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LIIAT WAS THE
EVCROUND BALRORD?

| What was the Underground Railrood?

o Asystemof underground train tunnels

b Agroup of people who helped slaves escape to freedom

. A path used by soldiers during the Civil War

4 Arairoad used for transporting goods petween the North and South

2 How did Henry Brown escape his enslavers?

e i e e e

3, Why was the Underground Railroad dangerous for both the freedom seekers and the conductors?
a  The irains were unsafe and could crash

b People were often lost underground without light

o Tt was illegal o help slaves escape: and people could face punisheent

4 Mony wild animals were present dlong the escape routes

| 4 What event begon glavery in America?

e

-

5 When did slavery begin in America?

-

e

6. What was the journey 4o America like for the kidnapped Africans?

e e

e e e

ans who survived the journey of the Middle Passage?

FOCUS ON VOCABULARY

INTRODUCTION
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UNDERGROUND
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ENSLAVE

To force someone o work without

freedom or pay, treating them as
property instead of as a person.

secret network of

fhat helped enslaved g" <
people escape to

CONDUCTOR

A person who leads or
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Before you begin reading, complete the

vocabulary cards activity.
\ Then, it's time 1o start reading What

Underground Railroad'?
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Read these chapters:
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Railroad?

Before you begin reading, complete the
> vocabulary cards activity.
l | Then, it's time to start reading What Was the

ThenJ ”"s

2 iy )
naerground Ralllr'%az/;af Was the

2 Ch
apter One: Trading Englo,
Read thege chapters:

- Atzre': redading the chapte | < Underground Railroad?
s I
. complete each crs | © L Ch
acti| = ) : . 5 apter Five: A G
9 ead these chapters: Chapter By reat Condycto
x: Special Deh‘we,--y r

T
l
L Vooabulary Gioze, | 8
L Chapter Seven: The Sugar Barrel

o
S 9. Chapter Eight: The Strength of Love
‘é 3. Chapter Nine: Changed
_ 0
- After reading the chapters of section
— 5 four, complete each activity below.
5 -
s | Vocabulary Cloze Activity
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ostting " GENRE FOCUS

What Was the Underground Railroad is a nonfiction text. As you read, fill in the elements of
the nonfiction genre you find

Nonfiction: Writing based on facts and real events. It is written fo inform readers about

real people, places, or events.

] By
The purpose of This Text Structure
text is toinform me How s this fext set up?
about.. P
M prart 3
Text Features 1 notice: Evidence, Sources,
primary Sources
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Hermat Tubman is hurtfyl or di
CHAPTERS 5"6 a true ‘Srespectfy
Vocapulary Cloze

"er life many times to lead - fo- m
Read the following paragraph. Fill in the blanks with the vocabulary words from the text.

pmtie L Vocabulary Cloze |
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ph. Fill in the blanks with the vocabulary words from the text.
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arge, h orse

|
-drawn ig 't’g 5 O SE?R O O C)j
e that
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LEGEND

a person who is famous for doing

someone
sthing is
jing

During The time of slavery, large farms, called 0

________________ , grew important e like {! O 0 o o
FORBIDDEN =

not allowed A ANC)

- og | ———— » often in th
something important or amazing Caroline Quarlls escaped from slavery B
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anada, where slaver
cotton, tobaeco, and sugar: Enslaved people were Y we
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Qd etect 0 o Oj country Northern states » North ard hel
e e for enslaved people fo escape or for AB 0'.. ISH ] during the Civil ped bringeicy | | Qe __— — , where African Americans Were
Q narbol mportant la ol
others to help them. However, a secret to do away with comp ST forced to work without freedom Even after the Civil
mpletly country.
. : '
—————————————— of people worked together to help those seeking freedom. They hid i . O G vas abolched, African Americans shil face 4
families in safe houses and guided them +hrough dangerous P s S People :
challenges ke —memmmm="""" , which means treating people unfairly based on their
helping to hide OF —mmmmmmmmmm=" freedom seekers had 1o be extremely careful not \Arlg & P
. race of beliefs. Many laws at the fime were ————===""""" because they treate
to be discovered, as helping enslaved people was often e Even objects || mummm ' F U G : e
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a person running away 7 : £ Black and white
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QUICK CHECkS TO MOMITOR COMPREHENSION

| Reading
Section 3
Reading \ Quick Check
section 4 Qui k Ch k fter reading chapters
et uic ec Pt roading chaptors 56, cnowar fhe ,
was H
arriet Tubman born? to demonm — >
After reading chapters 5-6, answer the questions fo demonstrate your compr —— Pry Reddlng =
| List three obstacles Caroline Quarll had to overcome: e B SecTIOn 2 Qu‘Ck Che Ck
. e —————— -1
arriet Tubman's fving condrben =
g conditions 1 || After reading chopters 24, answer the questions fo demonstrate your comprehension.
___________________________ . Why was slavery most prevalent in the Southern states?
2. Why did Caroline Quarll flee fo Canada? 3. Which event caused H cr_ﬂ;_; _;‘“““——____‘ _________ A
o She didnt want fo work :' Sleeping on the floor suffer physicaly? | | D e O = '
b.  She wanted betfer weather - Working in the fields 7. What was work and life like for enslaved people who worked on plantation fields? it answer the Qiestions 1o :
c. She wanted fo find her family : Ostting hit in the “ o N a A 25 the Undergr ound Railroqd? dmna’frat, Your
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RUILD CONTENT AND HISTORICAL KMOWLEDGE

1 Reading
_section 2] Songs of the

Underground Rdilroad

Read the text about the role music played in the Underground Railroad,

During the time of the Underground Railroad, enslaved people in the United States found
ways fo communicate secretly while escaping to freedom. One important way was through
songs. These songs, called spirituals, were filled with hidden messages, symbols, and hope.

One famous song is “Follow the Drinking Gourd.* The “drinking gourd” refers to the Big
Dipper, a group of stars in the night sky. The Big Dipper points to the North Star, which could
help guide people north toward freedom. The lyrics talk about rivers, hills, and natural

landmarks that could help escaping people find their way. The song also says to leave during

the winter or spring, when rivers were low and easier to cross. However, historians don't have I
proof that this exact song was widely sung during the Underground Railroad, but it still
symbolizes the way people used the stars and nature to guide their journey.

Ancther powerful song is "Go Down, Moses” This song compares the story of Moses,
who led the enslaved Israelites out of Egypt in the Bible, to the redl struggle for freedom
from slavery in America. The lyrics say, “Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land, tfell old
Pharach to let my people go.” In the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman and other
conductors used this song as a signal. If Tubman sang it; it could mean that danger was near,
or it might signal when it was time to leave. It also gave people strength, reminding them that
just as Moses led his people to freedom, they could find freedom too.

Both songs show how enslaved people combined courage, faith, and knowledge of the

land to escape. The symbols in the songs-like stars, rivers, and Bible stories-gave them a

secret way to communicate and reminded them to never give up on their journey fo freedom,
© Oulle Pcks
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Independent Study: Unsung Heroes of the

: L nto sections for your presentation. Make sure to include:
Organize your notes into sections for

llowing

;< Reflection Activit

fter presenting your project; reflect

Y *ﬁ»

on what you learned. Answer the
questions in q brief paragraph:

What surprised you most about this person or group?

How did their contributions shape the success of the Underground
Railroad?

Why is it important to learn about unsung heroes in history?

Visuds (images, charte:

efe) are used

Ordl
ident dear and sasy o

Refloction is incomplete

or shows limited

bl
[ g TE&JW

Underground Railroad

your person or group

to the Underground Railroad
faced

sidered important today

Format

fits your strengths and creativity:

Create a poster with key facts, images, and quotes
rite a |-2 page report summarizing your research
Create a slideshow, video, or digital poster

ct, making sure it is well-organized, visually appealing, and easy to
s, captions, and headings where appropriate.

i
ur project to the class or share it with your teacher. Practice surnﬁ'mlr'i:ct ng
why your chosen individual or group was important to the Undergrou

rces for research, such as history books and trusted we':s{i’;es.

where you find your information (citations may be requi
examples, dates, and quotes where possible. .

ning why this individual or group is considered an unsung hero.
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Independent Study: Unsun

e

Il research q lesser-known individual or group who
oad and create o presentation to share what You've
rstand the contributions of these unsung heroes and

Heroes of the

Underground Raqj road

played a critical rofe in the Underground
learned. This project will help you

Quakers - A religious group known for their active support of abolition and the
erground Railroad
Ellen Watking Harper - A abolitionist and writer who helped support the
erground Railroad
Garrett - A Quaker abolitionist who helped over 2,500 freedom seekers
ree African American - Communities that provided safe houses and

stance to freedom seekers

Research
articles, and online resources to gather information, Take notes on the following key

hg a graphic organizer or notebook:
rly life and background

in the Underground Railroad
contributions ar achievements

'Chaﬂenges or obstacles faced
*Impact and legacy
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