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To organize this novel guide, we have divided the novel into 
five main reading sections. We suggest students read all 
chapters before completing that section of activities. The 
chapters are outlined above and at the start of each section.

This Novel Guide is designed to elevate your novel study in an engaging way 
for students. Students will work in their Novel Guide Notebook while reading 
the assigned novel. This novel guide can be used in multiple ways: independent 
work, partner work, small group work, or even summer reading. 

This novel guide was created for the novel James and the Giant Peach and is 
divided into SIX sections:

1. GETTING STARTED: pre-reading activities

2. READING SECTION 1: during reading activities (chapters 1-8)

3. READING SECTION 2: during reading activities (chapters 9-16)

4. READING SECTION 3: during reading activities (chapters 17-22)

5. READING SECTION 4: during reading activities (chapters 23-31)

6. FINISHING UP: after-reading activities (chapters 32-39)
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Click the computer for the 
digital version!





getting 
starte

d

1. Describe what you know about peaches.
2. Consider the meaning of “giant.”
3. Describe your thoughts, predictions, and 

expectations of James and the Giant 
Peach.

Getting 
Started!
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Check out the specific directions below to get 
started!

Before jumping into the novel, James and 
the Giant Peach, you are going to learn 
some important background information 

about the characters and setting. You will 
also have a chance to make some 

predictions! 
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In the space below, write what you know about peaches! 
Consider all of your senses as you describe this tasty fruit!

taste smell

What do you know about how peaches grow?

getting 
started

sight touch



1. What does the word “giant” mean to you? 
Write your own definition, then list three 
synonyms and three antonyms to the word.

James 
and 
the 

Giant 
Peach

2. The meaning of “giant” can change depending on what you are describing as                                                    
“giant!” For example, if you imagine a “giant carrot” and a “giant waterfall,” they’re probably 
not going to be the same size. The word “giant” implies that something is much bigger than it 
normally or usually is. Keeping this in mind, how big do you think a “giant peach” is? You can 
describe it in terms of measurements or by using a simile. 

getting 
started
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getting 
started

Before you start reading James and the Giant Peach, observe the 
front cover of your novel, read the summary on the back (if 

there is one on your copy), and do a quick picture walk through 
the book. Based on your findings, what are your thoughts and 

predictions about James and the Giant Peach?
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After reading the chapters of section 
one, complete each activity below.

Reading 
Section 1

Chapters 1 - 8

1. Complete the Section 1 Dictionary.
2. Complete James’s character chart.

3. Explore cause and effect.
4. Compare James’s aunts.
5. Describe the 3 peculiar things.
6. Complete the acrostic!

It’s time to start reading James and 
The Giant Peach! Be sure to read the 
chapters of section one listed below 
before starting the activities below.
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7.     Illustrate a main event.
8.     Show What You Know!



reading
section 1

Using a dictionary, define 
these vocabulary words from 

section one. 

Scan the QR code for a 
dictionary:
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SECTION 1 DICTIONARY

• “… you filthy nuisance …” (1)

nuisance: 

• “… was large and desolate …” (1)

desolate: 

• “… a sort of luminous quality …” (3)

luminous: 

• “… you will never be miserable again …” (4) 

miserable: 

• “… something peculiar is about to happen …” (6)

peculiar: 

• “… get a glimpse of this miraculous fruit …” (8)

miraculous: 



James is the main character in this novel! Consider what you know about him so far 
and describe his character using the prompts below.

• In one box, describe James’s current living arrangements. 
• In one box, describe something James wants.
• In one box, describe James’s personality.
• In one box, copy a quote that you find in section one that describes something you 

find interesting about James.

reading
section 1
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Caus e :

E f f e c t :

James’s parents were eaten by a rhinoceros that escaped 
from the zoo. 

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

Identifying a cause and effect and describing a sequence of events are two ways to analyze a part of a story. In 
fact, they are very similar! A cause and effect can be seen as a condensed version of a sequence of events (usually 

the first and last events in the sequence). It can be interesting to start with a known cause and effect, then dig 
deeper into the story to describe a more detailed sequence of events. Consider the example to the left from the 
first chapter of James and the Giant Peach. First, identify the “effect,” then take the same example and describe 

the longer sequence of events using details from the text. 

reading
section 1
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In the comparison chart below, compare James’s two aunts. Avoid describing their physical 
features, as it is not respectful to comment on people’s bodies but be sure to describe their 
differences and similarities in personality, manners, desires, and more. Use at least one quote 

from the novel in each of the three sections.

Aunt ________

Aunt ________

reading
section 1
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peculiar thing #1

In the three frames below, describe the three “peculiar” things that happen to James. Be sure to 

describe them in the order they occur and use at least one vocab word from this section in each 

description.

reading
section 1
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peculiar thing #3

peculiar thing #2



Reflect on how James feels living in that house on the hill with his aunts. What does 
he miss? What can’t he do? What does he want?

Complete the acrostic to the right by coming up with 5 words, phrases, or 
sentences that describe James’s situation, emotions/feelings, or desires. Each of 
the 5 words, phrases, or sentences should begin with a letter of his name. Share 

them with a partner when you’re finished!

J_________________
A_________________
M_________________
E _________________
S_________________

reading
section 1
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Create a drawing or other visual representation of a main event in section one. It 
can be any event that you think is important. Include words or a quote if 
you would like.

You will create one for each section of the novel, then put them together at the 
very end to summarize the plotline of the novel - keep this in mind as you choose 
which scene/event you want to illustrate.

© Julie Bochese

reading
section 1



1. Which word best describes James’s aunts’ treatment of him?

a. coincidental
b. casual

c. cruel

d. candid

2. Read the following sentence from the story. What/who is this quote referring to?
The breath smelled musty and stale and slightly mildewed, like air in an old cellar.

a. Aunt Spike
b. James’s father

c. The old man
d. Aunt Sponge

3. Reflect on the meaning of the vocab word luminous. Which of the following is a synonym of that word?

a. cautious
b. glowing

c. enormous
d. Dull

4. What do James’s aunts do with the giant peach?

a. They eat it.
b. They charge people money to come see it.

c. They hire a baker to come make pies.
d. They hit it with a baseball bat.

5. If you were to give a title to this section of the novel, what would it be? Explain why, and how it relates to 
this section.

reading
section 1

This is the end of 
section one. Get 
ready for 
section two
by reading 
chapters 
9-16.
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Terms of Use

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and 
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a 

classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple 
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by 

visiting your TPT “Purchases” page and then selecting “Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting 
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

How Can I Use This Resource?

• Use this resource personally or with your own children.
• Use this resource in your own classroom with your 

students.
• Provide this resource to your students to use at your 

instruction.
• Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
• Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the 

sole purpose of instructing your students.
• Share with your students via a secure document portal 

or electronic learning platform that requires individual 
user verification and limits access to only the students 
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

• Review this resource with others with the sole purpose 
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided 
you share one of the links below:

© Copyright 2021. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted 
to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only available to 

students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly 
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for 
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at 
https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of-use.

• Share with others to use personally.
• Share with others to use in another 

classroom. 
• Print or copy any page(s) and distribute 

them to other teachers or other 
classrooms.

• Publish or host online in a manner where 
any of the material is accessible to 
anyone who is not a student in your own 
classroom., including but not limited to 
personal, classroom, or district websites 
that are accessible to the general public. 

• Use this resource commercially (e.g. 
Outschool).

• Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this 
product to anyone in manner inconsistent 
with these terms of use. https://magicorelearning.com/  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore



Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@magicorelearning.com

https://www.pinterest.com/magicore/pins/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magi
core

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

http://www.magicorelearning.com/
http://www.magicorelearning.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
mailto:Julie@commoncorekingdom.com
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlottes-Web-Novel-Study-Reading-Comprehension-8574740
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-Novel-Study-Reading-Comprehension-8549547
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-One-and-Only-Ivan-Novel-Study-Reading-Comprehension-8518257


CreditsCredits

Join my MagiCore Club waitlist!

Membership Opportunity!
If you love these resources and want access to more, check 
out my membership opportunity with the Core Kingdom Club. 

MagiCore Club opens its membership doors 
twice a year to offer teachers all the resources 
you love, with a membership discount. You can 
also find support through my custom learning 
plan. 

Find out more 
https://magicorelearning.com/membership

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Prince-Padania
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.kevinandamanda.com/fonts/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rainbow-Sprinkle-Studio-Sasha-Mitten
https://magicorelearning.com/membership
https://magicorelearning.com/membership
https://magicorelearning.com/membership
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