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WHAT'S INSIDE?

I nd_Rth
HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD PRENTALE PDFs covering the 2"4-5

— grade text complexity band with Certified
Iable of Content Lexile Levels.

*This product includes |0 differentiated leveled passages in the 24-3" and q q .
Yth-5t Grade Text Complexity Bands (the range for 274-3 is 420-820 and @ |O Passage Se+s FOCUSIng el DI.F.Fererﬂ- HOIquyS Around +he

th_gth B | f "
Yth-5t grade is 740-1010). Each passage is available on three levels. Wor.ld

Part | Suitcase and Passport Activity

Part 2: Passages Color coding to encourage students to use text evidence
Saint Lucia Day in Sweden (I000L, 8IOL, 420L)

Kwanzaa in America (I0I0L, 700L, 430L)
Las Posadas in Mexico (430L, 650L, 490L)
Hanukkah in Australia (930L, 690L, 450L) Suitcase and Passport Activity AND Extension Activity
Diwali in India (I000OL, 740L, 480L)

Lunar New Year in China (qSOL, 730L, SQOL)
Omisoka in Japan (I0IOL, 750L, 450L) ®
The Epiphany in Ttaly (970L, 760L, S00L)

9. Boxing Day in England (430L, 7I0L, 470L)

10. The Yule Lads in Iceland (430L, 670L, H70L)
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10 PASSAGES

Learn in color! Visual
cues reinforce text
eVIdence' . A Journey;/vifh Gabriella

Lao Pooadas, Mexico

Teachers can quickly

check student work. “' Holdays Around the Werkd Name _Odbe
i A Journey with Gabriella
Law Pooadas, Mexico

Passages
differentiated on 3 g |~ | v
different levels. \2 B | e (w00

Lot A Journey with Gabriella

(grandpai

Holidays Around the World Name:

16th and « .
Englich. T Lao Posadas, Mexico

It honors

Eth qusqge Focused v o My name is Gabriela. I'm an ll-year-old girl. I live in Mexico. I live with my mom,

abuelos (grandparents), and my little brother, Miguel. I want to share with you the

on q diffe Pe nt HOIiday The Orig traditions of Las Posadas. It is a holiday that is very special to us.

The

Around the World. : S B Rt
E Las Posadas is a nine-day celebration. It leads up to Christmas. It begins on December

Christma
Bcndall I6th and ends on December 24th. The term “Posadas” translates to “lodgings” or “inns” in
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QUESTIONS

Scaffolded questions increase in
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Multiple choice, short answer,

Holidays Around the World Name: —____ Date_________ fI
q %

and graphic organizer-based e T K Soerey with Gt

Lao Pooadas, Mexico

for -
- oo word:
¥ et
My name Is Gabriela, and I'm an ll-year-old girl Iiving in Mexico with my mom, abuslos
\ Ned® et )
/

(grandparents), and my little brother, Miguel. I am thrilled to share with you the enchanting
traditions of Las Posadas, a holiday that is incredibly special fo us.

What is Las Posadas?

Las Posadas Is  nine-day celebration leading up to Christmas. Tt begins on Decerber

- - - // \ 16th and ends on December 24th. The term “Posadas” translates fo “lodgings” or “inns” in
English. The holiday celebrates the journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth fo Bethlehem
Variety of comprehension skills (e
\ & VL fasttttios ulimately ond o Hhe bicth of Jesus on Christmas Day

The Orign of Las Posadas

The tradition of Las Posadas was introduced to Mexico by Spanish missionaries in the

16th century. Thev combined native winter solstice rituals with the Christmas story to help

teach the Nativ ~ to indigenous people. Over time, Las Posadas evolved into a vibrart and

Rigorous and research-based @\ ( = |EE
approach to questioning \\Fa e

Joseph. The rest of us, holding candles,
ecome the “pilgrims.” We follow them from " 5 .
I house to house. I love being a pilgrim-it feels ke A family preparing for thetr Las Posadas
T'm a part of a living storybookl procession.

As we approach each door, we sing a traditional song asking for shelter. The

Color Coded answers
encourage students to use text
evidence
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

* Graphic
organizers
paired with -
edch passage
set

» Chadllenges
students 1o go
beyond the text
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OPEN RESPONSE

Students analyze the text.

Students use a variety of
comprehension skills to
respond to text-based
tasks.

Targets a range of
standards-based skills.

Pushes students to go
beyond the text.
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Holidays Around the World Name:

—_—_— Ddte:

A Week of Warmth
Kwanzaa, America

700L

My name is Jamal. I'm o 9-year-old boy living in America with my moms and my
younger brother, Marcus. Today, I want to share with you the rich traditions of a holiday
close o my heart: Kwanzaa.

What s Kwanzaa?

Kwanzaa Is a seven-day celebration that usually takes place 'Fro' *cember 26th to
January Ist. The holiday was created in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga il

.
ssimeCachete KT

L _ith our

heritage and African-American cufture. The word “Kwanzaa” comes fi

“matunda ya kwanza” Tt means “first fruits” Kwanzaa revolves around

“Nguzo Saba” in Swahili. These principles emphasize values like unity, self-}

creativity.
How Do We Celebrate?

Lighting the Kinara

In our home, the most important Kwanzaa symbol Is
candleholder with seven candles. Each candle r'y ssents one
the Kinara on a “mkeka.” This is a special mat 1% ymbolizes

inara. The Ki
Seven Pri
undation.
—

te Swahili phrase
Principles, or
mination, and
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

- Suitcase and Passport _ ’
Activity for students to Ty i
| wol o g’ Mm&'da.%;, (jnmwu:{,th,e, ’W(E\ - “

log and track their A
learning.

« Fun crafts to keep
students engaged

- Extension Activity to take
learning beyond the text

« Extension Activity Rubric
provided to make
grading easy
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the A Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. | of fiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-
instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile
grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text

it, students are not \z complexity band, students will 100%

exposure to linguistic and engage with appropriate text and

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary,

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage
provides teachers with opportunities

. to scaffold instruction. !
Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, ! e

o
. foxt
°Mmon . °xt at the p, at man,
o ore Stan, dards oy igh end of thein gra; s:, e
! s i ' ban,

students make greater reading gains Lead the way! Our texts are [:=immrmz i
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-levell: et
much as two grade levels above oy __JJ expectations and set students

their “instructional” reading level. up for success.
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A Journ with Gabriella
r\O

my mom, abuelos

ou the enchar*
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Holidays Around the World Extension

Objective: Research and write an informational text about a winter holiday celebrated in a country of

. your choice.

Directions: Choose a Country and Holiday:

You may choose any country and winter holiday of your interest. Below is a suggested list, but you're

welcome to explore beyond it.

Research: Use reputable sources like books, educa  al websites, and documentaries fo gather
information about your chosen holiday. Ensure that | ste the origin of the holiday, thefraditions, the

significance, and any unique customs associated with

Write: Craft an informational text that: \
Introduces the holiday and the country.
Describes how the holiday is célebrated
Discusses the origin dnd history of the holiday.
Highlights any special éustoms, foeds, or activities associated wit! holiday.
Ends with a reflection op.what you found most interestingiabout 1 liday.

\

Crte Your Sources: Make sure to include a list of the/sources you used fo.co e your research.

Presentation: While this is mainly a writing assignment, adding images, drawings, Sllken including a
recipe or craft.related fo the holiday ean make your work stand outl

Suggested Countries and Holidaye fo Research

®  Austrglia: Christmae (Remember, it’s summer in Australia during Christmas!)

*  Ukraine: Malanka (New Year’s Fve)

*  South Africa: Christmas Day

*  Brazil Festa Junina (Though celebrated in June, it's o winter festivity as June is winter in the Southes
Hemisphere) 3

Russia: Russién Orthodox Christmas

Spain: Three Kings Day (Epiphany)

Netherlande: Sinterklaas Day

Philippines: Simbang Gabl (Pre-Christmas Mass Tradition)
South Korea: Seollal (Korean New Year)

Poland: Wigilia (Christmas Eve supper)

Netherlands: Sinterklaas Day

Philippines: Simbang Gabi (Pre-Christmas Mass Tradition)
South Korea: Seollal (Korean New Year)

Poland: Wigllia (Christmas Eve supper)
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want to inform
attempt to

stories they write. Some authors
tions. Other authors
to entertain readers

Authors have a purpose for writing the

- sadors about o apesific tepla through facts or Instruc

persuade readers to do or belleve something. Authors may also wish

with their words. Think about “A Journey with Gabriella” What was the author’s purpose in
x and provide text evidence to support

& story? Put a check in the appropriate bo:

telling thi
your choice.

70 PERSUADE | TO ENTERTAIN
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