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The Legend of the Gingerbread Cookie

Once upon a time, there was a kingdom where gingerbread cookies were the most beloved treat.
S\l"“bo‘s 6560988 The king and queen decided to make them their royal treat. Every day, the court jester would bake fresh
gingerbread cookies for the king and queen. They enjoyed eating them with cups of hot chocolate.

One winter evening, a snowstorm was raging outside. The king and queen asked the jester to make

The g\r\ge"brB + did you it bt some gingerbread cookies. Unfortunately, there was no flour left in the pantry. The jester knew that he

. dess! ver the yed' had to find @ way to get more flour or else there would be no gingerbread cookies for the king and
*Christma® orituries’
peen arou® r e queen.
el
So, he went on a quest to find some flour. He walked for hours fhrough the snow. He \Cina“y found
a small bakery in fown. The baker told him that she didn’t have any flour left either, but she did have
molasses. The jester wasn't sure what molasses was, but he knew that it would have to do. He didn't

have any other options.

He quickly ran back to the castle with the molasses and started baking gingerbread cookies. It
was a lot harder than it looked. After many tries, he finally got them right. Best of all, they tasted even
better than regular gingerbread cookies! The king and queen were so pleased with the jester’s effort.

They rewarded him by giving him a lifetime supply of molasses.

From then on, gingerbread cookies
became even more popular in the kingdom. They
were served on special occasions. People often
asked for them as gifts. The jester’s recipe was
so popular that it spread across the kingdom. It
eventudlly spread to other parts of the world.

That is how gingerbread cookies became
a beloved treat! To this day, people still enjoy
them on special occasions, just like the king and
queen did so many years ago. So, whenever you
eat a gingerbread cookie, remember the brave
='-je5+er and.  juest for the perfect recipe. Who

" knows, maybe you'll find a way fo make your

own gingerbread ¢ 'ss as delicious as
E
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured

and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and
differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12t
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

K-I N/A

2-3 420L-820L
4-5 740L-l0loL
6-8 925L-1I85L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The

general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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The History of the Christmas Tree

People put up Christmas trees to celebrate the holidays. They have been doing this for
centuries. Some people think that Christmas trees are a symbol of Christianity. Others think
they are a symbol of winter and the holidays. For many people, the Christmas tree is the

most important part of their holiday decorations.

The Christmas tree has been a symbol of
Christianity for centuries. But the use of Christmas
trees came before Christignity. In pagan times,
evergreens wére a symbol of ‘new life. Christmas
trees were/perfect/for celebrating the start of a

new year.

In the |6th century, Christians started Picture of Martin Luther with his family
decorating evergreen trees. The first use of a coleheting with the first Christmas free
Christmas tree in a Christian setting was in 1533. Lutheran minister, Martin Luther, put a

small evergreen tregin his home tofcelebraterthe holiday.

Germans started using Christmas trees in the |6th
century. Germans hadimany holiday traditions. One
tradition was decorating evergreen trees. They used
candles and ernaments. They put these trees in their

‘ti\‘ homes and churches. Germans would sing and ddnce

around the trees.

The Christmas tree became mére and more popular

W% in,Britain and America duringsthe 1800s. Prince Albert was

from Germany. He helped make the Christmas tree
popular in England. He brought a tree into Windsor Castle
i in 1841. People in America started to decorate their homes
Engraving of Queen V,d.o,.,,'\ with Christmas trees, foo. This happened because some
Prince Albert with their Christmas  Germans moved to America. They brought their holiday

tree. traditions with them. ol B
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The History of the Christmas Tree

Today, the Christmas tree is a popular tradition dll over the world. Families often decorate them
with ornaments and lights to celebrate the holiday season. Christmas trees have a long history. People
have been putting up Christmas trees for centuries. Some people think that the Christmas tree is a
symbol of Christianity. Others think thatsit'is a symbol of winter andithe holiday season. For many
people, the Christmas tree is the'most important part of theip holiday decorations. But what do we
actually know about this festive evergreen? Here are some funfacts about the history and meaning of
the Christmas tree. e Sy f g

The Christmas tree has beenassymbol of
Christianity forcenturies. But the use of evergreen trees
to celebrate winter festivals predates Christianity. In paga
times, evergreens were a symbol of new life and rebirth.
This made/Christmas trees perfect for eelebnating the

start of a new year.

Christians started 'decorating evergneen trees to Picture of: Martin Luther with his Flly o
celebrate Christmas in the 16th century. The first recorded celebrating with the first Christmas tree.
use of a/Christmas tree in a Christian setting was in 1533, Lutheraryminister, Martin Luther, put a small
evergreen tree in his home to celebrate the holiday:.
Germans started using Christmas trees in the |6th century.
Germans had many traditions during the holiday season. One
. tradition was decorating evergreen trees with candlesfand
‘T\ ornaments. They would set'up these treesiinstheir homes and
| church®® Germang wWould spend time singing and dancing around

\ the trees.

The Christmas tree becamemore and more popular in
Britain and /Americarduring the I800s. Prince Albert, who was
from Germany, helped make the Christmas tree popular in
England. He brought a tree info Windsor Castle in I8Hl. After that,
@ people in America started fo decorate their homes with
Engraving f‘ Queen Vi c‘i’orl én q Christmas trees, too. This happened partly because some
Prince Albert with their Germans moved to America. They brought their holiday traditions
Christmas tree. with them. ol B
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The History of the Christmas Tree

For many people, the Christmas tree is the most important part of their holiday decorations. But
what do we actually know about this festive evergreen? Here are some fun facts about the history and

meaning of the Christmas tree.

The Christmas tree has been a symbol of Christianity for centuries. Invfact, the use of evergreen
trees to celebrate winter féstivals predates Christiahity. In pagan times, evergreens, were a

representation of newdife and rebirth. This made them perfect for celebrating the'start of a new year.

Christiang'began adépting thé'practice of
decorating evérgreen trees folcelebrate Christmas in the
|6th century! The first reconded use of o Christmas tree
in a Christian setting was in 1533. Lutheran ministen;
Martin Luther, placed a small evergreen tree in his home

to celebnate the holiday:

Germans were some of the first péople to start - b
using Christmas trees in the 16th century. A¥ that time, Picture of Martin Luther with his family
Germans were celebrating the holiday season with many celebrating with the first Christmas Tree.

traditions. One of their favorite activities was decorating evergreen trees with candles and ornaments.
They would set up these trees in their homes and churchesyandiwould oftenspend hours singing and

dancing around them.

i

The Christmas tree became increasingly pépular in
Britain and America in the 19th century. Prince Albert, German
husband of Queen Victoriq, is credited withdpopularizing the
Christmas tree in England. He brought.ene into Windsor Castle
in 1841. Americans began decorating their homes with Christmas
trees shortly thereafierythanks in part to German immigrants
who brought their holiday traditions with them when they
settled in the United States.

Engraving of Queen Victoria
and Prince Albert with their
Christmas tree.

© \u,Ow /E&Q%O
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Questions

What does the Christmas tree symbolize?

Where and when did the Christma

L 3
- K *} ~
to use a Christmas 'I'ree*és:q ﬁ-iﬁﬁ n decaroﬂo;\.
. * -« °*

Compare and contra ; /

Christmas trees are used ,

your country, Georgia, and the ‘

Bahamas. % -

. © g,Ow @&:@w
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The Meaning of the Kinara

. The kinara is a candleholder. It has seven candles. The
kinara is used to celebrate the African American holiday
Kwanzaa. Kinara means “candleholder” in Swahili. Each day of

Kwanzaa, a new candle is lit.

The first kinara wassmade in 1966. I+ was made by Dr.
Maulana Karenga. He wanted African Americans to have a
holiday. African Americans celebrate the joys of being

African American.

Each ¢andle stands for' one of the seven principles of
Kwanzaa. The principles are unity, self-determination)
collective work and responsibility, cooperative econemics;

purpose, creativity, and faith.

The center candlejig black. It is lit onthe first day. It
symbolizes the strugglesof African Americans. The three
red candles stand for struggle, work, and creativity.\The
three green candles represent faith, hope, and love. The first
candle is lit en December 26th and the last candle is lit on

January lst.

"

Every night during/Kwanzaaq,
families light the kinara/They talk
dbout what each principle means.

They talk about how to use the

principle.

Kwanzaa celebrates African
American culture. It is a time to
spread joy and love. Lighting the
kinara is an important part of this
holiday. The kinara reminds us to

L]
.
.

practice these principles.

© \u,Ow @k%v
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The Meaning of the Kinara

The kinara is a candleholder with seven candles. It is
used to celebrate the African American holiday of Kwanzaa.
The word kinara means “candleholder” in the Swahili language.

Each day of Kwanzaq, a different candlé'is lit.

The first kinara was created in 1966. It was created by,
Dr. Maulana Karenga. He wanted African Americans to have a
holiday of their own and fo celebrate thejoys of being African

American.

Every'candle stands for one of thesseven principles of
Kwanzaa. The principles are unity, self-determination, collective
work and responsibility, cooperative eeonomics, purpose,

creativity, and faith.

The center black candle,is lit on theffirsi,day. It
symbolizes the struggles of African Americans. The\three red
candles stand for struggle, work, and creativity. The three
green candles represent faith, hope, and love. The first candle
is lit on December 26th and the last candle is lit on Januaryiist:

Every night during Kwanzaa,
families light the kinara to honor
these seven principles. They also
take time to discusswhat each
principle means and how they can

use it.

Kwanzaa is a time to
celebrate African American culture
and spread joy and love. Lighting
the kinara is an important part of
this special holiday because it :
reminds us to practice these

principles.

© \u,Ow @k%v
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The Meaning of the Kinara

The kinara, or “candleholder” in Swahili, is a
candleholder with seven candles. It is used to celebrate the
African American holiday of Kwanzaa. Each day of

Kwanzaa, a different candle is lit.

The first kinara was ereated in [966. Its créator, Dr.
Maulana Karenga, wanted African Americans to have, a
holiday of their own and to celebrate thejoys of being

African American.

Each candle stands for one of thefseven principles of
Kwanzaa: unity, self-determination, collective work and

responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity,

and faith.

The center blackigandle is lit on tHe first day, which
symbolizes the strugglés of ‘African Americans. The three
red candles stand for struggle, werk,‘and creativity. The
three green candles represent faith, hope, and love. The
first candle is lit on December 26th and the last candle is lit

on January lst.

Every night during Kwanzaaq,
families light the kinaraste honor
these seven principles and take time
to discuss what each principle

means and how they can use it.

Kwanzaa is a time to
celebrate African American culture
and spread joy and love. Lighting the
kinara is an important part of this
special holiday. Habari Ganil or

s RS Y = o 7 3 | wishing you a blessed Kwanzal
LR \ s e
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Questions

What is a kinara?

When was the first kinara created?

What is the holiday Kwanzag

Kwanzaa is a tir selebrate being Afrlcon Amglcqn

g time to rem‘ember religion. *

iae to learn h* to Ilgbk,gn

Label the

Why is the kinara an important part of Kwanzaa?

©QMQW @&:Q%v
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The History of the Poinsettia

The poinsettia is a Christmas flower. It is named
after Joel Roberts Poinsett. He was the first United States
Minister to Mexico. Poinsettias are native to Mexico and

Central America. They flower in the winter months.

There is a legend abéut the poinsettia. In Mesico, a
young girl was too poor to give a gift at the celebration of
Jesus’ birthday. She picked a shrub. She tack some of the
leaves to churchi{The leaves turnediinto blossoms. The red
leaves reminded people/of the blood of Christ. This was a
sign of the true spirit of/ Christmas.

Today, poinsettias are grown around the world.
People give them to friends and family. They come in.many

colors. They can be rediand white or pink and purple.

/A;-’;.

The legend of the poinsettia is from Mexico.

This flower is a symbol of Christmas. I+ brings good luck
and joy. The poinsettia is\a reminder of giving. It shows the

beauty of nature.

The red leaves symbalize love. It'is also o néminder of

Jesus. Love can bring us joy during the Christmas season.

The poinsettia is a beautiful fiewer. It has a story. It

reminds,us of the real spirit’of Christmas.

©@&0 K{%tk@%a
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The History of the Poinsettia

The poinsettia is a popular Christmas flower. It is
named after Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first United States
Minister to Mexico. Poinsettias are native to Mexico and

Central America, where they flower in_the ' winter months.

Legend has it that in'Mexico, a young girl wasitoo
poor to provide a gift for the celebffation of Jesus’
birthday. The Earthigave her a flowering shrub. She picked
some of the redleaves from the roadside plant and:took
them to church. The ledves turhed into blossoms. The
brilliant red leaves reminded people of thedbloed of Christ
and his sacrifice. This was seen as a sign of the true spirit

of Christmas.

Today, poinsettiagi@re grown in greenhouses around
the world. Many people give them to friends and family
during the holiday seasoh. They come in a variety of colors,

from traditional reds/and whites to pinks and purples. —
The legend of the poinsettia is from Mexico.

This flower is known around the world as a symbol /of
4 Christmas. It has been said fo bring good luck and joy. The

poinsettia is @ reminder of \giving, as well as the beauty of nature.

The vibrant red color of this flower symbolizes love. When
given as a gift, the poinsettia expresses love. Liis also a reminder
of the sacrifice that Jesus made, and how his love can bring us

joy during the Christmas season.

The poinsettia is a beautiful flower with an inspiring story behind it. It reminds us of the
real spirit of Christmas. From Mexico to homes around the world, the poinsettia is a reminder of

the beauty and joy that Christmas can bring.
e ©Cag/0w K{%ot@%a
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The History of the Poinsettia

The poinsettia is a popular Christmas flower, named
after Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first United States Minister
to Mexico. Poinsettias are native to Mexico and Centradl

America, where they flower in the wintersmonths.

Legend has it that in'Mexico, a young girl wasitoo
poor to provide a gift for the celebffation of Jesus’
birthday. The tale goes that the Earth provided her with.a
flowering shrub..She picked some_of 'the red leaves from
the roadside plant and fock thém to church. The leaves
turned into blossoms,/whose brilliant red le@ves reminded
people of the blood of Christ and his sacrifice. This‘was

seen as a/sigh of the true spirit of Christmas.

Today, poinsettiagi@re grown in greenhouses around
the world. Many people give them to friends and family
during the holiday seasoh. They are available’in‘a variety of

, o
colors, from traditional reds and whites to pinks and &

purples. The legend of the poinsettia is from Mexico.

L — -

This flower has become renowned around the world as a
symbol of Christmas. It\has been said to bring good fortune and
joy fo all who have it in their homes. The poinsettia is also a
reminder/of the importance ef giving, as well as the/beauty of

nature.

The vibrant red color of this flower'is thought to symbolize
love. When given as a gift, the poinsettia expresses that love to
the recipient. It is also a.reminder of the ultimate sacrifice that
Jesus made for us, and how his love can bring us joy during the
Christmas season.
The poinsettia is a beautiful flower with an inspiring story behind it - one that reminds us ’
of the real spirit of Christmas. From Mexico to homes around the world, the poinsettia is a

reminder of the beauty and joy that Christmas can bring.
e ©Cag/0w K{%ot@%a
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Questions

Who is the poinsettia named after?

Where are poinsettias from?

Why is the poinsettia associat

what this

S was seen

What do poinsettias sy

© y,OW @&:Q%v
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Pepita’s Gift

A long time ago, there was a little girl named Pepita. She lived in Mexico. Pepita loved to sing and

dance. One day, she was picking flowers in the forest. She saw a beautiful plant with red leaves. She
didn’t know what it was. She liked it. Pepita decided to take it home with her.

« &
Pepita got home. She sho om the plant She s&d her at it was called. Her mom
told her it was called a “pe a.” It was very spegial. She sqid that if Pepita and danced for the
plant every day, its leg would furh green. Pepita did just +h- . She sang and'ddhce her poinsettia

. I Ul I * N
) its leaves ‘I'urned*een. *
) *. ™ /"
a &

[ 4
nsettia brought good |uct'and nglne

™~

sus’ birthdc i i i e e n of his birth. S

lecided to ¢ [ ia. she ¢ 2 ren were giving

cense, and ifts. Pepit é to give him. She p

I

‘ : fo : ryone was amazed. The
. realize t Pepita’s gift to Jesu

then on, it has be

ver you see a pQ

It is also a reminder of
Ever since then, pe ave been giving
poinsettias as s. They bring good luck

and_h

© g,Ow @kgw
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Pepita’s Gift

A long time ago, there was a little girl named Pepita who lived in Mexico. Pepita loved to sing and

dance. One day, she was out picking flowers in the forest. She came across a beautiful plant with red
leaves. She didn't know what it was, but she liked it and decided to take it home with her.

« &
When Pepita got home, sh 2d her mom the pla %e asked om what it was called. Her

mom told her it was called oinsettia” and that ithwas very special. She sqid if Pepita sang and
danced for the plant e day, ifs leaves would turn green. P pita did just that.She g and danced for
her poinsettia ever. . Sure enough, |¥*aves 1'urned *enI

Pepita’s'me Hat the poinsettia represented good Tuck ﬁ I;\apmess' s*she

her room.

On'Jesus’ birthday, Pepita had no gift # , ebration of his birth. S

sad and ded to take poinsetfi@’with i 5t there, all the other chile
Jesus gold, kincense, and : Pepifq felt embargassed. She'had nothing to give h
e placed the'poinsettia at the ger, its leaves turned justiike the plant in the fo

as amazed. J - i Pep i SU s the of all.

m then on, it has been
see a poinse
h its beautiful red le
r of Pepita’s gift.
of Jesus’ birthdg
‘ en giving poinsettias

as gifts to bring goog and happiness.

© g,Ow @@Qw
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Pepita’s Gift

< A long time ago, there was a little girl named Pepita who lived in Mexico. Pepita loved to sing and
dance. One day, she was out picking flowers in the forest when she came across a beautiful plant with

red leaves. She didn’t know what it was, but she liked it anyway and decided to take it home with her.

When Pepita got home, sh d her mom the ?al %d asked hat it was called. Her mom

told her it was called a "poi a” and that it wasery specigl She said thatif Pepita sang and danced
for the plant every d eaves wbuld turn green. And so, P pita did just that, @i and dancing for

her poinsettia ever . Sure enough, lfs&qves turned *en'

S oy

the poinsettia represented good Tuek ﬁ hap plness.'r s*sl;e

L ]

sus’ birthdg pita had'he gift # , pration of his birth. S
C > ot there, dll the other chile

sad and ded to take poinsetfia’with i
were gi Jesus gold, kincense, and m

nothing fo give him. But when she placed
e plant in t - veryon .
Y AY A

] h\ Frem_then on, it has been
,‘ Y at wh or you see a poinset

lower its beautiful red leg

as gifts. Pepi‘l'c fel orrdssed because she had

poinsettia at the mahg s leaves turned red, just lik

azed to Jesus was

eminder of what Pepita dig

o 2SU hdg
pe ple av ®
gifts to bring good

whoever receive

© g,Ow @@Qw
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Questions

Who is the main character in this story? Describe her with details from the story.

*

. .
g of this story? Why is the sétting iportant? —

What lesson did Pepita and the others learn®
a. Poinsettias bring people joy.

The smallest gifts can hold the most meaning.

b
c.  Traditions should be passed on through generations.
d

Mexico is important because this is where the poinsettia came from.

© AA,OW @&:Q%v
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Response

How do 7he Hisfory of the Poinsettia and Pepita’s Gift help deepen your understanding of the meaning

behind the poinsettia? Explain how information and details from both passages can help you understand

the topic more specifically.

© y,OW @&:Q%v
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The History of the Gingerbread Person

The gingerbread cookie is a classic
Christmas dessert. Did you know it has been
around for centuries? This cookie has

become a holiday staple around the world.

There are many legends ahout where
this cookie came from. One legend is that a
German monk made the gingerbread mariiHe

did this to keep/children happy during Lent.

Ancther legend says that it was made in the |7th
century by d baker. He wanted to make a treat for the royal
court. The royal court loyed it. They made it a festive treat

for Christmas.

Ancther legend says a gingerbread man was made to

honor the three wise men.

We don’t know which legend is true. But this cookie has

been enjoyed by people all over the world for many years.
5 EN PAIN D'EPICE

E VERNET. : ; ‘\‘ v ’

A gingerbread salesman in 1902

The first recipe was made in Germany in the early 1800s. The
gingerbread man cookie'is made with flour, spices, butter, and molasses. The
dough is then rolled out. It is'eutlinto different shapes. It is often cut into g
man or woman. The gingerbread man is decorated with icing. Other
decorations make it festive. The cookies are baked until golden brown. They

are enjoyed as a Christmas treat.

The gingerbread man is a festive and delicious treat that everyone can

enjoy!

©Cau,0w /Bo\c@%o
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The History of the Gingerbread Person

- '4-*?!'-",
o The gingerbread cookie is a classic TEB

‘Christmas dessert. But did you know it has
been around for centuries? Over the years,
this delicious cookie has become a holiday

staple around the world.

There are many legends about the

origins of this cookief One legend is that, a

German monk invehted the gingerbread man % *,\ 5

to keep children amusedduring ldent. o

Ancther legend says that it was created in the I7th
century by d baker. He wanted to make a cake-like treat for
the royal court. The royal court loved it so much that they

made it a festive treat/for Christmas.

Ancther legend says.a gingerbread man was baked to

honor the three wise men.

Whatever the origins of the gingerbread man, it has

been enjoyed by people all over the world for many years.
5 EN PAIN D'EPICE

E VERNET. : ; ‘\‘ v ’

A gingerbread salesman in 1902

The first recipe was created in Germany in the early I800s. The
gingerbread man cookie'is traditionally made with flour, spices, butter, and
molasses. The dough is then rollediout and cut into different shapes. It is most
commonly cut info a man or woman. The gingerbread man is decorated with
colorful icing and other decorations to make it festive. The cookies are baked

until golden brown. They are enjoyed as a Christmas treat.

The gingerbread man is a festive and delicious treat that everyone can

enjoy!

©Cau,0w /Bo\c@%o
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The History of the Gingerbread Cookie

o The gingerbread man cookie is a
‘classic Christmas dessert. But did you know
it has been around for centuries? Over the
years, this delicious cookie has become a

staple of holiday baking around the.world.

There are many legends and stories
about the origins of ihis delicious tredt,One
legend is that a Géerman monkyinvented the
gingerbread mdn fo keep'children amused

during Lent.

Ancther legend states that it was created in the I7th
century by d baker trying fo make a cake-like treat fon the
royal court. The royal court loved it so much that they made

it a festive treat for Christmas.

Ancther legend says.a gingerbread man was baked to

honor the visit of the three wise men.

Whatever the true origins of the gingerbread man
e, i may be, it has been enjoyed by people all over the world for

EN PAIN D'EPICE

Ve, many years. A

A gingerbread salesman in 1902

It is believed that the first recipe was created in Germany in the early
I800s. The gingerbread manicookie is traditionally made with a combination of
flour, spices, butter, and molasses,to form a soft dough. This dough is then
rolled out and cut into different shapes, most commonly of a man.or'woman.
The gingerbread man is then decorated with colorful icing and other
decorations to make it even more festive. The cookies are baked until golden

..brown and then enjoyed as a Christmas treat.

The gingerbread man is a festive and delicious treat that everyone can

enjoy!

©Cau,0w /Bo\c@%o
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Questions

Where was the first recipe for the gingerbread man created?
Ttaly
Spain
Germany

France

Why is the ginge

of the foll

A German

For well-be

gerbread

Summarize how the bread cookie is traditionally made.
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The Scandinavian Nisse Doll

The Nisse doll is a Christmas character in
Scandinavia. He is small and elf-like. He lives in an attic
or barn. The Nisse doll is often made out of straw or
cloth. His face is hand-painted. He is known'for being
mischievous. He is also helpful aretind the house. Some

people believe that the Nisse brings good luck and

prosperity to the home during Christmas. People leave a
bowl of porridge or milk out for the Nissgion Christmas

Eve.

The Nisse is an'old'man with a long white beard.
He wears a woolen cap and sweater. He has a rattlé to
keep evil spirits away. He may carry/a bag of gifts or a
pitchfork. They are guardians of the home. They
protect the home from fire and theft. They ean also

help around the house with cleaning or sweéeping.

The origin of the Nisse isiunknown. It is believed
that they have been around since Viking times. Today,

the Nisse 'doll can be found in many homes during

Christmas.'He\is a symbol of joy. He is @ reminder of A\Swedish Chrigtmas Card depicting the Nisse
how important family and tradition are.

. The Nisse is an important part of Christmas in
Seandinavia. He'is loved by children‘and adults. He reminds
people that good deeds should be rewardedfHe reminds us the
Christmas spirit should be shared withfamily and friends. It is
important to keep traditions alivesIt is important to cherish
thosesaround us. It isdmportant o remember that small acts of

kindness can make a big difference.

This holiday season, use the Nisse in your celebrations.

Let him bring joy into your homel

© g,Ow K@&Qw
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The Scandinavian Nisse Doll

The Nisse doll is a traditional Christmas character in
Scandinavia. He is a small, elf-like creature who lives in an
attic or barn. The Nisse doll is often made out of straw-or
cloth. His face is hand-painted. He is_knéwn for being
mischievous, but also helpful aréund the house. Some*people
believe that the Nisse brings good. luck and prosperity to
the home during the Christmas season: Some people even
leave a bow! of porridge or milk out for the Nisse on

Christmas Eve.

The Nisse is usudlly depicted as anold man with.a
long white/beard. He'wears @ woolen eap and a knitted
sweater. He often carries a rattle 1o ward off eyil spirits.
He is dlso seen carrying a sack of difts or a'pitchfork:
They are believed to be the guardians of the home. They
protect the home from firesand theft. Thiey can also help

with tasks around the house such s cleanifg or sweeping.

A Swedish Christmas Card depicting the Nisse

The origin of the Nisse is unknown, but it is believed
that they'have been around since Viking times. Today, the
| Nisse doll can be found in many homes during the Christmas
season. He has become‘a symbol of joy and happiness. He is a
reminder of how important family and tradition are dt this special

time of year.

The Nisse is an important part of Christmas in Scandinavia.
He has become a beloved character_among children and adults
. dlikexHe serves as a reminderithat good deeds should be
rewarded. He reminds us the Christmas spirit should be shared
with family and friends. It is important to keep traditions dlive, to
cherish those around us, and fo remember that even small acts of |

.
.

kindness can make a big difference.

So, this holiday season, include the Nisse in your 00k Pl

celebrations and let him bring some extra joy info your homel
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The Scandinavian Nisse Doll

: The Nisse doll is a traditional Christmas character
in Scandinavia. He is a small, elf-like creature who often
lives in the attic or barn. The Nisse doll is often made out
of straw or cloth, and his face is usudllythand-painted. He
is known for being mischievous,but alsc helpful around the
house. Some people believe'that the Nisse brings good luck
and prosperity to theshome during the Christmas season.
Some people even leave a bow!l of porridgeror milk out for

the Nisse on Christmas Evé.

The Nisse is usually depicted as an dld man with g
long white beard, wearing a woolen cap and a knitted
sweater. He often carries a rattle 1o ward off eyil spirits.
He is also seen carrying a sack of gifts or a/pitchfork.
They are believed to be 'the guardians of the home,
protecting it from fire and theft. They cah also help with

tasks anound the housefsuch as eleaning/or eweeping.

The erigin of the Nisse is unknown, but it is believed Gz - H Gl
that they'have been around since Viking times. Today, the A Swedigh Christmas Card depicting the Nisse
Nisse doll can be found in many homes during the
Christmas seasen. He has become a symbol of joy and happinass for all Seandinavians. He is a réminder
of how important family‘and traditien are at this spegial time

of year.

The Nisse is an important part of Christmas in
Scandinavia and has become a beloved character among children
and adults dlike. He serves as a.réminder that good deeds should
be rewarded and that the Christmas spirit should be shared
with family and friends. He is a reminder to keep traditions dlive,
cherish those around us, and remember that even small acts of

kindness can make a big difference.

So, this holiday season, include the Nisse in your

celebrations and let him bring some extra joy into your homel
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Questions

Describe what the Nisse look like.

. x
According to the lege ere do the Nisse |i,f? (Chooiq" that apply:

] « .

. *® ®
L] . ¢

season? all that apply.)
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The Legend of the Nisse

Long ago, in the land of Scandinavia, there lived a magical creature. This creature was the Nisse.
They were very mischievous. Nisse loved to play tricks on people. However, they were also known to be

very kind and helpful, especially to children.

Many stories were toldd@about the Nisse. Eachone was different. Some people said that they were
tiny elves who helped Santa Claus.deliver presents on Christmas Eve. Others said that,they were smadll
gnomes who guardedfarms against harm. No one knew for sure what theNisse'redlly were. But

everyone believeddn them.

One winter evening, a young girl named Sarah was walking home from' school SShe saw a small
figure in her garden /At first, she thought'it was a stray,éat. Shegot closer. She could see that'it was a

Nisse! The/Nisse smiled at her and waved hello.

Sarah was so excited to meetia real live Nissel'She asked him what he was doing. She invited him to

come inside for hot cocoa. The Nisse agreed. He followed Sarah inte her home.

Sarah made hotfeocoa for her ngw friend. She sat down withthim o chat. The Nisse told her all
about his adventures playing tricks on jpeople. Sarah laughed. She shared some of her own stories gbout
being tricked on Halloween night.
| - F LN B : The two of them had such a good time

7 r ‘G together. Sarah forget all about being cold joutside. It
was late. Sarch didn’t want the Nisse fo |eave. She
gave him a hig hug gooedbye. She promised 1o visit him

" again soon. From then on, Sarah visited her friend
every time she went by her garden. They became
best friends. The Nisse evendhelped her with her

' homework from time 46 timel

Sarah kept her Nisse friend in her heart
forever. Whenever Sarah needed a little boost of
courage or happiness, she thought of her friend. He

L]
.

aways made her feel better.

Thanks to stories like Sarah’s, the legend of

the Nisse is alive today.
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The Legend of the Nisse

Long ago, in the land of Scandinavia, there lived a magical creature. This creature was known as
the Nisse. They were said to be very mischievous. Nisse loved to play tricks on people. However, they

were also known to be very kind and helpful, especially to children.

Many stories were told about the Nisse, and eath one' was different. Some people said that they
were tiny elves who helpediSanta Claus deliver presénts to children on Christmas Eve. Others said that
they were small gnomes who guardeéd farms and livestock against harm. No one khew for sure what the

Nisse really were. But everyone believed in.them, nonetheless.

One winter evening, /@ young girl named Sarah was walking home from school. She "saw a small
figure standing in hen'garden. At first; shedthought it was just a stray.@at. As she got closer, she eould

see that it/was a Nissel The little creature smiled at her and waved hello.

Sarah was so excited to meet a real live NisselShe ‘asked him what he was doing, then invited him

to come/inside for hot cocoa. The Nisse agreed happily. He followed Sarah into her home.

Once inside, Sarah made some hoh.coéoa for her new friend. She sat down with him to chat. The
Nisse told her all about his adventures playing tricks on people aroundftown: Sarah laughed and shaned

some of her own stories about being tricked on Halloween night.

The two of them had such a goed time together. Sarah forgot all @bout being cold outside. In fact,
‘she didn’t want the Nisse to leave when it started getting late, She gave him a big hug goodbye /She

‘ g % . promised to visit him again soon. From then oh, Sarah was

, sure to visit her new friend the Nisse eveny time she went

by her garden. They became best friends, and the Nisse

. even helped her with her homework{from time to timel

, The Nisse had_made such an impression on Sarah
# that she decided to keep him in her heart forever. From
" then on, whenever Sarah needed a little boost of courage
or happiness, she thought of her friend the Nisse and felt
better. %

Thanks to stories like Sarah’s, the legend of the

Nisse remains alive today.
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The Legend of the Nisse

Long ago, in the land of Scandinavia, there lived a magical creature known as the Nisse. These
little creatures were said to be very mischievous and loved to play tricks on people. However, they were

also known to be very kind and helpful, especially to children.

Many stories were told about the Nisse, and eath one' was different. Some people said that they
were tiny elves who helpediSanta Claus deliver presénts to children on Christmas Eve. Others said that
they were small gnomes who guardeéd farms and livestock against harm. No one khew for sure what the

Nisse really were, but everyone believed in.them, nonetheless.

One winter evening, /@ young girl named Sarah was walking home from school when' she saw a small
figure standing in hen'garden. At first; shedthought it was just a stray.@at, but@s she got closer, she

could see that it was a Nissel The little ereature smiiled at her and waved hello.

Sarah was so excited to meet a real live NisselShe ‘asked him what he was doing there and if he

wanted fo come inside for some hot cocoa. The Nisse agreed happily and followed Sarah into her home.

Once inside, Sarah made some hoh.coéoa for her new friend &nd sat down with him fo chat. The
Nisse told her all about his adventures playing tricks on people aroundftown: Sarah laughed and shaned

some of her own stories about being tricked on Halloween night.

The' two of them had such a good time together that Sarah forget all about being cold outside. In
fact, she didn’t want the Nisse fo leave when it started getting late. She gave him a big hug goodbye and

‘ g % . promised fo visit him again soon. From then oh, Sarah was

, sure to visit her new friend the Nisse eveny time she went

by her garden. They became best friends, and the Nisse

. even helped her with her homework{from time to timel

The Nisse had_made such a positive impression on
# Sarah that she decided fo keep him in her heart forever.
" From then on, whenever Sarah needed a little boost of
courage or happiness, she thought of her friend the Nisse
and felt better. %

Thanks to stories like Sarah’s, the legend of the

Nisse remains alive today.
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Questions

Where does this story take place? (Choose all that apply.)

A cold, winter evening
A village in Scandinavia
In a garden

On Christmas Day

-«
How did Sarah feel o eeting a Nisse? How did 'I'he&'sse feel qbo

’ L]
examples from t to support your answer.,

(3 —_—
.

cribe the Niss

and silly

What lesson did

Why is Sarah’s story about the Nisse important?

© y,OW @&:Q%v
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Response

How do 7he Scandinavian Nisse Doll and The Legend of the Nisse help deepen your understanding of the

Scandinavian Nisse? Explain how information and details from both passages can help you understand the

topic more specifically.
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