pay and shorter work hours, turned onto lower Broadway 

Street. The band’s music filled the air, and William felt as if he were at a real party now. He 

clapped his hands to the music as he watched the jewelers, Mr. McCabe, and the other 

marchers parade by him. 

Soon, members of the crowd joined in. After all, they were workers, too, and William 

found himself swept up into the parade as well. The street was filled with people, but so 

were the sidewalks, roofs, and even the lamp posts lining the street where onlookers 

watched them march through lower Manhattan. People waved handkerchiefs like flags as they 

leaned out the windows of buildings along the route. Everyone wanted to see the first parade 

honoring workers from all trades united together. 
At noon, Union Square came into view, 

signaling the end of the parade. William’s 

feet were tired, but he had no intention of 

missing the parties, speeches, and picnics —

especially the picnics — that were to follow 

the parade. He danced to Irish music with 

fiddles and pipes while the flags of Ireland, 

Germany, France, and the United States 

waved in the crisp September air. William 

could hardly wait for next year’s Labor Day 

Parade!
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1. Why is the setting of the story important to the plot? 

a. The character is at an important historic event. 
b. It’s important to know what time of day the parade is happening. 
c. The setting is a parade, so you can compare it to any parades you have been to. 
d. The setting is outside and you need to know that to understand the environment. 

2. How does the author’s description of the sounds contribute to your understanding of the setting? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain how the time period of this story contributes to the plot.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. What detail from the text helps you understand what it felt like for William to be in the crowd at 
the parade?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. How does William feel about the setting at the beginning of the story? How does he feel at the end? 
Explain how you know. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is no crayon next to the question, you 
will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 

September Comprehension Questions
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Setting

Place

Time

Environment

How does the place where the story occurs affect 
the events and characters? How would the story 
be different if it occurred somewhere else? 

How does the time period when the story occurs 
affect the events and characters? How would the 
story be different if it occurred during a 
different time? 

The text says, “William felt as if he were at a real 
party now.” Explain the environment and what 
makes William feel that way. 
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Part of the parade 

Response

Part of the Parade is a very descriptive story. The author shows how the character feels 
like he is part of the parade. Choose a part of the story that has a lot of sensory details. 
Explain how the specific words the author used help you visualize what happened to William.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Ripples and Flies

Poem
September Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Red, white, and blue

paint the skies,

the American flag

ripples and flies.

A symbol of freedom,

justice, and will,

American ideas

that linger still.

Songs of liberty

and being brave,

soldiers who always

protect and save.

Citizens defending

what is right,

searching for truth,

being a light. 

Even in darkness

we are strong,

we pull together

to fix what’s wrong.

A country like ours

has people who give

their hearts and souls

for the chance to live

where

red, white, and blue

paint the skies,

the American flag

ripples and flies.
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1. What is this poem mostly about?
a. A description of a 4th of July celebration.
b. A description of all the things the American Flag stands for. 
c. A description of what the American Flag looks like. 
d. A description of how the American Flag was designed. 

2. How does the author create a pattern in each stanza? (Choose all that apply.)
a. Every 2nd and 4th line rhyme. 
b. Every third line in each stanza is one word.
c. The first and last line of each stanza has the same number of beats. 
d. The author repeats the last line of each stanza. 

3. How does the author use rhythm in this poem? How does the rhythm impact the mood of the poem?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Read the first stanza of the poem. Describe the meter using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and 
“strong.”

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. The poet uses lines and stanzas that are mostly the same length to create a certain image for the 
reader. What is the image the poet is trying to create?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is no crayon next to the question, you 
will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 

September Comprehension Questions
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Poetry Mapping

Poetry is very different than other forms of literature. Map the poem by following these steps:

 Underline the title.

 How many stanzas? _________

 How many lines in each stanza? _____

 Underline rhyming words.

 Write how many beats next to each 
line.

 Underline any words that repeat.

 Underline alliteration.

 Underline sensory words.

 Underline any other figurative 
language you find.

Red, white, and blue

paint the skies,

the American flag

ripples and flies.

A symbol of freedom,

justice, and will,

American ideas

that linger still.

Songs of liberty

and being brave,

soldiers who always

protect and save.

Citizens defending

what is right,

searching for truth,

being a light. 

Even in darkness

we are strong,

we pull together

to fix what’s wrong.

A country like ours

has people who give

their hearts and souls

for the chance to live

where

red, white, and blue

paint the skies,

the American flag

ripples and flies.
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Poetry Writing

The poem you read is about the American flag. The American flag is a symbol of many 
things, including freedom in the United States. We fly the flag on holidays that celebrate our 
freedom. Write your own poem about your favorite holiday symbol, like a Christmas tree or 
a jack-o-lantern. Your poem can follow patterns and a structure or be free verse. Be sure to 
include elements of poetry such as lines, stanzas, rhythm, and figurative language. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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History of Apples

750L September Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Apples were also spread to Britain by Roman soldiers in 200 BC. The Romans threw the apple 

cores away after eating. Apple trees grew wherever the cores landed. As the Romans traveled 

through Europe so did apples. Explorers from Spain brought apples to Mexico and South America in 

the 1500s and 1600s. Apples made their way into North America around the same time. French priests 

brought seeds. The Pilgrims who settled in Massachusetts in 1620 brought young apple trees from 

England. They planted orchards in New England. Apple orchards spread throughout the colonies after 

that. 

A name often connected with apples is Johnny Appleseed. He was a folk story character. 

Johnny Appleseed was based on a real person named John Chapman. John traveled throughout the 

Midwest. He planted orchards on his way. He also shared his apples with people. Early settlers liked 

apples. The fruit had many ways it could be enjoyed such as fresh from the tree, as applesauce, in 

pies and preserves, and in cider. Even the apples that didn’t taste that good could be used to feed 

livestock. It’s not hard to see why people fell in love with apples. 

People have been eating apples since ancient times. People of the Stone Age enjoyed them over 

3,000 years ago. Evidence of this was found in charcoal remains of apples. They were located in the 

ruins of Stone Age villages in Europe. Apples are thought to have originally come from Kazakhstan. This is 

in central Asia, east of the Caspian Sea. Alma Ata is the capital of Kazakhstan. It means “full of apples.” 

It is believed food gatherers of the Paleolithic Age gathered sour crab apples that grew wild in this area.

When did apples become something that people grew 

on purpose? Scientists think farmers of the Neolithic Age 

8,000 years ago in what is now Asia were the first to grow 

their own apples. In 1300 BC, orchards were planted by 

Egyptians near the Nile River. Ancient Greeks took apple 

farming even farther in 800 BC. They grafted apples. 

Grafting is combining parts from different plants. The plants
then grow together as one plant. This allows growers to mix the best features of two plants to make a 

new and better one. 
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History of Apples

950L September Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

People have been eating apples since ancient times. People of the Stone Age enjoyed them over 3,000 

years ago. Evidence of this was found in charcoal remains of apples located in the ruins of Stone Age villages 

in Europe. Apples are thought to have originally come from Kazakhstan in central Asia, east of the Caspian 

Sea. Alma Ata is the capital of Kazakhstan. It means “full of apples.” It is believed food gatherers of the 

Paleolithic Age gathered sour crab apples that grew wild in this area.

When did apples become something that people grew on 

purpose? Scientists think farmers of the Neolithic Age 8,000 

years ago in what is now Asia were the first to experiment with 

growing their own apples. In 1300 BC, orchards were planted by 

Egyptians near the Nile River. Ancient Greeks advanced apple 

farming even more in 800 BC. They invented techniques to graft 

apples. Grafting is combining parts from different plants and 

Apples were also spread to Britain by Romans in 200 BC when they marched off to battle. The 

Romans threw the apple cores away after eating. Wherever the cores landed, apple trees began to grow. As 

the Romans traveled through Europe, so did apples. In the 1500s and 1600s, explorers from Spain brought 

apples to Mexico and South America. Apples made their way into North America around the same time when 

French priests brought seeds. The Pilgrims who settled in Massachusetts in 1620 planted orchards in New 

England from young apple trees they brought from England. About 15 years later, apple orchards were 

spread throughout the colonies. 

A name commonly associated with apples is Johnny Appleseed. A folk story character, Johnny 

Appleseed was based on a real person named John Chapman. John traveled throughout the Midwest, planting 

orchards on his way and sharing his apples with people. Early settlers liked apples because they had many 

ways they could be enjoyed such as fresh from the tree, as applesauce, in pies and preserves, and in cider. 

Even the apples that didn’t taste that good could be used to feed livestock. It’s not hard to see why people 

fell in love with apples.   

then letting them grow together as one plant. This allows growers to mix the best features of two plants to 

make a new and better one. 
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1. Describe where and by whom apples were first eaten. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. How and where were apples first grown? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe how apples were spread to the rest of the world.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Who was John Chapman and what impact did he have on the early settlers? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did the settlers like apples so much? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is no crayon next to the question, you 
will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 

September Comprehension Questions



Nonfiction

The author of History of Apples wrote this text in chronological order. Record the events of 
the history of apples in the chart below. 

©
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First,

Next,

Then, 

After that, 

Next, 

Finally, 
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History of Apples 

Response

Explain why knowing the history of something you see or use every day is important. Use 
examples from the text about apples. Also include an example of something you would like to 
learn the history of and explain why. 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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